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Introduction

The first decade of the twenty-first century has witnessed an astronomical rise in public
demand for information about the Islamic regions of the Middle East, North Africa, and
western Asia, especially in the United States. The 9/11 attacks, and the subsequent
American invasions of Afghanistan in October 2001 and Iraq in March 2003, were largely
responsible for this increased desire for information about a part of the world that many in
the United States view with great curiosity, yet also with great fear and distrust. Not
surprisingly, many of the books, television programs, films, and websites that have
emerged in recent years reflect these feelings, and often even cater to them. Many have
focused exclusively on Islam, or political topics related to it, in their purported effort to
explain the region to the public. Books with derogatory titles like The Politically Incorrect
View of Islam (and the Crusades) and The Truth About Mubammad: Founder of the World's
Most Intolerant Religion even have made it to The New York Times bestseller list (it is
doubtful that similar books about Judaism or Christianity ever would be published, let
alone make the bestseller list).

Yet books such as these, that focus exclusively on Middle Eastern politics, religion, and
violence, do little to shed light on how the hundreds of millions of ordinary people of the
Middle East and North Africa live their lives on a daily basis. The various peoples inhabiting
this region in fact possess rich, varied, and, by Western standards, often quite normal lives,
hopes, and experiences that are far removed from the disturbing images presented by books
lining the shelves of major bookstores on this side of the Atlantic. If only the public could
read more about this reality in the Middle East and North Africa, to balance the portrayal of
warriors, politicians, clerics, and extremists so typically presented to it.

TYPE OF COVERAGE
This encyclopedia was designed as a step in the direction of filling this information gap. In it,
the reader will find entries on the lives of more than three hundred contemporary individuals
from modern North Africa and the Middle East, including Afghanistan, who are making
their marks on all walks of life. A central purpose of this work is to show this broad region asa
vibrant, diverse part of the globe, full of people doing things with their lives that are not all
that different from what Westerners do with theirs.

Some of the people spotlighted in these biographies will be familiar, but most probably
will not be. For example, the reader will encounter in these pages Nobel Prize laureates, hip-
hop singers, Olympic ice skaters and runners, Hollywood stars, architects, writers, academics,
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INTRODUCTION

race car drivers, human rights advocates, journalists, heart surgeons, fashion designers,
businessmen and businesswomen, kings and queens, as well as the politicians, militants,
and clerics (from several different religions) that one might expect to see in an encyclopedia
dealing with this region. All are significant in their fields and to their wider societies in one
way or another that merits them being featured in this encyclopedia. Taken together, these
biographical entries help showcase the region in the broad range of its diversity.

Those responsible for creating this encyclopedia established several overarching prin-
ciples to guide their work. First, how to choose more than three hundred people to
highlight a region of hundreds of millions of people presented quite a challenge. In the
first instance, we included biographical entries from every country stretching from
Mauritania, in the west, to Afghanistan in the east. In the middle were the Maghrib states
of North Africa; Egypt, Libya, and Sudan; Turkey and Cyprus; Israel and the Palestinian
Authority; the Fertile Crescent countries; the states of the Arabian Peninsula; and Iran.
The encyclopedia also features persons from ethnic or national groups within these states
such as Kurds, Palestinians, southern Sudanese, Armenians, Assyrians, and Berbers, as well
as from political entities like the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus and the Saharawi
Arab Democratic Republic that are not universally recognized by the world community.
Larger countries like Iran and Egypt, and even smaller ones that have generated consider-
able public interest (such as Israel), have a larger number of entries in the encyclopedia
than smaller countries.

Second, we established several categories of persons that we wanted to cover for each
country. These included academics, economists, and scientists; architects and urban plan-
ners; artists and musicians; militants and politicians; activists; writers; religious leaders;
athletes; and so forth. This was consistent with our mission to provide as wide-ranging a
picture of the region as possible. Beyond that, we strove to make the encyclopedia as topical
as possible. This is largely not an historical bibliographical encyclopedia. More than three-
quarters of the entries represent living people, and these, moreover, are people we feel are
likely to be around and active in their fields in five years’ time. Those who are deceased were
included because their influence is still being felt today. Beyond that, we worked hard to
make sure that we maintained a balance between men and women.

Finally, each entry contains a bibliography (including websites) so that readers can find
more information about that person. Many entries also contain a “contemporaries” section
highlighting other persons who were contemporaries of the main subject, as well as sections
containing quotations and other primary source excerpts. Various “exploring” sections through-
out the encyclopedia invite the reader to think and study further about certain topics relating to
the entries.

NON-PARTISANSHIP

The authors who wrote these entries are as varied as the biographies themselves. Mostly (but
not exclusively) academics, they come from a number of backgrounds and countries
throughout the world: North Americans, Europeans, Turks, Iranians, Arabs, Israelis, and
others. While each one followed a standard format when writing the biographical entries—
the subject’s personal history, contributions, legacy, and so forth—each author approached
the task of writing the biographies from her/his own perspective, background, and expertise.
Throughout, however, we strove to ensure that the entries discussed various aspects of the
subjects’ lives, including controversial matters, in as scholarly and dispassionately a manner
as possible.

This attempt to be as non-polemical and non-partisan as possible also led us to avoid
certain terms and language that implies partisanship. Arabs and Israelis usually refer to the
wars fought between and among them in different fashion. For example, the October 1973
war is usually called “The Yom Kippur War” by Israelis, while Arabs generally employ the
expressions “The Ramadan War” or “The October War.” For the sake of neutrality, we
simply call it the “1973 Arab-Israeli war.” Similarly, Iranians refer to the body of water
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separating Iran from Saudi Arabia and the smaller Arab oil shaykhdoms as the “Persian
Gulf,” while Arab countries call it the “Arabian Gulf.” We diplomatically used the term
“Arabian/Persian Gulf.”

Persons’ identities and nationalities also proved tricky sometimes. One of the sections in
each biographical entry is “nationality.” Sometimes identity and nationality are complicated,
even contested issues, particularly for minority groups. The reader, therefore, will find
various descriptions of persons’ identity and nationality, descriptions that some people
might find objectionable, but that try to reflect what the person him/herself—and/or the
world community—might use. Kurds from Iraq, Turkey, and Iran, for example, usually are
listed as “Kurd from Turkey” or “Iraqi Kurdish,” just as Palestinians from Israel generally are
referred to as “Palestinian citizens of Israel,” and so forth.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

This encyclopedia was a true labor of love, involving much more than just academic expertise
and editorial experience. It was a collaborative effort that brought together the talents and
efforts of many different people, in different walks of life, in a number of countries on several
continents, at various stages of its production. As editor-in-chief I relied heavily upon my
associate editors for their advice in choosing more than three hundred people to spotlight
from the countries of the Middle East and North Africa, as well as in finding appropriate
authors to write the entries about these individuals. The fact that all of the associate editors
were traveling (including overseas), moving, and otherwise busy, made their tasks even more
difficult to accomplish, and I thank them for completing them so well and so cheerfully.
Some of them also were called upon to write some of the entries as well, adding to their
workload. I am particularly grateful for their help in this regard. Aida Bamia’s knowledge of
and insight into North Africa was invaluable to this project, as was J. E. Peterson’s intimate
and longstanding acquaintance with the Arab countries of the Arabian/Persian Gulf. Eric
Hooglund is a consummate scholar of Iranian history, whose extensive background in
publishing and encyclopedia production also proved very helpful to this project. My good
friend Geremy Forman not only put to good use his extensive knowledge of Israeli history
and society, he also helped ensure the timely delivery of the articles by the authors. Finally,
Mine Eren, my friend and colleague at Randolph-Macon College, meticulously went about
the work of shaping the Turkish entries and ensuring their proper quality. I might add that
the decisions on what persons to include in the encyclopedia ultimately rested with me, and I
trust that some of the entries that I added or deleted from the associate editors’ lists of
suggested names meet with their approval. Of course I also would like to thank the dozens of
authors who wrote the entries contained herein. They came from a number of countries and
fields of endeavor and brought to bear on the entries they wrote their expertise, familiarity,
and experiences with this fascinating part of the world.

The committed and tireless staff at Gale are the real heroes of this encyclopedia. It was
they who took ideas and manuscripts and turned them into the exciting, attractive, and
informative reference work you now have before you. I would like to thank Leigh Ann
Cusack of Gale’s New Product Development for her vision in developing a resource such as
this. I was particularly heartened to see how her hopes for what this encyclopedia could
accomplish, and what needs it could serve, matched my own so closely. I would also like to
thank Jay Flynn of New Product Development for his many efforts and ideas that helped
shape this work. Senior Project Editor Andrea Henderson was an absolute joy, and working
with her was both fruitful and even fun. Despite the rigors of a maternity leave and
frightening commuting schedule, she diligently handled her job with a keen sense of purpose
and a wonderful sense of wit. Alas, working with academics is never easy, and nowhere is it
more frustrating than when real-world deadlines collide with the casual schedules of scholars.
Project Editor Laura Avery experienced this in the course of this, her first project involving
working with academic authors. Laura was a true gem throughout, handling the entire
project load during Andrea’s maternity leave and, beyond her other duties, selecting the
many photos that appear in the encyclopedia, which I am sure the reader will agree truly are
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the icing on the cake and greatly enhance the appeal of this work. Few realize just how much
work goes into producing a reference work such as this. Even I, who have worked on several
encyclopedia projects in the past, learned much about just what an amazing and daunting
task Andrea and Laura faced and how they pulled it off with skill and grace. My heartfelt
thanks go out to these two exceptional editors.

I also would like to thank the various friends and colleagues from the Middle East off
whom I bounced ideas, and from whom I solicited advice, recommendations, and informa-
tion in the course of this project. I can only hope that this encyclopedia can in some humble
way contribute to the improvement of understanding and relations between Westerners and
the peoples of the Middle East and North Africa. Finally, as always, I would like to thank my
wife, Lisa, and my daughters Tara, Grace, and Sophia, for their support and their patience
throughout the many hours I labored on this project.

Michael R. Fischbach
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Transliteration and Pronunciation

Guide

A work such as this, which is targeted at an English-speaking audience, faces two major
linguistic challenges. The first involves how to write Middle Eastern and North African
names so that English-speakers can read them. With the major exceptions of Turkish,
Kurdish as it is written in Turkey, and Berber, most languages spoken in the Middle East
and North Africa are not written with Latin letters, as English and most European languages
are. For example, Arabic, Farsi (Persian), and Kurdish (in Iran and Iraq) use Arabic letters.
Hebrew uses its own alphabet, as does Greek. Smaller languages present in the region usually
employ their own alphabets as well, including Armenian, Aramaic and Syriac, and Coptic.
This means that most of the names in this encyclopedia have had to be spelled in Latin
characters—a process called transliteration—if English-speakers are to be able to read them.
However, Latin characters at best can only approximate how the names actually sound when
spoken in their original languages. The second problem involves pronunciation: Even when
transliterated, the names are not only unfamiliar to most Westerners, they also come from
languages that contain sounds that do not exist in English and are thus very hard for English-
speakers to pronounce.

The authors and editors of The Biographical Encyclopedia of the Modern Middle East and
North Africa have tried to keep the process of transliteration as simple as possible for the reader.
We also offer a few guides and tips on pronunciation. When it comes to transliteration, we tried
to keep the system as simple as possible, yet as accurate as we could. When transliterating,
scholars usually like to use somewhat complicated transliteration systems that attach various
dots, dashes, and other diacritical marks to Latin characters in order to indicate specific letters in
Arabic, Hebrew, and so forth. The need for this arises from the fact that there can be more than
one letter in a Middle Eastern alphabet that corresponds to just one character in the Latin
alphabet. For example, there are two letters in Arabic that are approximated by the Latin
character “h.” Similarly, there are two “s” letters, two “d” letters, and so forth. Hebrew has two
“s” letters and two “t” letters. Scholars put diacritical marks on these letters to help one another
differentiate exactly to which letter in the original alphabet they are referring.

These kinds of academic transliteration systems can be very confusing to non-specialists, and
we chose not to use one of them for this encyclopedia. Rather, we have tried to keep things simple.
Arabic and Farsi names are written using a modified version of the transliteration system
employed by the International Journal of Middle East Studies (IIMES). No dots or other diacriticals
are used. The letter “ayn” is indicated by an apostrophe facing the other direction “” only in the
middle of a word, not at the beginning or end. The same is true for the “hamza,” which is
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indicated by an apostrophe “”. Hebrew names are transliterated according to a modified version
of the system adopted by The Encyclopedia Judaica. Because Turkish is written in Latin
characters, Turkish names generally are written as they would appear in Turkey, including
using letters such as “¢” and “ii.” However, we make certain changes, including using “sh” to
represent the “sh” sound (as in the English “ship”), although some authors preferred to use the
Turkish “s” to indicate this sound.

Yet inconsistencies always arise. Some people in the Middle East and North Africa
transliterate their names however they want, not according to any particular transliteration
scheme. Others have become famous in the West under a specific spelling of their name that
does not conform to our transliteration system. A famous example is the name of the late
Iraqi leader Saddam Hussein. The modified IJMES transliteration system that we use here
would spell his name “Saddam Husayn.” But so many people recognize and use the spelling
“Hussein” that going “by the book” with “Husayn” might be confusing. Some people might
even think they were two different people. The first president of Israel is known to history as
“Chaim Weitzmann,” not “Hayyim Vaitsman.” Sometimes people have transliterated their
names as they and others locally pronounce it and not as it would be “properly” pronounced.
So where a person uses a particular spelling of her or his name, or is widely known by that
spelling, we usually have spelled it that way.

This is particularly the case for the North African Arabic names found in this encyclo-
pedia. Because France ruled several North African Arab countries, and French is a second
language to many people there, most North Africans spell their names in Latin letters
according to various French transliteration schemes. For example, they use “dj” instead of
“j” to represent the first consonant sound in the English word “jam.” These systems not only
use French representations of certain sounds, they also reflect specific North African Arabic
accents and dialects. For example, the names of two twentieth century Algerian leaders
almost always are spelled in this way: “Houari Boumédienne” and “Chadli Bendjedid.”
However, the IJMES system, based on how these names are written and pronounced in
formal Arabic, would transliterate them as “Huwwari Abu Midyan” and “al-Shadhili bin
Jadid.” No one would recognize these names were we to force the spelling of their names into
the IJMES system, so we have left them as they themselves transliterated them, or as history
has generally referred to them.

As for pronunciation: It is impossible to offer a complete guide, although here are a few
guides to help the reader in pronouncing the names found in this encyclopedia.

