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Preface

This volume contains the proceedings of the 6th International Workshop on Soft
Computing and Applications (WILF 2005), which took place in Crema, Italy, on
September 15-17, 2005, continuing an established tradition of biannual meetings
among researchers and developers from both academia and industry to report
on the latest scientific and theoretical advances, to discuss and debate major
issues, and to demonstrate state-of-the-art systems.

This edition of the workshop included two special sessions, sort of subwork-
shops, focusing on the application of soft computing techniques (or computa-
tional intelligence) to image processing (SCIP) and bioinformatics (CIBB).

WILF began life in Naples in 1995. Subsequent editions of this event took
place in 1997 in Bari, in 1999 in Genoa, in 2001 in Milan, and in 2003 back in
Naples.

Soft computing, also known as computational intelligence, differs from con-
ventional (hard) computing in that, unlike hard computing, it is tolerant of im-
precision, uncertainty, partial truth, and approximation. The guiding principle
of soft computing is to exploit the tolerance for imprecision, uncertainty, partial
truth, and approximation to achieve tractability, robustness, and low solution
cost. The main components of soft computing are fuzzy logic, neural computing,
and evolutionary computation.

A rigorous peer-review selection process was applied to the 86 submitted pa-
pers. The Program Committee was carefully selected for their knowledge and
expertise, and, as far as possible, papers were matched with the reviewer’s par-
ticular interests and special expertise. The results of this process are seen here
in the high quality of papers published within this volume.

Of the 50 published papers, 23 have an Italian provenance; the next strongest
representation is from Korea, with 9 papers; all remaining papers are European,
with the exception of 3 from the USA, 1 from Algeria and 1 from Iran. This
distribution confirms the vocation of WILF to establish itself as a truly interna-
tional event.

The success of this conference is to be credited to the contribution of many
people. In the first place, we would like to thank the members of the Program
Committee for their commitment to the task of providing high-quality reviews.
We would also like to thank the Information Technology Department of the
University of Milan, which hosted the workshop on its premises.

December 2005 Isabelle Bloch

Alfredo Petrosino
Andrea G.B. Tettamanzi
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