Arabic

¢ Generally pronounce consonants as you would in English, with some exceptions; vowel
sounds are like in Italian or Spanish (for example, long “i” is pronounced like “ee” in
“feel,” not like the “i” in “fine”)

¢ “kh” is made in the back of the throat, almost like clearing one’s throat; like the German
“ch” as in “ach”

e “q” is a clicking sound, like a “k,” made in the back of the throat

e “gh” is a hard, scraping “g” sound made deep in the throat, almost like the sound of
someone gargling

e “ci” and “ay” are like “a” in “made”
«e»

. and “” are best pronounced as glottal stops. So “Mu‘ammar” would be pronounced
like “Mu-ammar,” with a slight pause between the “u” and the first “a”

¢ Double letters usually mean that the letter is lengthened (not actually pronounced
twice), rather like the “c” sound in “black cat.” So “Saddam” would be pronounced like
“Sad-dam”

e “ou” is like “00” in “mood”

o “dj” is like " in “jam”

« »

o “c”is like “s” in “sun”
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TRANSLITERATION AND PRONUNCIATION GUIDE

o “ch” is like “sh” in “shine”
e “aou” is like “ou” in “ouch”
Turkish
* Generally pronounce consonants as you would in English, with some exceptions; vowel

sounds are like in Italian or Spanish (for example, long “i” is pronounced like “ee” in
“feel,” not like the “i” in “fine”)

o “U” is like a long “e” like “feel” with the lips rounded; like the “i” in German

€2 €eem

e “3” is rather like the “ur” in “fur,” with the lips rounded; like the “6” in German
e ¢’ is like the " in “jam”

e “¢” is like the “ch” in “church”

o g is like the “sh” in “ship”

e “ci” is like “a” in “made”

o “ay” is like “I” in “like”

«»

o “g” lengthens the vowel proceeding it
Farsi

e Generally pronounce consonants as you would in English, with some exceptions; vowel
sounds are like in Italian or Spanish (for example, long “i” is pronounced like “ee” in
« » . W - « »
feel,” not like the “i” in “fine”)

e “kh” is made in the back of the throat, almost like clearing one’s throat; like the German
“ch” as in “ach”

«

e “gh” is a hard “g” sound made deep in the throat, almost like the sound of someone
gargling

e “ou” is like “00” in “mood”

e “ae” is like “i” in “like”

e “ci” is like “a” in “made”

« »

o “q” is best pronounced like “g” in “girl,” but made in the back of the throat
Hebrew

¢ Generally pronounce consonants as you would in English, with some exceptions; vowel
sounds are like in Italian or Spanish (for example, long “i” is pronounced like “ee” in
“feel,” not like the “i” in “fine”)

e “kh” and “ch” is made in the back of the throat, almost like clearing one’s throat; like
the German “ch” as in “ach” (certain “h” letters are pronounced this way as well)

o “tz” is like “ts” in “its”

e “ci” is like “i” in “wine”

¢ Double letters usually mean that the letter is pronounced twice. So “Peer” would be
pronounced with two short “e” (like “pet”) sounds, as in “Pe-er”

Kurdish, Greek, etc.

¢ Generally follow the rules of Turkish (for Kurds in Turkey), Arabic and Farsi (for
Kurds in Iraq and Iran), and Arabic (Berbers in North Africa). Greek names are fairly
familiar to most English-speakers.
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List of Chronological Events in the Middle
East and North Africa Since the End
of the Second World War

1945 Formation of the League of Arab States (Arab League)

1946 Jordan becomes independent from Britain; rise and
fall of Kurdish Republic of Mahabad in Iran

1947 United States issues “Truman Doctrine”; Britain
announces intention to abandon the League of Nations
Mandate for Palestine and turn over future of the country
to the United Nations (UN); U.N. General Assembly
adopts Resolution 181 (II) to partition Palestine into a
Jewish state, an Arab state, and an international zone; first
Arab-Israeli war breaks out as a result

1948 Israel declares its independence; Arab-Israeli war esca-
lates as troops from six Arab states enter the fighting;
750,000 Palestinian refugees flee or are expelled by
Israeli forces; thousands of Jews emigrate from several
Arab countries; Imam Yahya assassinated in Yemen

1949 First Arab-Israeli war ends when Israel signs armistice
agreements with Egypt, Syria, Lebanon, Jordan; Jordan
annexes West Bank; three military coups d’état take place
in Syria; U.N. General Assembly passes resolution calling
for independence of Libya

1950 Turkish government sends troops as part of UN
military coalition in Korean war; Turkey holds first
multi-party elections since becoming a republic; thou-
sands of Iraqi Jews begin immigrating to Israel

1951 Libya achieves independence under UN supervision;
Oman obtains independence from Britain; Jordan’s King
Abdullah T assassinated; Iran nationalizes Anglo-Iranian
Oil Company

1952 Turkey joins North Atantic Treaty Organization
(NATO); military coup d’état overthrows Egyptian mon-
archy, Jamal Abd al-Nasir (Gamal Abdel Nasser) emerges

as strongman

XXVI

1953 Military coup d’état in Iran overthrows Prime
Minister Mohammed Mosaddegh; King Hussein bin
Talal assumes the throne in Jordan; King Abd al-Aziz Al
Sa‘ud of Saudi Arabia dies

1954 Algerian war of independence against France begins;
Britain signs treaty with Egypt to withdraw its troops
from the zone around the Suez Canal

1955 Iraq, Turkey, and Iran join British-led Baghdad Pact;
Egypt signs major arms deal with Soviet Union; Israel
signs arms deal with France; civil war breaks out in Sudan

1956 Morocco and Tunisia become independent from
France; Sudan becomes independent from Britain and
Egypt; Egypt nationalizes Suez Canal Company; Suez
War begins with Britain, France, and Israel at war with
Egypt; Suez Canal blocked because of the Suez War,
disrupting global shipping; Egypt begins expelling thou-
sands of Jews as a result of the Suez War

1957 United States issues “Eisenhower Doctrine”; Israel
withdraws from occupied Sinai, Gaza Strip; Suez Canal
reopens

1958 Egypt and Syria are united as the United Arab
Republic (UAR); civil war breaks out in Lebanon, the
United States lends Marines to bolster Lebanese govern-
ment; military coup d’état overthrows Iraqi monarchy,
General Abd al-Karim Qasim becomes Iraqi prime
minister

1959 Oil discovered in Libya

1960 Turkish military stages coup d’état against the civilian
government; Cyprus obtains independence from Britain;
Mauritania obtains independence from France; creation
of Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries

(OPEC)



1961 Syria secedes from UAR; Kurdish insurgency against
Iraqi government occurs; King Mohammed V of
Morocco dies, is succeeded by King Hassan II; Kuwait
obtains independence from Britain

1962 Algeria obtains independence from France, more than
100,000 French citizens flee for France; Egyptian actor
Omar Sharif stars in Lawrence of Arabia; military coup
d’état against King Muhammad al-Badr leads to civil war
in Yemen, with Egyptian troops eventually supporting
republican side

1963 Ba‘th Party comes to power in Syria via coup d’état;
Ba‘th Party briefly comes to power in Iraq via coup d’état;
Shah Mohammad Reza Pahlavi declares start of “White

Revolution” in Iran

1964 Formation of Palestine Liberation Organization
(PLO); King Sa‘ud of Saudi Arabia deposed, replaced
by King Faysal; Turkey becomes an associate member
of the European Economic Community

1965 Houari Boumédienne overthrows government of
Ahmed Ben Bella in Algeria

1967 Arab-Israeli war breaks out; Israel defeats armies of
Egypt, Syria, and Jordan and occupies the Gaza Strip,
Sinai Peninsula, West Bank and East Jerusalem, and
Golan Heights; hundreds of thousands of Palestinians
and Syrians are displaced as a result of Arab-Israeli fight-
ing, thousands of Jews emigrate from several Arab coun-
tries as well; Israel annexes East Jerusalem; Suez Canal
closed because of Arab-Israeli fighting, forcing ships
bound from Asia to Europe to travel around the Horn
of Africa; shipping companies begin building supertan-
kers as a result (to be able to carry more cargo, especially
oil, on each journey); U.N. Security Council passes
Resolution 242 regarding Arab-Israeli peace; Egyptian
troops leave Yemen; South Yemen becomes independent
from Britain

1968 Coup d’état returns Ba‘th Party to power in Iraq

1969 Egyptian-Israeli War of Actrition begins; military
coup d’état overthrows Libyan monarchy, Mu‘ammar
al-Qaddafi becomes new strongman; Ja‘far Numayri
becomes president of Sudan after military coup d’état;
Yasir Arafat becomes chair of PLO

1970 U.S. Secretary of State William Rogers announces
“Rogers Plan” for Arab-Israeli peace; Israeli-Egyptian
War of Attrition ends; fighting breaks out in Jordan
between PLO and Jordanian army; Egypt’s Jamal Abd
al-Nasir (Gamal Abdel Nasser) dies; Hafiz al-Asad takes
power in Syria via a coup d’état; Qaboos Al Bu Sa‘id
deposes his father, becomes sultan of Oman; High Dam
in Aswan, Egypt completed; Yemeni civil war ends

1971 Devaluation of U.S. dollar leads to decrease in rev-
enue of oil-producing states; Bahrain and Qatar obtain
independence from Britain; creation of the United Arab
Emirates leads to evacuation of last British military forces
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in Arabian/Persian Gulf; Turkish military forces the res-
ignation of Prime Minister Siileyman Demirel

1972 Civil war ends in Sudan; Palestinians kill eleven Israeli
athletes at Olympic Summer Games in Munich

1973 Frente Popular de Liberacién de Saguia el Hamra y
Rio de Oro (POLISARIO) established; Arab-Israeli war
breaks out; U.N. Security Council passes Resolution 338
regarding Arab-Israeli peace; Arab oil-producing states
reduce exports of oil in response to Western support of
Israel, global oil prices increase 380 percent; Arab-Israeli
peace conference in Geneva; coup d’état overthrows gov-
ernment of Zahir Shah in Afghanistan

1974 Israel signs armistice agreements with Egypt and Syria
thanks to mediation efforts of U.S. Secretary of State
Henry Kissinger; Cypriot military coup d’état in favor
of union with Greece prompts military invasion by
Turkish forces; Arab League recognizes PLO as “sole,
legitimate representative of the Palestinian people”;
PLO Chair Yasir Arafac addresses UN General
Assembly; Kurdish insurgency breaks out in Iraq

1975 Civil war breaks out in Lebanon; United Arab
Emirates become independent from Britain; Algiers
Agreement between Iran and Iraq leads to end of
Kurdish insurgency in Iraq; Spain relinquishes control
of Western Sahara, Morocco and Mauritania lay claim to
the area; Saudi King Faysal assassinated; Egyptian singer
Umm Kulthum dies; Egypt and Israel sign Sinai Interim
Agreement; U.N. General Assembly passes Resolution
3379 equating Zionism with racism

1976 Syrian forces invade Lebanon to end civil war;
POLISARIO declares independence of Sahrawi Arab
Democratic Republic

1977 Egyptian President Anwar Sadat flies to Israel,
addresses the Knesset

1978 Iranian revolution begins; Israeli forces invade south-
ern Lebanon following Palestinian terrorist raid on Israel;
Egyptian President Anwar Sadat and Isracli Prime
Minister Menachem Begin sign Camp David Accord in
Maryland thanks to mediation efforts of U.S. President
Jimmy Carter; Begin and Sadat awarded Nobel Peace
Prize; communist coup d’état overthrows government of

Afghanistan

1979 Shah Mohammed Reza Pahlavi flees Iran, Ayatollah
Ruhollah Khomeini returns from exile, Islamic Republic
of Iran declared; Egypt and Israel sign peace treaty in
Washington; Saddam Hussein becomes president of Iraq;
U.S. hostages taken in Iran; Islamic militants take over
Grand Mosque in Mecca, Saudi Arabia; coup d’état in
Afghanistan leads to invasion by Soviet forces; United
States announces “Carter Doctrine”; Mauritania gives up
claims to Western Sahara

1980 Military coup d’état overthrows civilian government
in Turkey; Iran-Iraq War begins
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LIST OF CHRONOLOGICAL EVENTS

1981 American hostages released from Iran; Egyptian
President Anwar Sadat assassinated; Israeli air force
planes destroy Iraq’s nuclear reactor; creation of the
Gulf Cooperation Council; Israel annexes Golan Heights

1982 Israel withdraws from last of occupied Sinai
Peninsula; Israel invades Lebanon, besieges Beirut, and
forces PLO Chairman Yasir Arafat and his fighters to
leave Beirut; American, French, and Italian troops enter
Beirut to supervise PLO withdrawal; Lebanese President-
elect Bashir Gemayel assassinated, Christian forces kill
hundreds of Palestinians in Sabra and Shatila refugee
camps in Beirut

1983 Islamic militants blow up American embassy, Marine
barracks, and barracks of French forces in Beirut; civil war
breaks out in Sudan, Sudan People’s Liberation Army/
Movement (SPLA/M) formed; Turkish Cypriots declare
independence of Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus

1984 United States and other Western forces withdraw
from Lebanon; Kurdish insurgency begins in Turkey

1985 Sultan bin Salman Al Sa‘ud becomes first Middle
Easterner in space; major decline in global oil prices;
Hizbullah movement emerges publicly in Lebanon

1986 U.S. planes bomb Tripoli, Libya, in response to
terrorist attack against American military personnel in
Germany; secret U.S.-Iranian arms deal exposed, leading
to “Iran-Contra” scandal in United States

1987 Tunisian President Habib Bourguiba deposed, replaced
by Zein al-Abidin Ben Ali; United States agrees to protect
Kuwaiti ships in Arabian/Persian Gulf; first Palestinian
Intifada breaks out

1988 Iran-Iraq War ends; Naguib Mahfouz receives Nobel
Prize for literature; Anfal campaign against Kurds in Irag;
Lebanon ruled by two rival governments; Jordan renounces
claim to West Bank; PLO’s Palestine National Council
declares independence of Palestine; PLO Chair Yasir
Arafat renounces terrorism, U.S.-PLO dialogue ensues;
formation of Hamas movement in West Bank and Gaza
Strip

1989 Iran’s Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini dies; Ta'if
Accord signed by Lebanese politicians; Soviet forces with-
draw from Afghanistan; military coup d’état led by
General Umar Hasan al-Bashir overthrows Sudanese
government

1990 Major earthquake in Iran; Iraq invades Kuwait, U.N.
Security Council imposes sanctions on Iraq; Yemen and
South Yemen unite; Lebanese politician General Michel
Aoun forced into exile by Syrian troops, ending Lebanese
civil war

1991 U.S.-led military coalition attacks Iragi forces in
Kuwait and Iraq; Iraq signs armistice agreement; Iraqi
forces crush anti-regime Shi‘ite and Kurdish uprisings;
establishment of Kurdistan Regional Government in
northern Iraq; UN creates United Nations Special
Commission (UNSCOM) to search for weapons of
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mass destruction in Iraq; Arab-Israeli peace conference
held in Madrid; UN General Assembly Resolution 46/86
revokes 1975 resolution equating Zionism with racism;
Algerian runner Hassiba Boulmerka becomes first African
woman ever to win a world title when she wins the 1,500-

meter dash at the World Championship games in Tokyo

1992 Algerian military cancels parliamentary elections and
deposes President Chadli Bendjedid, prompting start of
civil war between government and Islamic militants;
communist government of Najibullah collapses in
Afghanistan; UN Security Council imposes sanctions on
Libya; Boutros Boutros-Ghali elected UN Secretary-
General; Israeli-Palestinian peace talks in Washington

1993 Israel and the PLO agree to recognize one another,
sign the Declaration of Principles (also known as the Oslo
Accord) in Washington

1994 Palestinian Authority (PA) established in part of the
West Bank and Gaza Strip following signing of PLO-
Israeli Agreement on the Gaza Strip and the Jericho Area
(also known as the Cairo Accords); Israeli Prime Minister
Yitzhak Rabin, Israeli Foreign Minister Shimon Peres,
and PLO Chair Yasir Arafat share Nobel Peace Prize;
Israel and Jordan sign peace treaty; civil war in Yemen

1995 Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin assassinated;
Israeli-Palestinian Interim Agreement (also known as

Oslo II) signed; Hamad bin Khalifa Al Thani seizes
power in Quatar, deposing his father

1996 PLO Chair Yasir Arafat elected president of the PA;
Syrian Ghada Shouaa wins heptathlon at Olympic sum-
mer games in Atlanta, earning the title “world’s greatest
female athlete”; Taliban takes power in most of
Afghanistan; establishment of Al Jazeera television net-
work in Qatar; International Federation of Associated
Werestling  Styles names Turkish wrestler Hamza
Yerlikaya “Wrestler of the Century”

1997 Iranian director Abbas Kiarostami wins Palme d’Or at
Cannes Film Festival; Turkish military forces the resigna-
tion of Prime Minister Necmettin Erbakan; Mohammad
Khatami elected president of Iran

1998 Iraq expels UNSCOM inspectors, major U.S. bomb-
ing campaign in Iraq ensues

1999 Major earthquake in Turkey; King Hussein of Jordan
dies, replaced by King Abdullah II bin Hussein; King
Hassan IT of Morocco dies, replaced by King Muhammad
VI; Turkey recognized as a candidate for membership in
the European Union; UN replaces UNSCOM with
United Nations Monitoring Verification and Inspections
Commission (UNMOVIC); Turkish special forces cap-
ture Kurdish leader Abdullah Ocalan in Kenya

2000 U.S. President Bill Clinton hosts Israeli-Syrian peace
talks at Shepherdstown, West Virginia; Israeli forces
withdraw from southern Lebanon; Syrian President
Hafiz al-Asad dies; President Clinton brings together
Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Barak and PLO Chair Yasir
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Arafat at Camp David II summit in Maryland; Second
Palestinian Intifada breaks out; Kurdish insurgency in
Turkey ends

2001 Israeli-PLO peace talks in Taba, Egypt; 9/11 attacks
in United States carried out by Islamic militants asso-
ciated with al-Qa‘ida; United States invades Afghanistan,
overthrows Taliban government

2002 Hamid Karzai elected president of Afghanistan; Israeli
forces reoccupy West Bank cities under PA control; Israel
begins construction of security barrier/separation wall;
“Road Map” for Israeli-Palestinian peace announced;
UNMOVIC begins arms inspections in Iraq; Turkish
runner Siireyya Ayhan named 2002 European Female
Athlete of the Year

2003 UNMOVIC withdraws from Iraq; United States and
Britain invade Iraq and overthrow government of
President Saddam Hussein; Iranian Shirin Ebadi awarded
Nobel Peace Prize; Israeli astronaut Ilan Ramon dies
when his spacecraft disintegrates upon reentry into earth’s
atmosphere; UN Security Council lifts sanctions on
Libya and Iraq

2004 United States returns sovereignty to provisional Iraqi
government; trial of Saddam Hussein begins in Iraq;
Israelis Avram Hershko and Aaron Ciechanover awarded
Nobel Prizes for chemistry; Iraqi architect Zaha Hadid
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awarded Pritzker Prize in architecture; Palestinian leader
Yasir Arafat dies; referendum in Cyprus fails to approve
the “Annan Plan” for resolving the Cyprus problem

2005 Former Lebanese Prime Minister Rafiq Hariri assas-
sinated; Syria bows to international pressure, withdraws
its forces from Lebanon; Egyptian Mohamed ElBaradei
awarded Nobel Peace Prize; Kurdish leader Jalal Talabani
elected president of Iraq; Mas‘ud Barzani elected presi-
dent of Kurdistan Regional Government in Iraq; Saudi
Arabia’s King Fahd dies, replaced by King Abdullah bin
Abd al-Aziz al-Sa‘ud; Israel evacuates Jewish settlements
in Gaza and a portion of the West Bank; Comprehensive
Peace Agreement signed by Sudan and SPLA/M ends
Sudanese civil war; SPLA/M leader John Garang killed
in plane crash; Mahmoud Ahmadinejad elected president
of Iran

2006 Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon suffers a massive
stroke, is replaced by Ehud Olmert; Israel-Hizbullah war
occurs in Lebanon and northern Israel; Orhan Pamuk
receives Nobel Prize for literature; Saddam Hussein exe-
cuted in Iraq

2007 U.N. dissolves UNMOVIG; first fully democratic
elections in Mauritania occur; Hamas movement seizes
power in Gaza Strip, PA President Mahmud Abbas dis-

solves government and appoints a new prime minister
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ABBA, DIMI MINT BENAISSI
(1958-)

Dimi Mint Benaissi Abba (also known as Dimi Mint
Abba) is the most influential and well-known Mauritanian
musician of her generation. Extremely popular in her
home country, she is one of the few Mauritanian musi-
cians to receive international recognition through her
recordings and performances in Europe, the Middle East,
and Africa. For the last several decades, she also has served
as the foremost cultural ambassador for her country. As a
griotte, Abba is continuing the tradition of griots (males)
and griottes (females) who have served for centuries as oral
historians, soothsayers, poets, praise singers, and enter-
tainers in Mauritania and other bordering countries—
Senegal, Mali, Guinea, and Guinea-Bissau).

PERSONAL HISTORY

Abba was born in Tidjikdja, Mauritania in 1958 into an
iggawin (musician caste) family. Her parents were both
prominent Mauritanian musicians. Her father, Sidaty
Ould Abba, was a prominent singer and composer, and
her mother, Feu Mounina Mint Eida, was an expert
musician who played the ardin (a fourteen-string harp
similar to the West African kora traditionally played only
by females) and percussion. Abba began singing at an early
age and began study of the ardin and tabl (kettdedrum)
with her mother at ten. She also learned to play the tidnit,
a small four-string lute traditionally played only by males
(similar to the West African ngoni). During adolescence,
she began to excel as a vocalist and a performer on the ardin.
At eighteen, she won a national radio competition in 1976
that led to her representing Mauritania at the internationally-
prominent festival &'Oum Kulthum in Tunisia. She won a
Gold Medal at the festival for her performance of the song
“Sawt al-Fan” that asserted that musicians are more impor-
tant to a society than fighters. The appearance exposed her to
an international audience and led to increased popularity both
at home and abroad, particularly in the Arab world. During
the next decade, she performed concerts and at festivals
throughout the Middle East and North Africa, including
the Festival of Arabic Youth in Iraq (1977), the Festival of
Timgad in Algeria (1978), and the Festival of Agadir in
Morocco (1986).

In 1989 Abba toured Europe offering the first expo-
sure of many Western audiences to Mauritanian music.
In 1990, she released the album Moorish Music from
Mauritania on the World Circuit label. The recording
of the album, reportedly recommended to the label by
Malian superstar Ali Farke Touré, was the first studio
recording of the griot/griotte tradition; all previous record-
ings had been live recordings. The album featured Abba
on vocals and ardin and her husband, Khalifa Ould

Eide—a prominent Mauritanian grios~—on vocals, tidnit,



Abba, Dimi Mint Benaissi

BIOGRAPHICAL HIGHLIGHTS

Name: Dimi Mint Benaissi Abba; also Dimi Mint
Abba

Birth: 1958 in Tidjikdja, Mauritania

Family: Husband, Khalifa Ould Eide; two daughters

Nationality: Mauritanian

PERSONAL CHRONOLOGY:
* 1976: Wins a radio contest in Mauritania
entitling her to represent the country at the

Festival ’Oum Kuhlthum in Tunisia; awarded a
Gold Medal at the Festival d’Oum Kuhlthum

* 1977: Performs at the Festival of Arabic Youth
(Iraq)

* 1978: Performs at the Festival of Timgad
(Algeria)

* 1986: Performs at the Festival of Agadir
(Morocco)

* 1989: First European tour

* 1990: Release of the recording Moorish Music
from Mauritania

* 1992: Release of the recording Musique & chants
de Mauritanie

* 1993: Tour of the United States

* 1996: Awarded a Gold Medal for voice at the
African-Arab Exhibition (Johannesburg, South Africa)

* 1999: Awarded a Gold medal for voice at the
African-Arab Exhibition (Dakar, Senegal)

* 2000: Featured performer at the Gnawa Festival
of Essaouira (Morocco)

* 2002: Featured performer at the Gnawa Festival
of Essaouira (Morocco); performed at the Festival
of Sacred Music in Fes (Morocco)

* 2003: Performed at the Festival in the Desert
(Mali)

* 2004: Featured performer at the Festival
International des Musiques in the Nouakchott,
Mauritania

and electric guitar. Abba and Eide were accompanied by
a tabl player and a female chorus, which included their
daughter Veirouz Mint Seymali. In 1992, Abba released
a second album on the French Avudis Ethnic label,

Musique & chants de Mauritanie/Music and Songs of
Mauritania. The success of the European tour and the
positive critical response to the two albums led to a tour
of the United States in 1993.

Abba then took a break from her busy performing
schedule to have another daughter. However, she con-
tinued doing performances in Mauritania and appeared
at a number of festivals in Africa, winning gold medals
for best voice at the African-Arab Exhibitions in Johan-
nesburg, South Africa in 1996 and in Dakar, Senegal in
1999. During this period, she also performed frequently
in the neighboring country of Morocco where she fre-
quently appeared on television, played with the Moroc-
can Royal Orchestra, and gave a royal performance for
King HASSAN 1I.

In the late 1990s, she returned to a more active
international touring schedule. In 2000 and 2002, she
was a featured performer at the enormously popular
Essaouira Festival of Gnawa Music. She also performed
at the international Festival of Sacred Music in Fes,
Morocco in 2002. In 2004, Abba was a featured per-
former at the festival International des Musiques in
Nouakchott, Mauritania. In 2006, she performed at the
Festival in the Desert in Mali. An album is scheduled for
release on the World Circuit label in 2008.

INFLUENCES AND CONTRIBUTIONS

Abba’s music is a modernization of the griot/griotte
tradition that was reserved for members of the iggawin:
a low caste that served the warrior caste as praise singers,
oral historians, and poets. Reflecting the history and
ethnic composition of Mauritania, the iggawin musical
tradition blended Arabic, Berber, and Sudanic influences.
A strict set of musical rules that saw little change bet-
ween the late eighteenth century and the mid twentieth
century governed the music of the griots/griottes. Musical
performances followed a specified progression of modal
structures that led the performance through three modal
“ways”: black (lakhal) to spotted (zzraag—mixed black
and white elements) to white (lzbyad). The most impor-
tant musical instruments used by the iggawin were the
tidnit and the ardin. Oral transmission from parents to
children maintained the iggawin musical tradition, and
Abba learned her skills as a griorte from her mother.
After independence from France in 1960, the role of
the iggawin began to change with the growth of a more
urbanized population, particularly in the capital city
Nouakchott and the development of the country’s mass
media. Pre-independence, griots and griottes performing
for members of the nobility (warrior caste) and the
musical tradition were little known among the general
public. Initial exposure on the radio—Radio Nouakchott
founded in 1961—at government-sponsored concerts,
and later exposure on television, helped introduce a wider
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CONTEMPORARIES

There are numerous prominent grios and griottes in
Mauritania today, but relatively few are known
outside of the country. Among the most well known
is Abba’s husband and performing partner Khalifa
Ould Eide. Aicha Mint Chighaly, another prominent
griotte who, like Abba, performs a mix of traditional
and modernized styles, became internationally known
after the release of a recording in 1998. A number of
griots and griottes have been particularly active in
efforts to “renew” the iggawin tradition that began in
the mid-1970s. Malouma Mint el Meydah has sought
to seck interest in the tradition through her
performances abroad, most notably at the 1988
Carthage Festival in Tunisia. Some traditionalists
have opposed these efforts for renewal, including
Sidaty Oul Abba, who advocates a strict maintenance
of the musical rules of the iggawin tradition. Seymali
Ould Hemed Wall, son of renowned grior Mennina
Mint Aliyen, was an early leader of this effort but later
was instrumental in developing a musical style
featuring a more prominent incorporation of Arab

musical influences.

audience to the music. Increasingly perceived as enter-
tainers and creative artists, griots/griottes began to lose
their traditional dependence upon the patronage of the
higher warrior caste and became highly desired perform-
ers for weddings, social events, and state ceremonies.
During the 1970s, the music of the iggawin also began
to become known in other African countries through
festival performances by griots and griottes.

Changes in the role and status of the grioss/griottes
led to changes in musical style and performances of
iggawin music by musicians not born into the iggawin
caste. During the 1970s, when Abba began her career,
traditional melodies were “modernized” and some musi-
cians created larger ensembles that occasionally included
saxophones, electric guitars, synthesizers, and drum
machines. Abba’s husband, Khalifa Ould Eide, was an
influential figure in popularizing the use of the electric
guitar as a replacement for the tidnit. Other musicians,
including the prominent grior Seymali Ould Hemed
Wall, substituted the Arabic ud (oud; lute) for the tidnit,
helping to create greater popularity for the music in the
Middle East. Some iggawin have maintained the strict
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rules of traditional practice. Abba has taken a middle
road between those who seek to “modernize” the practice
and those calling for a strict adherence to traditional
rules. Her ensemble is larger than the traditional ensem-
ble, including a vocal chorus and her husband playing an
electric guitar. On occasion, she has also performed with
additional instruments including keyboards and saxo-
phones. However, she has not significantly altered the
thythmic and melodic elements of iggawin music to
create modern “pop” music. Her performances often
follow the traditional progression of melodic modes from

black through spotted to white.

THE WORLD’S PERSPECTIVE

Abba has been the most significant figure in creating an
awareness of Mauritanian music outside of Mauritania. Prior
to the effort of the government to present Mauritanian
music at festivals throughout Africa and the Middle East
beginning in the mid-1970s, there was little knowledge of
the iggawin musical tradition outside of Mauritania. Abba,
who earned awards and accolades at a number of interna-
tional festivals early in her career, was a significant figure in
these efforts. During the 1990s, she became the best-known
Mauritanian musician in the world and was influential in
introducing Mauritanian music to new audiences in Africa,

the Middle East, Europe, and North America.

LEGACY

Abba is the most influential Mauritanian musician of the
last half-century. She was instrumental in introducing
audiences outside her country to Mauritanian music,
particularly the music of the iggawin tradition. During
the last three decades, she has also been a significant
figure in the debate in Mauritania about the future role
of the griot/griotte and the direction of the iggawin musi-
cal tradition. Through her popularity at home and
abroad and her frequent role as cultural ambassador for
her country, she exerts a significant influence on the
direction of the griot/griotte tradition.
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ABBAS, MAHMUD
(1935-)

Palestinian politician Mahmud Abbas (also known as Abu
Mazin) long played a key role in the Israeli-Palestinian
peace process and had become the paramount political
leader on the Palestinian political scene by the early
twenty-first century. It was under his leadership that Israel
and the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) first
started face-to-face talks in the early 1990s, a process that
gave birth to the Palestinian Authority (PA), and it was he
who assumed the positions of chairman of the PLO and
president of the PA upon the death of long-time Pales-
tinian leader YASIR ARAFAT in 2004.

PERSONAL HISTORY

Abbas was born in 1935 in the town of Safad (Hebrew:
Tzfat) in the Galilee region of what was then Mandatory
Palestine. Most of Safad’s inhabitants at that time were
Sunni Muslim Arabs like Abbas’s family, but about

Mabmud Abbas. OMAR RASHID/GETTY IMAGES.

BIOGRAPHICAL HIGHLIGHTS

Name: Mahmud Abbas (Mahmoud Abbas, Abu
Mazen, Abu Mazin)

Birth: 1935, Safad, Mandatory Palestine

Family: Wife, Amina; three sons, Mazin
(deceased 2002), Yasser, Tareq
Nationality: Palestinian

Education: Egypt, Syria; Damascus University;
Ph.D., Oriental College, Moscow, 1982

PERSONAL CHRONOLOGY:
* 1948: Flees as a refugee to Syria
* 1960s: Founding member of Fatah

* 1960s—present: Senior official in the Palestine
Liberation Organization (PLO)

* 1964: Gains membership in Fatah’s Central

Committee

* 1980: Gains membership in PLO’s Executive
Committee

* 2003: Prime minister of the Palestinian Authority
(PA)

* 2004—present: PLO chairman and PA president

twenty percent were Jews—roughly the same percentage
as in the population of Palestine at large. The Abbas
family’s fortunes changed dramatically after fighting
broke out between Jews and Arabs in Palestine in late
1947, following the United Nations decision to partition
the country into Jewish and Arab states. In the course of
this fighting, Jewish forces captured Safad on 11 May
1948, after which the Arab population—about 11,000
people—fled. Young Abbas and his family ultimately
took refuge in Damascus, Syria. Israel did not allow the
vast majority of Palestinian refugees to return, and Abbas
became a permanent exile from his country.

Abbas worked as an elementary school teacher in
Syria and later studied in Egypt and Syria, eventually
graduating from Damascus University. As a student, he
involved himself in Palestinian nationalist politics in the
General Union of Palestinian Students. Later in life,
Abbas completed a Ph.D. on the history of Zionism at
Oriental College in Moscow in the Soviet Union in
1982. In 1957, he capitalized on his education and
moved to Qatar to work in the Qatari education depart-
ment. There he continued his involvement in the Pales-
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tinian national movement through his associations with
fellow Palestinian expatriates. Along with figures like Yasir
Arafat, Abbas became one of the founders of the Pales-
tinian National Liberation Movement, better known by
its backwards Arabic acronym, al-Fatah. Like many in the
movement, he assumed a nom de guerre (pseudonym)
that began with “Abu” (“father of”), following the Arab
convention of calling a man by the name of his eldest
son. Abbas became known as Abu Mazin (“father of
Mazin”), after his first-born son, who died in 2002.
Abbas still is commonly referred to this way by Palesti-
nians. He rose to membership in Fatah’s Central Com-
mittee, its top leadership body, in 1964, and has

remained one of Fatah’s key figures since.

Abbas’s political fortunes rose with those of Fatah,
which by 1968 was the most important Palestinian
nationalist organization. By 1969, Fatah had become
the dominant faction in the Palestine Liberation Organ-
ization (PLO). Abbas served as a Fatah representative in
the Palestinian National Council, the PLO parliament,
starting in 1968. Yet Abbas’s real source of power was his
relationship as a key advisor and trusted lieutenant to
Fatah chairman Yasir Arafat, who in 1969 became chair-
man of the PLO as well. Abbas was given a number of
key positions in the PLO over the years, including mem-
bership in its top leadership body, the Executive Com-
mittee, starting in 1980 (and secretary general of the
committee starting in 1996). He also secured the impor-
tant Occupied Territories portfolio in 1988 and headed
the National and International Relations Department
from 1984 to 2000.

Abbas was the senior PLO official in charge of
negotiations with Israel beginning with the October
1991 Madrid Peace Talks. As a result of the secret deal
reached between Israel and the PLO in Oslo, Norway, in
September 1993—an agreement called the Declaration
of Principles but also known as the Oslo Accord—Abbas
was catapulted from relative public obscurity into the full
glare of the international media. He joined Arafat on the
lawn of the White House in Washington to sign the
accord on 13 September 1993, in the presence of U.S.
president Bill Clinton, Isracli prime minister YITZHAK
RABIN, and Israeli foreign minister SHIMON PERES, among
others, all of whom were well-known public figures. It
was in fact Abbas, not Arafat, who actually signed the
document for the PLO. Abbas continued to coordinate
the Israeli-Palestinian peace process, known to the world
as the Oslo process, a process that produced agreement
on the formation of a Palestinian government called the
Palestinian Authority (PA) in parts of the Israeli-occu-
pied West Bank and Gaza Strip.

As a result, Abbas was able to return to his homeland
in July 1995 after 47 years in exile. Although he visited
Safad and saw his boyhood home shortly thereafter,
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Abbas took up residence in Ramallah and Gaza City in
territory under the control of the PA. He headed the PA’s
Central Elections Commission from 1996 to 2002, coor-
dinating the first-ever direct Palestinian elections in Jan-
uary 1996, by which PA citizens chose a legislative body,
the Palestinian Legislative Council, and a president, Ara-
fat. Abbas himself was elected to the council as a repre-
sentative from the West Bank town of Qalqilya. He also
remained busy directing Palestinian negotiators in their
ongoing talks with Israel from 1994 until the collapse of
the Oslo process in January 2001.

More significantly, he became the first prime minister
of the PA in 2003. The various Israeli-Palestinian agree-
ments signed as part of the Oslo process only made
reference to a single PA executive position, that of
“ra’is”—a term that was deliberately left in the original
Arabic because the two sides could not agree on whether
to translate the term as “chairman” (as the Israelis wanted)
or “president” (as the Palestinians wanted). Regardless of
its translation, Arafat was the “ra’is,” and, because no
further presidential election was held while he was alive,
he had enjoyed sole executive authority since the PA was
formed in 1994. Mounting international criticism of Ara-
fat’s method of governance, plus his unwillingness to
wield the numerous PA security forces under his com-
mand against militant groups like Hamas that continued
to attack Israelis during the second Intifada that broke out
in September 2000, eventually led the U.S. and Israel to
halt all further contacts with Arafat. Bowing to the pres-
sure, Arafat agreed to create a new post of PA prime
minister, and reluctantly allowed Abbas to assume the
position on 30 April 2003.

Abbas’s short tenure as prime minister was marred
by his conflict with Hamas, as well as by internal friction
within his own Fatah movement over his talks with the
Israelis. Yet his most pronounced struggle was with Ara-
fat, his one-time political mentor. Upon assuming the
post of prime minister, Abbas was courted by the Israelis
and the Americans, but also pressured to crack down on
Hamas. Yet he also was faced with the need to avoid
looking like a tool of the Americans in the eyes of
Palestinians. His conflict with Arafat over who would
control PA security forces reached a head when he
appointed a loyalist, MUHAMMAD DAHLAN, as minister of
state for Security Affairs, only to have Arafat counter by
appointing Dahlan’s rival, Jibril Rajub, to the new post
of national security advisor to the president. As a result of
these various conflicts, Abbas resigned first from the
Fatah Central Committee in July (although he later
rejoined) and then from his post as prime minister on 6
September after only four months in office.

Abbas quietly withdrew from the public political scene
for a little more than a year. Arafat’s death on 11 November
2004 opened the door for his political rehabilitation.
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Within hours of Arafac’s passing, the PLO Executive
Committee appointed Abbas chairman of the PLO,
only the fourth person to hold the position since the
organization’s inception in 1964. Further consolidating
his power, Abbas also was elected president of the PA
on 9 January 2005 with 62 percent of the votes. Abbas
now controls two of the three major portfolios once
held by Arafat: PA president and PLO chairman. The
third, Fatah chairman, was assumed in November 2004
by long-time Fatah figure Faruq Qaddumi, who
actually wields little influence within the group. Abbas
has retained those two posts ever since.

INFLUENCES AND CONTRIBUTIONS

Abbas was deeply influenced over the decades by his
refugee experience. His commitment to, and lengthy
involvement in, the Palestinian national movement stems
from his having lived in exile for most of his life since his
family fled Safad when he was thirteen years old. Like
many of his generation, wealth and success elsewhere in
the Arab world never could erase the longing to return
home. While most Palestinian refugees in the 1950s
placed their political hopes in the leaders of the Arab
world to defeat Israel for them and open the door to
return, Abbas was one of a small group of lower-middle-
class and professional Palestinians living in the Arab Gulf
countries who chose instead the path of self-liberation.
The organization they established, Fatah, was unique at
the time of its establishment in the late 1950s in proposing
that Palestinians wage their own military struggle against
Israel. Fatah thereafter played the leading role in shaping
the modern Palestinian national movement. Fatah went
on to control the PLO in 1969, where its refugee leader-
ship subsequently spent decades trying to translate their
desire to return to Palestine into concrete actions to make
this happen. While never himself a combatant, Abbas was
a central figure in Fatah for decades, translating the bitter-
ness of his personal exile into the nationalist campaign for
creation of a Palestinian state.

Abbas’s experiences with Fatah and the PLO over the
years also showed him, however, that an Arab and Pales-
tinian armed struggle never would lead to a Palestinian state
and the return of the refugees because Israel, time and time
again, defeated all Arab military challenges to its power. He
came to realize that ultimately only diplomacy would lead
to the Palestinians’ realizing at least some of their national
aspirations. Like those of other Fatah founders, his lower-
middle-class origins and conservative Muslim background
also shaped his overall conservative, pragmatic worldview,
in marked contrast to some of the expansive, revolutionary
views held over the years by Palestinian activists from
different social backgrounds.

Abbas has made two major contributions to the
Palestinian national movement and the wider Middle

CONTEMPORARIES

Known by the nom de guerre Abu Jihad, Khalil al-
Wazir (1935-1988) was another founding member of
Fatah who rose to senior positions within both Fatah
and the PLO. Born in Ramla, Palestine, to Muslim
Palestinian parents, al-Wazir and his family were made
refugees by the 1948 War. After helping form Fatah,

al-Wazir became deeply involved in military action

against Israel starting in the early 1960s. He founded
al-Asifa, Fatah’s military wing, and later served on the
PLO’s Supreme Military Council. More than anyone
else, it was al-Wazir who shaped the theory and
practice of Palestinian armed struggle. As holder of the
PLO’s Occupied Territories portfolio, he also played a
key role in organizing PLO activities in the West Bank
and Gaza Strip after their capture by Israel in 1967,
activities that helped trigger the first Intifada in late
1987 and eventually helped convince Israel to begin
negotiations with the PLO. A lifelong friend and
confidant of Yasir Arafat, al-Wazir was assassinated by
Israeli commandos in April 1988 at his home in Sidi
Bu Sa‘id, Tunisia.

East. The first has been his pioneering efforts on behalf
of a negotiated, peaceful settlement of the Israeli-Pales-
tinian conflict. Considered a moderate and a pragmatist,
Abbas laid the basis for his involvement in diplomacy
long before the Israeli-Palestinian peace process that
began with the Madrid Conference in October 1991.
In the 1970s he met with Israeli peace activists like Uri
Avnery and former general Mattiyahu Peled, with whom
he signed the “Principles of Peace” document in January
1977 that spoke of a two-state solution to the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict: Israel alongside a Palestinian state.
Abbas continued meeting with Peled and others, both at
PLO headquarters in Tunisia and elsewhere. In 1989
during the first Intifada, he was engaged in secret talks
with Israelis through the help of Dutch intermediaries.

Arafat chose Abbas to coordinate Palestinian partic-
ipation in the public peace talks at the October 1991
Madrid Peace Conference convened by the United States
and the Soviet Union and that continued in Washington
until 1993. At that time, neither Israel nor the U.S. would
talk officially with the PLO. Abbas’s major contribution
came in directing the top-secret, direct talks between PLO
and Israeli negotiators carried out in Oslo, Norway, that
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eventually produced the Oslo Accord in August 1993 and
the establishment of the PA in July 1994. Under his
direction, Israeli-PLO talks continued in the 1990s, pro-
ducing several follow-up agreements such as the Septem-
ber 1995 Interim Agreement (Oslo II) that led to Israeli
withdrawals from parts of the West Bank and Gaza and

the expansion of the PA’s jurisdiction.

The failure of the incremental steps toward a perma-
nent peace set in motion by the Oslo process disap-
pointed many Palestinians. Abbas’s fellow exiles felt
betrayed by the PLO, which they criticized for selling
out by abandoning armed struggle to participate in a
process restricted by Israeli and American constraints, a
process they believed was designed to prevent their right
to return to their pre-1948 homes. In the West Bank and
Gaza, the process did not lead to full statechood for the
PA, nor did it even halt continued Israeli seizures of
Palestinian land and construction of Jewish settlements
in the territories. Mutual suspicion and violence weak-
ened the peace process in the mid- to late-1990s and
culminated in the explosion of the second Intifada in
September 2000, the Israeli reoccupation of parts of the
territories, and the effective end to the Oslo process.

Abbas has been the central figure in revived peace
talks starting in 2003. Believing that he, unlike Arafat,
was willing to rein in anti-Israeli militants and resume
negotiations, the United States and Israel agreed to a
return to the talks that had ended in January 2001, but
only with Abbas and not Arafat. Within hours of Abbas’s
assuming the position of prime minister on 29 April
2003, the United States announced details of a new peace
initiative, called the Roadmap to Peace, that would pick
up where the Oslo process had failed. U.S. president
George W. Bush also quickly invited Abbas to a summit
meeting with Israeli prime minister ARIEL SHARON and
Jordanian king ABDULLAH Il BIN HUSSEIN in Aqaba, Jordan,
in June 2003, and to a meeting with him at the White
House the following month. In the run-up to the January
2005 PA presidential elections, Abbas called on Palesti-
nians to end the violence of the second Intifada. How-
ever, the violence continued. Abbas’s efforts were
hampered both by anti-Israeli attacks mounted by Hamas
and Islamic Jihad, among others, and by Israeli attacks
and Israel’s ongoing construction of a “security barrier”
within Palestinian territory, inside the internationally
recognized border between Israel and the Occupied Ter-
ritories. Furthermore, Israel’s unilateral withdrawal of its
settlements from Gaza, completed in August 2005, indi-
cated that it was abandoning hope of reaching a deal with
the Palestinians, preferring instead to go its own way.

Yet perhaps Abbas’s most serious challenge to peace-
making was the stunning Hamas victory in the 25 January
2006 elections for the Palestinian Legislative Council. The
elections ended Fatah’s dominance of the council and PA
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politics and represented a major blow to its standing in the
Palestinian body politic generally. It also brought into
electoral power a movement that opposed the Road Map
and indeed any talks with Israel. On 19 February 2006
Hamas leader 1SMAIL HANIYEH became the new PA prime
minister, worsening Abbas’s dilemmas by precipitating a
cutoff in aid from the United States and other countries
(which formally list Hamas as a terrorist organization). In
addition to the clash in attitudes toward how to deal with
Israel, internecine Palestinian fighting grew as Fatah mil-
itants clashed with those from Hamas, who also deployed a
special militia in Gaza to rival the PA’s regular security
forces which Hamas views as Fatah, rather than national,
organizations. In June 2006, Abbas challenged Hamas to
accept a document brokered by Hamas and Fatah figures in
Isracli prisons that called for a two-state solution to the
Isracli-Palestinian conflict, thus establishing a tacit Hamas
acceptance of Israel. He also made plans to hold a refer-
endum on the document throughout the PA and set in
motion a “national dialogue” to discuss the future course
for realizing Palestinian independence. After lengthy talks,
Haniyeh’s government gave way to a joint Fatah-Hamas
unity government in March 2007, with Haniyeh remaining
as prime minister. This arrangement fell apart in June 2007
when vicious fighting between Hamas and Fatah militants
led to a Hamas takeover of Gaza. Safe in the West Bank,
Abbas dissolved the unity government and appointed a new
prime minister, Salam Fayyad. In Gaza, Haniyeh rejected the
move and claimed he was still prime minister and head of the
unity government.

Abbas’s second major contribution has been the shape
he has given to Palestinian politics since becoming the
leading Palestinian politician in late 2004 and early
2005. After decades of behind-the-scenes work in the
shadows of Yasir Arafat, Abbas emerged not only to face
the challenges inherent in Arafat’s legacy but to set Pales-
tinian politics on a new course. Arafat ran the PLO and
the PA in authoritarian fashion based on his charisma and
larger-than-life public persona. Despite the existence of
political structures, his was a shadowy world of intrigue,
rivalries, secret bank accounts, and less-than-transparent
governance. Abbas by contrast was more of a technocrat.
He lacked Arafat’s flair and eschewed a military uniform
like Arafat, appearing in public in a simple suit and tie.
While still a consummate insider and politician, Abbas
was much more willing to work within formal structures
and according to procedures. He also respected the
democratic process to a much greater degree than Arafat,
even bowing to the popular will when it meant sharing
power with Hamas after January 2006. However, he
made no dramatic gestures to curb the widespread corrup-
tion in the PA associated with years of Fatah/Arafat rule.
Nor is it clear if he will be able to rehabilitate the virtually
defunct PLO.
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PEACE SHOULD PRODUCE
SATISFACTION ON BOTH SIDES

If we truly want to achieve true peace, then we
have to be satisfied—both sides will have to be
satisfied—and I’'m here [in Washington] prepar-
ing for those permanent status issues. I'm not
preparing for other issues. For example, I am a
Palestinian refugee. I was born—I was born in
another city that is now in Israel. I'm not asking
for that part where I was born. All we are asking
for is the twenty-two percent of the territories of
historic Palestine that will be the future state of
Palestine. I'm not asking for more, and 'm not
going to allow other people to ask for more. It is
very important here that peace should produce
satisfaction on both sides. Let us work for peace
and let us get what international law and interna-
tional legitimacy gives.

(“‘A CONVERSATION WITH H.E. MAHMOUD ABBAS.”” COUNCIL
ON FOREIGN RELATIONS. UPDATED 27 MAY 2005. AVAILABLE
FROM HTTP://WWW.CFR.ORG)

THE WORLD’S PERSPECTIVE

Global perceptions of Abbas generally have been positive
since his emergence on the public scene in 1993. He is
perceived both as a pragmatist and a moderate commit-
ted to a peaceful resolution of the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict, although it took the world some time to under-
stand the central role he played in the peace process. Of
the four Israelis and Palestinians who shared the podium
at the Oslo Accords’ signing ceremony at the White
House in September 1993, for example, Abbas was alone
in not receiving the Nobel Peace Prize the following year.
During the ceremony, he was not even acknowledged by
his full name, but was introduced to the crowd in attend-
ance merely as “Mr. Abbas” of the Palestine Liberation
Organization. But he soon was seen in many interna-
tional quarters as the Palestinian key to a permanent
peace, particularly as global attitudes toward Arafat
soured. This was especially seen in the intense hopes
placed in him by the United States government upon
his assumption of the PA prime minister’s position in
April 2003. President Bush invited Abbas to the White
House on July 23, at which time he said, “To break
through old hatreds and barriers to peace, the Middle
East needs leaders of vision and courage and a determi-
nation to serve the interest of their people. Mr. Abbas is
the first Palestinian Prime Minister, and he is proving to
be such a leader.” The White House press secretary Tony

Snow reaffirmed Bush’s positive view of Abbas three
years later, when Abbas challenged Hamas to accept a
two-state solution contained in the document forged by
Palestinian prisoners, by noting on 6 June 2006, that
“once again. . . [Abbas] has demonstrated that he’s some-
body who wants to work toward a two-state solution.”

LEGACY

It remains too early to assess Abbas’s ultimate legacy.
Certainly he will go down in history as the Palestinian
figure most associated with the intricacies of the Israeli-
Palestinian peace process, if not its high drama, as well as
the leader who took the Palestinians into a new direction
following thirty-five years when Arafat dominated the
scene. His ultimate ability to achieve his goals of leading
the Palestinians toward an independent and more dem-
ocratic state alongside Israel remains hostage, however, to
powerful forces beyond his ability to control.
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ABBASGHOLIZADEH,

MAHBOUBEH
(1958-)

Mahboubeh Abbasgholizadeh is an Iranian women’s
rights activist who has played an important role in Iran
since the 1990s. She is an active member of the Stop
Stoning to Death Campaign and the Iranian Women’s
Charter. She was the director of the Non-Governmental
Organisation Training Centre (NGOTC) and the direc-
tor of the Association of Women Writers and Journalists
NGO. She was also the chief editor of Farzaneh Women’s
Studies Journal and the director of Entesharate Banoo
(Banoo publication) and Entesharate Jamee Iranian (Ira-
nian society publication). She has attended numerous
international and national conferences, and she is a reg-
ular contributor to Sharg (East), the most popular oppo-
sition newspaper in Iran and Zanan (Women), the first
independent journal after the Iranian Revolution that
specifically dealt with women’s issues.
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Mahboubeh Abbasgholizadeh. COURTESY OF MAHBOUBEH
ABBASGHOLIZADEH.

PERSONAL HISTORY

Abbasgholizadeh was born in 1958 in Khoramshahr, in
the south of Iran. She has a BA in Theology from Tehran
University; a BA in Islamic Sciences from Islamic Uni-
versity in Tehran and an MSc in Communication Scien-
ces from Allameh Tabatabaece University in Tehran. In
1980-81 she studied Arabic literature at AinShams Uni-
versity in Cairo, Egypt. She has also completed a number
of short courses on human rights, women’s studies and
women and development. Her intellectual starting point
was the dynamism of religion and modern ideas. For
many years she concentrated on feminist readings of the
Qur’an. As she commented in a recent interview with the
author: “I came to the conclusion that in the context of
gender equality, what is practiced is not equal to what is
said in the Qur'an” (Rostami-Povey).

In the 1990s she was engaged with the reform move-
ment associated with MOHAMMAD KHATAMI's government.
In this period, she moved away from gender and cultural
activities to NGO activities focusing on economic devel-
opment and feminist issues. As a journalist and as an
editor, she also produced ten issues of Farzaneh Women's
Studies Journal. As a publisher she translated and published

a number of feminist books.

INFLUENCES AND CONTRIBUTIONS

In the 1990s, the conservatives in control of the judiciary
objected to the reform movement and closed down many
newspapers, journals, and publications. Abbasgholizadeh

Abbasgholizadeh, Mahboubeh

established the Association of Women Weriters and Jour-
nalists: NGO. Her aim was to support unemployed
female media workers by facilitating income-generating
activities for them. She explained: “I did not give them
money. | organised projects and exhibitions and sug-
gested to them to work for these projects and exhibitions.
I provided them with computers and cameras. Once they
completed the projects and the exhibitions, they bene-
fited intellectually and financially” (Rostami-Povey).
Through her activities, she also raised the issue of wom-
en’s right to work and the undemocratic nature of the
closure of newspapers, journals, and publishing houses

(Rostami-Povey 2004 and 2005).

The association was also closed down, and Abbas-
gholizadeh then established the NGOTC. In the NGO
Training Centre she pursued capacity building and advo-
cacy work in order to strengthen women’s civil society
organizations. In 2004 she became actively engaged with
the “Beijing + 10” and was responsible for organizing
women in the region and in Central Asia for this Bang-
kok conference reviewing the United Nations’ plan for
action regarding women’s rights. She also attended the

BIOGRAPHICAL HIGHLIGHTS

L
Name: Mahboubeh Abbasgholizadeh
Birth: 1958, Khoramshahr, Iran

Family: Divorced; two daughters Maryam Ommi
and Mahya Ommi

Nationality: Iranian

Education: B.A. Islamic University, Tehran; M.Sc.
Allameh Tabatabace University, Tehran; studied

Arabic literature at Ainshams University, Cairo

PERSONAL CHRONOLOGY:

* 1993-2000: Editor in Chief, Farzaneh Women's
Studies Journal

* 1996-1998: Director of Banoo Publishing House

* 1998-2002: Director of Jamee Iranian Publishing
House

* 1997-2004: Director of Association of Women
Writers and Journalists Non-Governmental
Organization (NGO)

* 2002-present: Director of NGOTC

* 2006-present: Founding member of Stop

Stoning to Death Campaign and Women’s
Charter
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European Social Forum in London. In October 2004 the
Iranian government imprisoned her for one month, mak-
ing her more determined to promote feminist activities.
In a recent interview with the author Abbasgholizadeh
said:

I went to jail as an NGO activist. I came out as a
feminist activist. I also had to review my position
as a Muslim feminist. When I was insisting that I
am a Muslim feminist, my interrogator kept say-
ing that I am not. I came to the conclusion that
whatever we try to argue for a different reading of
Islam, the conservative Islamists will insist on their
own discourse. I, therefore, decided to change my
discourse and to become a secular feminist, to
work with ordinary women and to try to challenge
the unequal gender relations from below.

Prior to 8 March 2007, International Women’s Day,
she was arrested along with thirty-two other women’s
activists. They were released on bail awaiting trial and
possibly several months of imprisonment. She has argued
that her aim is not to change but to reform the system.
She is an active member of the Campaign to Stop Ston-
ing to Death and the Iranian Women’s Charter. These
activities are based on the website www.meydaan.org,
meetings, and conferences. She feels that “solidarity work
with other women’s groups is the essence of women’s
rights activism: Only through solidarity with each other
and work with ordinary women and men from below we
can achieve our rights” (Rostami-Povey).

THE WORLD’S PERSPECTIVE

In a recent interview with the author, Abbasgholizadeh
argued that “the world is a small place; women’s activities
globally and regionally can impact each other. Women in
Iran and the region are at the centre of the wars, conflicts
and the debate over Islam and the West. Through our
struggle for women’s rights and democracy we can end
wars, conflicts and the dichotomisation of Islam and the
West” (Rostami-Povey). When she was in jail in March
2007 Abbasgholizadeh and other imprisoned women
activists received hundreds of thousands of sympathetic
letters and emails from around the world. She said:

It is important that we make a difference in the
modern world. I am optimistic and I feel that the
changes in the future have roots in our activities
today. One hundred years ago women in Iran
fought to establish girls’ schools. Today 64% of
university students are women. I hope that our
children could one day say that our parents went
to jail for our gender equality and democracy.
I feel that I am making a change for the
future, which has legacy in our today’s activities
(Rostami-Povey).

LEGACY
Mahboubeh Abbasgholizadeh will certainly go down in

history as a prominent Iranian women’s rights activist.

BIBLIOGRAPHY

Rostami-Povey, E. “Trade Unions and Women’s NGOs
in Iran.” Development In Practice 14, 1-2 (2004):
254-266.

Rostami-Povey, E. “Trade Unions and Women’s NGOs, Diverse
Civil Society Organisations in Iran.” In Development NGOs
and Labour Unions, Terms of Engagement, edited by D. Eade
and A. Leather, USA Kumarian Press, 2005.

Elaheh Rostami Povey

ABD AL-QADER, AHMAD BEN
(1941-)

Mauritanian poet and fiction writer Ahmad Ben Abd al-
Qader is a pioneer in his field. Clearly aware of the need
to address social issues, he recognizes that prose is better
suited than poetry to communicate his social message.
Though he began his literary activity as a poet, he soon
began to use prose to address the country’s feelings of
insecurity during the early years of its independence.
Many intellectuals observed that the government and
political structure had not filled the gap of the weakening
tribal ties that long formed the backbone of the Maur-
itanian society.

PERSONAL HISTORY
Abd al-Qader was born in 1941, in Arkiz in the Tararza

Desert in southwest Mauritania. He received his early
education in the Qur’anic schools (kuttab). In 1961 he
enrolled and spent four years in the Institute of Arab-
Islamic Studies in Abu Tilmit. He grew up in a family
that appreciated poetry, and he began composing verse
at an early age. He admits having been influenced by
two Mauritanian poets in his youth, Ghilan dhi al-
Rummah and Muhammad An-Anah ben al-Ma’li. He
worked in the field of journalism and teaching before
joining Mauritania’s National Center for Scientific
Research in Nouakchott in 1975. His research at the
Center focused on the study of manuscripts and oral
traditions.

Abd al-Qader was active in the ranks of the opposi-
tion since its inception in 1968. He was imprisoned
several times, an experience described in some of his
poems, including “A Night with the Police.” His oppo-
sition to Mauritania’s existing political power structure is
obvious as he writes:
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BIOGRAPHICAL HIGHLIGHTS

i
Name: Ahmad ben Abd al-Qader
Birth: 1941, Arkiz, Mauritania

Nationality: Mauritanian

Education: Institute of Arab-Islamic Studies, Abu
Tilmit, Mauritania, 1961-1965

PERSONAL CHRONOLOGY:
* 1968: Joined ranks of the anti-government
opposition
* 1975: Began working at National Center for
Scientific Research, Nouakchott
* 1984: Publishes “al-Safin”
* 1986: President of the Mauritanian high court

The truth is that I struggle

Against those who build houses of torture.

The truth is that I struggle against those who
lead our nation toward destruction

(AL-SHI'R AL-MURITANI AL-HADITH)

In later years, Abd al-Qader served as the president
of the High Court in 1986 and then appointed cultural
advisor to the presidency. He is semi-retired, concentrat-
ing on his writing. Abd al-Qader’s poetry and prose
writings reveal his knowledge of his country’s history,
the Arab World, and Islamic traditions. He is well versed
in Arabic literature and borrows abundantly from its vast
repertoire. His lengthy poem, “al-Bahth an Hajar Lug-
man” (Searching for lugman’s stone) is a case in point.
The poem abounds in references to geographical loca-
tions across the world and to characters from One Thou-
sand and One Arabian Nights, especially Sinbad the
traveler par excellence. Sinbad’s travels taught him that
the most important thing for a human being is the
knowledge of one’s self:

I came back

With the first lesson I learned,

And the last one I understood,

I learned that I am myself

A person should not despair in God’s mercy
Except he

Who does not know himself.

(AL-ADAB, P. 50)

Abd al-Qader, Abmad ben

INFLUENCES AND CONTRIBUTIONS

Abd al-Qader is credited with changing the literary scene
of Mauritania. He shifted from poetry to prose in the
early 1980s as he became aware of the inadequacy of
poetry to respond to Mauritania’s social changes and
suggest solutions. The respect of the readers for his
poetry allowed this turning point in his career, giving
his prose writing—a genre that had received little atten-
tion—respectability. Furthermore, traditional classical
poetry was losing its appeal among the young readers.
While free verse had made major strides in the Arab
world, it was slow to rally supporters in Mauritania and
met with opposition from traditional poets.

Abd al-Qader’s two novels were published outside
Mauritania: al-Asma al-Mutaghayyira (The changing names)
was published in 1981 in Beirut, and a/-Qabr al-Majhul aw
al-Usul (The unknown tomb or the origins), was published
in 1984 in Tunisia. Abd al-Qader continues to write poetry,
but he is moving away from the traditional gasida and
writing free verse. His poem “al-Safin” (The ship) raised a
storm of controversy in the Mauritanian press, as well as in
literary and academic circles. The poem started the debate
around the issue of free verse and the new literary genres
gradually appearing on Mauritania’s literary scene.

Abd al-Qader published a collection of poetry, Asda
al-Rimal (The echoes of sand), before embarking on
fiction writing. His political position is expressed explic-
itly in his poetry, where he describes his experience in
prison and denounces the abuses of the political regime
he considered to be a nightmare.

AL-SAFIN

Will we like life after resurrection?
Will we have roots again?

Will our thickets be green?

Will our gatherings flourish?

Will our days and our hopes
Come together

When everything turns green

And the birds sing for it, and

The scents of the valley and the genuine light.
Goodbye our grazing grounds,
Goodbye our beaches,

Will the ship and the sea return,
Or will they become still?

(ABD AL-QADER, AHMED BEN. “AL-SAFIN.”’ 1984)
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Abd al-Qader, Abmad ben

In his novel al-Qabr al-Majhul aw al-Usul Abd al-
Qader evokes Mauritania’s nineteenth-century past to
describe the tribal system that dominated society and its
gradual disintegration. The author offers readers the image
of a newly evolving society with different values and
relationships between its various ethnic and social groups.
He had described this change in his poem “al-Safin,”
comparing the sudden change in the social structure to
the dizzying effect of seasickness:

The fortune teller told us

How strange!

Your ship has raised the anchor,
It is sailing,

Can’t you feel it?

The poet adds, describing his feelings:

I feel dizzy
And scared
As if T am seasick.

Al-Qabr al-Majhul aw al-Usul offers Abd al-Qader’s
vision for his country. Referencing the past and evoking the
historic disputes between the country’s three factions—the
belligerent and strong Arab tribe of Awlad Aswailem; the
weak tribe of Awlad Ahmidan; and the Zawiyas (Islamic
mystical lodges) of Awlad Abd al-Rahman whose sole
weapon is that they are holders of the cultural heritage
and endowed with special blessings—Abd al-Qader dem-
onstrates the futility of the traditional way of life and the
need for change and coexistence. The message throughout
the novel is a call for coexistence and knowledge.

Through the events of the novel the author suggests
that force and manipulation do not pay, and he advocates
enlightened education that could lead to sharing an
Arab-Islamic culture, rather than claiming a purity of
descent that cannot be proven and would only lead to futile
debates. Abd al-Qader meant to teach by example through
his novel, using bloody examples from the country’s past
history to show the uselessness of ethnic divisions and fight-
ing. Modern Mauritania needs unity, education, and rec-
onciliation. The need for such a message in the novel came
as a result of efforts made in post-independence Mauritania
to reaffirm and highlight the country’s Arab identity.

In addition to its literary value as one of the first
modern Mauritanian novels, the book reveals its author’s
position on various aspects of his society. He alludes to the
exploitation and manipulation of religion and the conduct
of some members of the zawiyas that contradicts their
religious message. Moreover, his choice of classical Arabic
and not the spoken Hasaniyya reflects his belief in the
Arabic character of Mauritania. He is clearly opposed to
class discrimination based on tribal affiliation and ethnic-
ity, an impediment to building a modern, cohesive Maur-
itanian society.

Abd al-Qader has expressed his affiliation with the
Arab world. He has supported Arab causes—particularly
the Palestinian cause—and backed leaders who devoted
their energy in defense of those causes, including Egyp-
tian President Gamal Abdel Nasser. He also supported
other liberation movements, hailing the success of the
Vietnamese in their fight against the United States.

THE WORLD’S PERSPECTIVE

No discussion of Mauritanian literature is complete with-
out Abd al-Qadar. He is given a prominent place in the
special section on Mauritanian literature published in
al-Adab. There is a critical study of his novel al-Qabr
al-Majhul, and his long poem “al-Bahth an Hajar Lugman”
(In search of lugman’s stone) is published in its entirety.

Abd al-Qader has participated in various literary
activities in the Arab world, an involvement that he seems
to cherish as reflected in his poem, “Amir al-Khalidin”
presented at the Mutanabbi Festival in Baghdad in 1978.

He began the poem with these verses,

I traveled at dawn, heading to the East

I leave full of passion with roses and smoldering
embers

How nostalgic I am,

Lilies of love

Light my life

LEGACY

Abd al-Qader provided inspiration to other poets of his
generation in the 1970s, including Muhammad ben al-
Qadi (d. 1983) and Muhammad al-Amin Weld Muham-
mad Fadel (d. 1983). They abandoned traditional themes
in their poems and turned their attention to national and
international causes and social problems. Abd al-Qader
and his contemporaries pioneered the tradition of giving
poems a title.

On the technical level Abd al-Qader is credited with
introducing dialogue in his poems and using a narrative
style. His poem “al-Safin” published in 1984 in both
Arabic and French, started the debate between the sup-
porters of the traditional form of poetry and the modern-
ists, contributing to an evolution in modern poetry. In his
article “The Appearance of the Mauritanian Novel, a Shift
from the Literary Genre of Poetry to the Literary Genre of
Fiction,” Muhammad al-Amin Weld Mulay Ibrahim
credits Abd al-Qader with rallying the modernist Maur-
itanian poets of his generation. A younger generation of
poets developed a greater clarity of vision in the poetry of
the 1990s as a result of this development. It even influ-
enced some oral Hassani poetry to use a narrative style.

BIBLIOGRAPHY
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ABDELAZIZ, MOHAMED
(1947-)

Mohamed Abdelaziz (also Muhammad Abd al-Aziz) is
the secretary-general of the POLISARIO front and pres-
ident of the Saharawi Arab Democratic Republic.

PERSONAL HISTORY

Mohamed Abdelaziz was born 17 August 1947 in Marra-
kech, Morocco. His family was from the Reguibat Fokra
clan of Arab bedouins (nomads) who traveled through
Mauritania, Algeria, Morocco, and Spanish Morocco.
His father was an officer in the Moroccan army.

Spain colonized the region later known as Western
Sahara beginning in 1883. The Frente Popular para la
Liberacion de Saguia el Hamra y Rio de Oro (POLI-
SARIO) was born in May 1973 as an independence move-

BIOGRAPHICAL HIGHLIGHTS

i
Name: Mohamed Abdelaziz
Birth: 1947, Marrakech, Morocco
Family: Wife, Khadija Bent Hamdi
Nationality: Saharawi

Education: Some university education

PERSONAL CHRONOLOGY:
* 1976: Elected POLISARIO secretary general and
president of the Saharawi Arab Democratic

Republic (SADR) government in exile

¢ 1979: Mauritania abandons its claim to Western
Sahara

* 1991: Brings Saharawi-Moroccan war to an end;
negotiates beginnings of UN-mediated peace
process

* 2002: Appears as president of SADR at founding
summit of the African Union (AU); is named one

of five AU vice presidents

Abdelaziz, Mohamed

ment among Saharawis (Arabic: those of the desert, i.e., of
Western Sahara) to fight for the region’s independence.
Joining the liberation struggle while at university in Rabat,
Morocco Abdelaziz was one of POLISARIO’s early
activists.

When Spain relinquished its control over Spanish
Morocco in 1975, Morocco and Mauritania laid claim to
Western Sahara, despite a ruling from the International
Court of Justice that the region should become inde-
pendent. Morocco ultimately came to occupy much of
the region and Mauritania the rest. In February 1976,
POLISARIO declared the independence of the Saharawi
Arab Democratic Republic (SADR), a government-in-
exile based in the Saharawi refugee camps in Algeria’s
Tindouf province. This government is supported by
Algeria and recognized by approximately forty-three
nations. In August 1976, Abdelaziz was elected secre-
tary-general of POLISARIO and president of SADR.
Mauritania abandoned its claim to Western Sahara in
August 1979, but Morocco still strongly asserts its legal
claims to control the area.

INFLUENCES AND CONTRIBUTIONS
Abdelaziz is the longtime leader of the POLISARIO

movement, and has played a crucial role in the Saharawi
drive for independence. He led the movement through
negotiations that led to Mauritania’s evacuation from that
portion of Western Sahara it had occupied, through the
long war against Morocco from 1975-1991, and through
the lengthy peace process with UN involvement that has
continued ever since. Abdelaziz has also brought the
SADR to prominence within the African Union (AU),
and some have credited Abdelaziz with moving the Sahar-
awi independence movement away from war towards
diplomacy, and away from the vague socialism of its early
years towards free market economics.

THE WORLD’S PERSPECTIVE

Not surprisingly, opinions about Abdelaziz vary. Morocco
steadfastly refuses to recognize the SADR, and some in
Morocco consider Abdelaziz a separatist who is merely a
tool of Algeria, and who is responsible for years of conflict
and lost lives. Most Arab states defer to Morocco and refuse
to recognize the SADR. The AU, however, allowed Abde-
laziz to appear as one of the presidents representing the five
main regions of Africa at its founding meeting in July 2002,
when he was also named as one of the AU’s vice presidents.

Among Saharawis, there is both appreciation of
Abdelaziz for his historic role in their struggle, and frus-
tration that his lengthy stewardship of POLISARIO/
SADR’s diplomatic struggle has not reaped any tangible
benefits since 1991. Some Saharawis also criticize him for
heading an undemocratic and corrupt government, and
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Abdel-Moati, Mustafa

for not allowing Saharawis in refugee camps in Algeria
freedom of movement.

LEGACY

It remains to be seen how history ultimately will judge
Abdelaziz, but there is no denying his key role thus far in
the Western Sahara issue.
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ABDEL-MOATI, MUSTAFA
(1938-)

Mustafa Abdel-Moati (also Mustafa Abd al-Mu'‘ti, Mos-
tafa Abdel Moity) is an Egyptian artist who identifies
himself as a contemporary artist who neither follows in
foreign footsteps nor replicates past achievements in Egyp-
tian art. Abdel-Moati has had more than thirty shows in
Egypt, ltaly, and Spain, and participated in approximately
twenty-five international group exhibitions. Abdel-Moati

BIOGRAPHICAL HIGHLIGHT

* Name: Mustafa Abdel-Moati; also Mostafa
Abdel-Moity, Mustafa Abd al-Moati

* Birth: 1938, Alexandria, Egypt
* Nationality: Egyptian

* Education: Egypt, degree from Academy of Fine
Arts, Alexandria; Granted professor of art, equal
to doctorate degree, from San Fernando Academy
of Art, Spain.

PERSONAL CHRONOLOGY:
* 1962: Professor at Faculty of Fine Arts,
Alexandria University
* 1980-1988: Vice-Minister of Culture in Egypt
* 1988-present: Director of Academia d’Egitto in

Rome

is one of the founders of the Experimental Group, estab-
lished in 1958.

PERSONAL HISTORY

Mustafa Abdel-Moati was born in Alexandria, Egypt in
1938. After completing his study at the Faculty of Fine
Arts in 1962, he started a teaching career at the same
faculty while at the same time using government grants
to live in and study the Upper Egypt and Delta regions of
the country. At this time, Abdel-Moati began to develop
his interpretation of ibda’a, the process of being creative,
a concept that his artistic generation championed. He
argues that there is a difference between art and ibda’a,
(literally creation) because the ability to draw and creat-
ing art are two different skills.

Abdel-Moati received his master’s degree in 1972.
His master thesis was “The Crisis of Contemporary Man
and its Multifolded Aspects.” Two years later he was
nominated Professor of Art from San Fernando Academy
of Madrid University, while exhibiting and taking part in
a governmental expedition to Spain. He later earned
degrees in restoration and mural painting in Spain.

Abdel-Moati served as a vice minister of culture in
Egypt from 1980 to 1988. He became a member of the
National Specialized Congtress in Cairo in 1983. In 1985
Abdel-Moati became a member of the World Congress
of Contemporary Art in Venice. That same year he was
elected vice president of this prestigious institution. Later
in 1988, he became the head of the Egyptian Academy in
Rome. He also was a director of the National Center Of
Figurative Arts from 1980 until 1988.

INFLUENCES AND CONTRIBUTIONS

A key to understanding Abdel-Moati’s contribution to art
is in the meaning of ibda‘a—which requires artists to
produce work that is entirely new, unfettered by previous
traditions or preconceptions. Importantly, however,
Abdel-Moati does not completely forgo past achievements;
he only opposes the rote replication of them. He produces
art within a framework that contains elements of the past
but provides a new meaning to them. He contends that
the entire heritage inherited from ancient Egyptian, Cop-
tic, and Islamic civilizations is a result of causal factors.
That is why artists should look at the causes that produced
the art rather than copy the effect. These causal influences
inform Abdel-Moati’s paintings in a modern and abstract
way. He adds to the framework of heritage his own sense
of the times and his individual style. As he explains, the
result is continuation and not a repetition of heritage.
Heritage is just a starting point of a dynamic and ever-
moving process. The horizon of ibda'a, however, is unclear
and unseen. Abdel-Moati has contributed significantly to
the art of Egypt and internationally
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CONTEMPORARIES

Born in Egypt in 1923, Abdel Rahman El-Nachar
received his Ph.D. in art from the Budapest Art

Academy in 1978. Combining expressionism and
surrealism, he depicted topics adhering to the reality of
everyday life. Before his death in 1999, El-Nachar
created works related to Islamic Art. He died in 1999.

Born in Dairout, Egypt in 1941, Farghali Abdel
Nafiz graduated from the Institute of Art Education
and the Academy of Fine Art in Florence, Italy. He had
been the Dean of the Faculty of Art Education from
1989 to 1994. His choice of color is rich and ever
changing. He uses oil, watercolor, acrylic, corn stalk,
pencil, sand, clay, and metal.

Born in Mansoura, Egypt, in 1953, Mohamed
Abla graduated from the Faculty of Fine Arts,
Alexandrian. He has referred to international art scenes
frequently and had many exhibitions in European
galleries. The main theme of Abla’s art involves the
Nile and the environment. He uses graphics,

installation and oil paintings.

Abdel-Moati also has achieved much as a Director of
the National Center of Figurative Arts. He organized the
Gallery of Nile (1984), the biggest hall for art exhibitions
in Egypt; Cairo International Biennale (1984); and the
Mahmud Sa‘id Center in Alexandria, the greatest cultural
center in Egypt.

Abdel-Moati organized the great majority of the
artistic examinations as a president for the Artistic Patri-
mony of Egypt from 1980 to 1988, creating the medal
for the Biennale exhibition and prepared prizes awarded
to artists in various fields including sculpture, photogra-

phy, publicity, and drawing.

THE WORLD’S PERSPECTIVE

Abdel-Moati is universally respected for his artistic talents.
He is particularly famous in Egypt, Italy, and Spain
because of his many exhibitions in these countries. He
has had more than twenty exhibitions in Italy—including
Gallery Studio-S, Rome (1990), Gallery II Traghetto,
Venice (1991), Gallery Nobart of Madrid (1974), and
the Gallery Tho of Caceres (1976)—more than seven
exhibitions in Spain including Thebes Gallery of Madrid
(painting and drawing, 1974), Maurro Gallery of

Abdullab II bin Hussein

Santander (painting, 1974), and Gallery Faunis of Madrid
(painting and drawing, 1977). He also presented more
than thirteen exhibitions in Egypt, including Gallery in
the Building of Culture at Kafr el Shaikh (1968), Gallery
of Exposition of the Russian Cultural Center in Alexandria
(1974), Gallery of the Fine Arts Museum, Alexandria,
(1969), and he also has had more than twelve international
exhibitions. Abdel-Moati’s work can also be seen in several
noted museums, including the museum of the Arab Insti-
tute in Paris, Museum of Islamic Modern Art in Amman,
Museum of Modern Art in Cairo, museum of the Opera
House in Cairo, and Museum of the National Congress in
Cairo.

LEGACY

Although his art is well known in Egypt and abroad, it
still is too early to assess Abdel-Moati’s ultimate legacy.
Doubtless he will be remembered in Egypt as a painter
who has combined national and international motifs into
one abstract meaning by using geometrical shapes and
unique colors. As an artist who simultaneously honors
and refuses to repeat the past, Abdel-Moati and his work
will doubtlessly continue to be studied by future gener-
ations of painters.
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ABDULLAH II BIN HUSSEIN
(1962-)

Abdullah II bin Hussein is the fourth king of Jordan.

PERSONAL HISTORY

Abdullah bin Hussein was born in Amman on 30 Jan-
uary 1962, the first-born son of Jordan’s King HUSSEIN
BIN TALAL. His English mother, Princess Muna (née
Antoinette “Toni” Avril Gardiner), was Hussein’s second
wife. Abdullah’s family, the Hashemites of Jordan, claim
descent from Islam’s Prophet Muhammad. Abdullah
himself is considered the Prophet’s 43™-generation direct

BIOGRAPHICAL ENCYCLOPEDIA OF THE MODERN MIDDLE EAST AND NORTH AFRICA 15



Abdullab II bin Hussein
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descendant. By royal decree he was made crown prince
soon after birth, although on 1 April 1965, King Hussein
appointed his own younger brother, Prince Hassan bin
Talal, to serve as crown prince instead.

Abdullah attended primary school at the Islamic
Educational College in Amman and at St. Edmund’s
School in Canterbury, England. He pursued his secon-
dary school education at Eaglebrook School and Deer-
field Academy, both in Deerfield, Massachusetts. In
1980, Abdullah followed in his father’s footsteps by
enrolling in the British Royal Military Academy, Sand-
hurst. After completing his instruction, Abdullah was
commissioned a second lieutenant in the British army.
He joined the 13*/18™ Royal Hussars (Queen Mary’s
Own), an armored (tank) regiment, and later became
reconnaissance troop leader for the regiment in England
and West Germany.

From 1982 to 1983, Abdullah took a special one-
year program in Middle Eastern affairs at Oxford Uni-
versity. Thereafter, he returned to Jordan to become an
officer in the Jordan Arab Army. In addition to serving in
several armored units, Abdullah also served with the
Royal Jordanian Air Force’s anti-tank wing. As a result,
he received his flying wings and became qualified as a

BIOGRAPHICAL HIGHLIGHTS
L
Name: Abdullah II bin Hussein
Birth: 1962, Amman, Jordan
Family: Wife, Queen Rania al-Abdullah (née

Rania al-Yasin); two sons, Hussein and

Hashim; two daughters, Iman and Salma

Nationality: Jordanian

Education: Primary: Islamic Educational College,
Amman, and St. Edmund’s School,
Canterbury, England. Secondary: Eaglebrook
School and Deerfield Academy, Deerfield,
Massachusetts. Military: Royal Military
Academy, Sandhurst, England, 1980-1981;
Fort Knox, Kentucky (armored officers
advanced course), 1985; Royal Staff College,
Camberley, England; Naval Postgraduate
School, Monterey, California (defense resources
management course), 1998. University: Oxford
University (Middle Eastern affairs), 1982~
1983, and Georgetown University (graduate
level, international affairs), 1987—-1988.

PERSONAL CHRONOLOGY:

* 1980: Graduates Royal Military Academy, Sandhurst

¢ 1981: Is commissioned second lieutenant, British
army

* 1983: Becomes officer in Jordan Arab Army

* 1994: Becomes commander, Jordanian Special
Forces

* 1998: Heads Special Operations Command
within Jordanian army

* 1999: 25 January, appointed crown prince by
King Hussein; 7 February, becomes king upon
Hussein’s death

* 2002: Proposes “road map” to Israeli-Palestinian
peace

* 2003: Hosts Agaba Summit for Israeli,
Palestinian, and American leaders

* 2005: Is awarded first Pope John Paul II Peace Prize

Cobra attack helicopter pilot. Over the years he worked
himself through the ranks until, in June 1994, Abdullah
was made commander of the army’s Special Forces with

the rank of brigadier general. In May 1998, he was
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promoted to major general. That same year, Abdullah
personally directed Special Forces troops in an operation
against heavily armed criminals who had killed eight
people in Amman, including an Iraqi diplomat. He also
reorganized the Special Forces and other elite units into
the army’s new Special Operations Command.

Although he was not the subject of political gossip
and intrigue like some of King Hussein’s children, or as
much in the news as other siblings, Abdullah’s private life
nonetheless was fast paced, as his father’s had been. He still
enjoys automobile racing, parachuting, scuba diving, and
other water sports, and is an avid motorcyclist. In June
1993, Abdullah married Rania al-Yasin, a Kuwaiti-born
Palestinian whose family originally came from the West

Bank city of Tulkarm. They eventually had four children.

Abdullah was catapulted from his quiet family life
into the full glare of national and international attention
virtually overnight when his dying father suddenly redes-
ignated him crown prince on 25 January 1999, thereby
demoting Prince Hassan, who had served as crown prince
since 1965. The move startled the Jordanian public, and
allegedly was the result of a dispute between the two
brothers over the future line of royal succession. Abdullah
accordingly took the place of his uncle, a man who had
been groomed for the throne for thirty-four years, and
became king with comparatively much weaker prepara-
tion when King Hussein died shortly thereafter on 7
February. Bowing to his dying father’s wishes, Abdullah
named his half-brother Prince Hamzah (son of King
Hussein’s fourth wife, American-born Queen NOOR AL-
HUSSEIN) as crown prince. However, he rescinded the title
five years later in November 2004, presumably paving
the way to appoint Abdullah’s eldest son, Prince Hussein,
to the post someday.

Abdullah—now known as King Abdullah II, given
that his great grandfather Abdullah I had ruled from
1921-1951—gamely rose to the occasion of ruling a
country that his father had ably led for nearly five deca-
des. He had to reach out to a population who for the
most part had never known any other sovereign but King
Hussein. The new king started out with several liabilities,
including his relative lack of political and diplomatic
experience, his half-English parentage, and his weak com-
mand of formal Arabic. Abdullah also lacked his father’s
intimate knowledge of, and comfortable relationship
with, Jordan’s native East Bank tribes and their tradi-
tions. Nor did he possess his father’s flair for playing the
role of “head shaykh” of the country. On the other hand,
his service in the military, dominated by non-Palestinian
East Bank Jordanians, ensured him a degree of support
and good will within a key regime constituency. The fact
that he was married to a Palestinian also helped him
politically with Jordan’s considerable Palestinian popula-

tion. Abdullah also ushered in his reign speaking of

Abdullab II bin Hussein

democracy, governmental efficiency, globalization, eco-
nomic improvement, and technology, which offered the
possibility of change to other key constituencies, such as
liberals and the business community.

INFLUENCES AND CONTRIBUTIONS

King Abdullah emerged as one of several young, Wester-
nized “internet kings” who came to prominence in the
Arab world at the turn of the twenty-first century. Con-
sidering that the region possessed some of the longest-
lasting rulers on earth, many around the world hoped that
their passing might usher in a new age. Early in his reign,
Abdullah pledged to improve and modernize the country’s
sizeable public sector bureaucracy. He adopted the habit of
making unannounced inspection visits to government offi-
ces around the country, disguised as an ordinary citizen, in
an effort to improve bureaucratic efficiency. He spoke of
using the internet to create an “‘e-government.” Abdullah
also assumed the throne stating that his first priority was
improving the economy, and he pushed to privatize cer-
tain public sector companies. He also moved to integrate
Jordan fully into the global economy. In April 2000,
Jordan joined the World Trade Organization and hosted
the World Economic Forum in June 2003.

Abdullah also moved forward on his domestic political
agenda. On the question of ruling a country faced with
considerable  cleavages—Palestinian/East  Bank, urban/
rural, north/south—Abdullah attempted to define a new
Jordanian national consciousness through his “Jordan First”
(Arabic: al-Urdunn Awwalan) campaign in 2002. The king
created a national commission to “consolidate” exactly
what the slogan meant. This approach differed somewhat
from that of his father, who had tried to forge a sense
of Jordanianness—what he called “the one Jordanian
family”—on his own, by appealing to his Hashemite herit-
age, Arab nationalism, and his own persona as unifying
forces. Abdullah shared his father’s wariness of civil society,
however, especially the press. The government continued to
arrest journalists accused of violating the Press and Publica-
tions Law by committing crimes such as “slandering the royal
family” and “harming relations with a friendly country,” and
Jordan’s intelligence agency, the General Intelligence Direc-
torate (GID), remained very active. He also postponed par-
liamentary elections scheduled for 2001 until 2003.

Like his father, Abdullah plunged himself into Israeli-
Palestinian peacemaking. In 2002, while meeting with
U.S. president George W. Bush in Washington, he told
Bush, “what we need is a road map” that could show the
region how to proceed along the path of peacemaking.
This term was soon adopted as the name of a new peace
program endorsed by the United States, the United
Nations, Russia, and the European Union. The Road
Map was unveiled at a summit Abdullah hosted in the
Jordanian city of Agaba in June 2003 that brought
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Abdullab II bin Hussein

WE HAVE A MORAL OBLIGATION TO STAND UP

I lived all my life, I guess you could say, as a normal
citizen. I served in my country’s armed forces and
traveled to all different parts of the country pretty
much freely. My greatest concern is that, after the
tragic loss of his late Majesty King Hussein when I
was thrust into this position, it could be very easy
to get disconnected from the people because you
can find yourself isolated. A lot of people around
leaders tell them what they think they want to hear.
So you have to break out of that—to keep going
back to what you think the problems are. So by
traveling around incognito you can actually get a
feeling for whether the government is treating a
citizen properly, whether the hospital is providing
the right type of services. Then I can go back and
bring in individuals who are responsible and say,
‘Look you have been letting society down—Iletting
Jordanians down, don’t do it again.” Invariably I
have had to disguise myself again to go back a
couple of weeks later to make sure that what I have
asked has been done. In the first year of my reign
people didn’t take it seriously—they said ‘he went
and checked the hospital and nothing is wrong, we
don’t have to do anything, he is not going to go
back.” Well, we went back two or three times and a

lot of people lost their jobs until we got the right
ones in position in that particular hospital to be
able to serve the people properly.

(“KING ABDULLAH TALKING POINT SPECIAL.” BBC NEWS.
19 FEBRUARY 2003. AVAILABLE FROM HTTP://NEWS
.BBC.CO.UK)

At the time of the Beslan school massacre in Russia,
all of us were disgusted. But it’s just not good
enough to sit in the privacy of one’s home and say
how awful this is and condemn these people [Islamic
terrorists] who are defaming Islam. This was a crime
against humanity, and we have to be much more
vocal, in public. In my view, Islam is going in a
direction that’s very scary, and as the Hashemite
Kingdom, we have a moral obligation to stand up.
Yes, there are a lot of other things that are happening
inside the Muslim world, but we have to draw the
line. If we don’t, then these people are going to win.

(““KING ABDULLAH II: ‘IRAQ IS THE BATTLEGROUND -
THE WEST AGAINST IRAN.”” MIDDLE EAST QUARTERLY 12,
NO. 2 (SPRING 2005). AVAILABLE FROM HTTP://WWW
.MEFORUM.ORG)

together Bush, Israeli prime minister ARIEL SHARON, and
Palestinian Authority prime minister MAHMUD ABBAS.

Another signal feature of Abdullah II’s rule has been
the extremely close connection he has forged with the
United States and its regional priorities and ambitions.
This cooperation has extended far beyond the support he
lent to American diplomacy vis-a-vis the Arab-Israeli
conflict. In this the young monarch differed from his
father. While staunchly pro-Western, King Hussein bal-
anced more carefully and circumspectly his need for
Western support and the anti-Western feelings of his
subjects and regional neighbors. Abdullah, however,
openly embraced Washington’s “war on terrorism,” espe-
cially after September 2001. On his orders, officials from
the Palestinian organization Hamas were expelled from
Jordan in October 1999. Cooperation between the GID
and the American Central Intelligence Agency (CIA)
grew so extensive and so close that some analysts have
claimed the relationship is one of the closest between the
CIA and any non-American intelligence agency in the
world. Jordan became a transit point for American
“extraordinary renditions” (forced deportation of terror-
ism suspects) to third countries, where they can be

18

tortured and detained outside the framework of American
law, and according to some reports even hosted a secret
CIA detention center itself. In December 2005, Abdullah
authorized creation of a special intelligence unit called
the Knights of God to track down fugitive Jordanian
militant ABU MUSAB AL-ZARQAWI in Iraq. American forces
killed Zarqawi in June 2006 in part because of informa-
tion gathered by this unit.

American-Jordanian cooperation also grew in areas
beyond the “war on terrorism.” On October 24, 2000,
Jordan signed the Jordan Free Trade Agreement with the
United States, only the fourth country to sign such an
agreement with the U.S. government. Jordan also
allowed American, British, and Australian special forces
units to operate out of the country in advance of the
March 2003 invasion of Iraq. This came despite Jordan’s
public denials, and despite the vociferous pro-Iraqi, anti-
American sentiments of the country’s populace. Wash-
ington rewarded the king for his support. In 2005,
Jordan received some $700 million in American grants,
and was one of the top recipients of American aid in the
world. Jordan also has trained new Iraqi security person-
nel after the fall of Saddam Hussein’s government, and
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more recently, Abdullah has warned of the alleged dan-
gers to the region of emboldened Shi‘ite forces there and
in Iran, what he called a Shi‘ite “crescent.”

THE WORLD’S PERSPECTIVE
Abdullah’s  high-profile involvement in Arab-Israeli

diplomacy, postwar Iraq, and even his marriage to the
glamorous and philanthropic Queen Rania, all have
made him a visible and well-liked figure in Western
media and diplomatic circles. He is perceived as a mod-
erate, pro-Western leader working to settle the Arab-
Israeli conflict and combat Islamic terrorism. He has
been a frequent guest at the White House, and in
November 2005, was awarded the first Pope John Paul
II Peace Prize by the Pope John Paul II Cultural Center
in Washington for his efforts. Inside Jordan, however, his
close embrace with the United States, his muzzling of
dissent, and his style of governing a country characterized
by conservative social traditions and tribal identities have
led to whispered discontent.

LEGACY

While still a young monarch who has been in power less
than a decade, it is already clear that one of Abdullah IT’s
main legacies will be the degree to which he has aligned
Jordan with United States foreign policy concerns in the
Middle East, and with the forces of economic global-
ization. He also will be noted for changing the persona
and style of leadership of the king from that of a pater-
nalistic “head shaykh” of the nation to a more formal,
technocratic leader.
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Abtabi, Mobhamed Ali

ABTAHI, MOHAMED ALI
(1958-)

Mohamed Ali Abtahi is a ranking cleric, politician, and
former vice president in the administration of Iranian
president MOHAMMAD KHATAMI. Abtahi’s government
career includes high positions with the Office of the
President, the Ministry of Culture and Islamic Guidance,
and the national broadcasting services. He is well-known
for running a personal weblog while he was a member of

the Office of the President.

PERSONAL HISTORY

Abtahi was born on 28 January 1960 in Mashhad, Iran to
a religious and clerical family. His father, ranking cleric
Ayatollah Seyyed Hasan Abtahi, is a controversial author
of several books whose work and activities have several
times resulted in his being arrested and sent into internal
exile. After completing his secondary education, Abtahi
followed his family’s clerical traditions and continued his
studies at seminary, beginning in 1977. He now carries
the title Hojatoleslam as a result. In 1980, he married
Fahime Mousavi-Nejhad, with whom he eventually had
three daughters. Before the 1979 revolution, the young
Abtahi was active in anti-regime activities. In addition to
his enthusiastic participation in oppositional rallies and

Mobamed Ali Abtahi. AP IMAGES.
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Abtahi, Mohamed Ali

BIOGRAPHICAL HIGHLIGHTS
i
Name: Mohamed Ali Abtahi
Birth: 1958, Mashhad, Iran

Family: Wife, Fahime Mousavi-Nejhad; three
daughters, Fatemeh, Faezeh, and Farideh

Nationality: Iranian

Education: Seminary, 1977

PERSONAL CHRONOLOGY:
* 1980: Becomes director of programming of

Mashhad Broadcasting Services
* 1981: Becomes director of Boushehr and Shiraz

Broadcasting Services

* 1983-1987: Director of Radio Iran; Establishes
Radio Qur’an, Radio Jebhe, Radio Darba

¢ 1988-1991: Vice minister, international
relations, Ministry of Culture and Islamic

Guidance

* 1994-1997: Represents Iranian National
Broadcasting, Lebanon

* 1997-2001: Chief of staff for President
Mohammad Khatami

* 2001-2004: Vice president for legal and
parliamentary affairs

* 2004: Resigns as vice president; Appointed
consultant to president; Member of central
council of Majma’e Rowhaniyoon-e Mobarez
(Militant Clerics Society)

events as a speaker and leaflet distributor, Abtahi applied
his interest in photography and cinematography to doc-
umenting the revolutionary demonstrations in Mashhad.

An avid supporter of the new form of government
established after the overthrow of the monarchy, Abtahi’s
career has almost entirely consisted of a number of gov-
ernment positions. He spent more than a decade working
with various branches of the Iranian national broadcasting
services starting in 1979, when he served for two years as
the program director of Mashhad Broadcasting. In 1981,
he spent a year as the director for Bushehr and Shiraz
Broadcasting before he was transferred to Tehran to work
as the director of Radio Iran. His tenure there coincided
with almost the entire duration of the Iran-Iraq war.

In 1987, Khatami, who was then the head of the
Ministry of Culture and Islamic Guidance, appointed

Abtahi to the position of vice minister of international
relations. In that capacity, Abtahi traveled to a number of
countries with the goal of introducing and promoting
Iranian culture. When Khatami resigned the ministry in
1991, Abtahi followed suit.

He returned to National Broadcasting without hold-
ing an official position for a number of years before its
director at that time, ALl ARDASHIR LARIJANI, agreed to
have Abtahi work as its representative in Lebanon. He
left his post in Lebanon on hearing that Khatami would
be running for the presidency and joined his presidential
campaign in Iran. After Khatami’s surprising and sweep-
ing victory in 1997, Khatami appointed Abtahi as his
chief of staff. Khatami’s first term in office was eventful
and challenging. Khatami and his reformist supporters in
the press and Majles (parliament) were assailed by attacks
from hardline elements of the government. With the
judiciary and security forces under their control, Khata-
mi’s conservative opponents went after the blossoming
reformist press. Hardliners also targeted the Majles and
attempted to thwart any attempts at passing reform legis-
lation. As a high-ranking member of Khatami’s cabinet,
Abtahi was in the eye of the storm and the subject of
much criticism and attacks by hardliners and their allies.

During Khatami’s second term in office, Abtahi was
appointed as vice president for legal and parliamentary
affairs. After the Majles elections of 2004, when the
conservative-controlled Council of Guardians refused to
approve the candidacy of thousands of reformists run-
ning for office, Abtahi resigned his post in protest. Kha-
tami, his close friend and ally, was very reluctant to
accept his resignation and assigned him an honorary
position of advisor after Abtahi left his post.

INFLUENCES AND CONTRIBUTIONS

While Abtahi’s father, Ayatollah Seyyed Hasan Abtahi,
has a following that includes Abtahi’s younger brother,
Sayyed Mohammad Taghi Abtahi, Mohamed Abtahi’s
own views are quite different than his father’s. In fact,
Abtahi has himself remarked that his father disapproves
of his ideology and political analysis. Rather than draw-
ing inspiration from his father’s teachings, Abtahi’s early
intellectual development was more influenced by the
works of Iranian thinker Ali Shariati and his maternal
uncle, Abdolkareem Hasheminejad. The figure most
influential in shaping his thinking and politics during
the post-revolution period, however, was Khatami.
Abtahi himself, along with other leading figures in
the reformist movement such as Abdullah Nuri, Ata’ollah
Mohajerani, Saeed Hajarian, and Mohamed Reza Kha-
tami, went on to become a central figure popular with
the younger population, which had voted for and placed
much hope in the reformers. During the most intense
periods of the power struggle between the conservatives
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and reformists, Abtahi was center stage in working for the
latter’s efforts toward changing the system from within.

Before working with Khatami at the Ministry of Cul-
ture and Islamic Guidance and later in the Office of the
President, Abtahi made important contributions during his
tenure as director of Radio Iran. As part of the war effort,
Abtahi had an active role in the establishment of several new
radio stations such as Radio Qur’an, Radio Jebhe, and Radio
Darba. While Khatami’s chief of staff, Abtahi also took the
unusual and unique step of starting his own personal weblog,
a site which he has maintained since. It includes his analyses
of political and social issues, personal musings, as well as a
section containing pictures he has taken of himself and other
notable figures in Iranian politics. Most of the blog’s content
is in Persian, but he occasionally writes in English.

THE WORLD’S PERSPECTIVE

International commentators on Abtahi have often focused
on his enthusiasm for blogging both during and after
his service with the administrations of Khatami. His
website has served as a direct line of communication
between him and both Iranians and non-Iranians who are
curious about the inner workings of Iran’s government and
society. Abtahi’s openness on his blog and his good-natured
commitment to the exchange of ideas have garnered him
respect as a politician committed to democratic reforms.

LEGACY

Despite the disappointments and failures of the reform-
ists during their time in office between 1997 and 2004,
Abtahi’s legacy, similar to that of the president he served
under, may lie in the fact that he expanded the space for
interaction between the people and government officials.
Presenting himself as an approachable and accountable
figure in his blog and his public appearances, Abtahi
provided an example of how the relationship between
the Iranian people and officials might be reconfigured.

BIBLIOGRAPHY

Adib-Moghaddam, Arshin. “The Pluralistic Momentum in Iran
and the Future of the Reform Movement.” Third World
Quarterly 27, no. 4 (2006): 665-674.

Webnevesht: The Personal Website of Mohammad Ali Abtahi
(English). Available from http://www.webneveshteha.com/en

Niki Akbavan

ABU-ASSAD, HANY
(1961-)

Hany Abu-Assad (also Hani Abu As‘ad) is a Dutch-
Palestinian film director. Born in Nazareth, Israel, he
moved to the Netherlands as a young man, where he

Abu-Assad, Hany

Hany Abu-Assad. AP IMAGES.

began his filmmaking career. A producer and director of
both documentaries and feature films, Abu-Assad in his
work incisively portrays the lives of those engulfed in the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict in his homeland. In 2005, he
won international acclaim for his film, Paradise Now,
which tells the story of two Palestinian suicide bombers.

PERSONAL HISTORY

Hany Abu-Assad a secular Muslim, was born on 11
October 1961 in Nazareth, Israel, where he grew up in
a wealthy family amid the chaos of the Palestinian-Israeli
conflict. His father operated a longstanding family trans-
portation and delivery business, which had advanced
from a stable of camels to a fleet of vans.

In 1981 Abu-Assad’s uncle persuaded him to immi-
grate to the Netherlands, where Abu-Assad studied tech-
nical engineering in Haarlem. After working as a process
engineer for two years in Amsterdam, Abu-Assad entered
the television and film business as a producer. His early
filmmaking career included the Dutch television show
Dar O Dar, focusing on foreign immigrants, and the
documentary Long Days in Gaza, which aired on the
BBC. He formed Ayloul Film Production Company in
1990 and, two years later, released the short film Paper
House, which he both wrote and directed. The film,

which was shown on Dutch television and won several

BIOGRAPHICAL ENCYCLOPEDIA OF THE MODERN MIDDLE EAST AND NORTH AFRICA 21



Abu-Assad, Hany

BIOGRAPHICAL HIGHLIGHTS

L
Name: Hany Abu-Assad

Birth: 1961, Nazareth, Israel; moved to the
Netherlands, 1981

Nationality: Dutch citizen Palestinian

PERSONAL CHRONOLOGY:
* 1990: Forms Ayloul Film Production Company

* 1992: Writes and directs short film Paper House

* 1998: Writes and directs feature film Her 14¢
kippetje (The fourteenth chick)

* 2000: Produces and directs television
documentary Nazareth 2000; forms Augustus

Film Production Company
* 2002: Directs feature film a/-Quds fi Yawm Akbhar

(Jerusalem, another day; internationally as Rana’s
Wedding); produces and directs television
documentary Ford’s Transit

* 2005: Writes and directs feature film Paradise
Now

awards, follows the story of a thirteen-year-old Palesti-
nian boy who wishes to rebuild his house after it is
destroyed.

Released in 1994, Abu-Assad’s first feature film as a
producer, Hatta Ishar Akbar, also won numerous awards,
including the Gold Pyramid Prize at the Calgary Interna-
tional Film Festival and the United Nations Educational,
Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) Prize at
the Cannes International Film Festival. The dramatic film,
also known as Curfew, recounted a twenty-four-hour
period during a curfew imposed by the Israeli army in a
Palestinian refugee camp on the Gaza Strip. Working with
Arnon Grunberg, Abu-Assad made his feature film debut
as writer and director with Her 14e kippetje (The four-
teenth chick), released in 1998. The film premiered at the
Netherlands Film Festival in Utrecht but failed to be a
commercial success. In 2000, Abu-Assad aired a one-hour
documentary Nazareth 2000, on Dutch television, which
centered on the cynical but often comical comments of
two gas station attendants as they reflect on the unique
social and political climate in Nazareth, a city considered
important to both Christians and Muslims. In the same
year, Abu-Assad formed Augustus Film Production Com-
pany with partner Bero Beyer.

In 2002, Abu-Assad’s production company released
al-Quds fi Yawm Akhbar (Jerusalem, another day; interna-
tionally as Rana’s Wedding), with Abu-Assad serving as the
film’s director. The film follows the story of a young girl
in East Jerusalem who awakens one day to find that her
father is moving to Cairo and, in order to stay in Jerusa-
lem, she must get married before his four o’clock flight out
of the city. Her wealthy father provides her a list of
eligible, suitable men, but Rana sneaks away to seck out
the theater director she loves. Through Rana’s adventures,
the film, billed as a dramatic comedy, depicts the political
unrest and social devastation of the city as her search takes
her through occupied Jerusalem. Rana’s Wedding won
numerous awards, including the Golden Anchor Award
at the Haifa International Film Festival, the Grand Prize at
the Cologne Mediterranean Film Festival, and the Golden
Antigone at the Montpellier Film Festival.

The documentary Ford Transit—written, produced,
and directed by Abu-Assad—was also released in 2002.
The film depicts a day in the life Rajai, who drives a Ford
Transit taxi (a popular mode of transportation) in the
Palestinian territories. The film caused considerable con-
troversy in the Netherlands and was pulled from Dutch
television after the factual basis of the film was called
into question, including the use of a Palestinian actor to
portray a brutal Israeli soldier. Nonetheless, the film won
the FIPRESCI Award (International Federation of Film
Critics) at the Thessalonica Festival, In the Spirit of
Freedom Award in Jerusalem, and the Nestor Almedros
Award (for courageous filmmaking on human rights) in
New York.

In 2005 Abu-Assad earned international critical
acclaim with the release of Paradise Now. The film tells
the story of two Palestinian childhood friends who volun-
teer to become suicide bombers. Paradise Now was nom-
inated for an Academy Award and received thirteen
awards, including a Golden Globe for Best Foreign Lan-
guage Film, the European Film Award, the Amnesty
International Film Prize, and the Blue Angel from the
Berlin International Film Festival. Following the success
of Paradise Now, Abu-Assad moved to Hollywood to
begin work with DViant Films on his next feature, L.A.
Cairo, a tragedy-comedy about the Arab-American dream.

INFLUENCES AND CONTRIBUTIONS

Abu-Assad claims that he is a filmmaker, not a politician.
He wants to make movies that tell a story but not neces-
sarily build a political agenda. Nonetheless, although he
has spent most of his adult life in the Netherlands, he has
been formed and shaped by the Palestinian experience of
being occupied.

He is often assertive about his limited ability to change
his homeland: “Films change nothing. If they did, things
would already be different,” he told an audience following a
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showing of the film, according to the American Jewish
magazine Tikkun. Nonetheless, he also hangs on to a
glimmer of hope. He told 7ikkun magazine he believes
in “the conscience of the Jewish people. The Jews have been
the conscience of humanity, always, wherever you go....I
think Hitler wanted to kill the conscience of the Jews, the
conscience of humanity. But this conscience is still alive. ..

maybe a bit weak. .. but sdll alive. Thank God!”

THE WORLD’S PERSPECTIVE

Much of the controversy surrounding Paradise Now
occurred when the film was nominated for an Academy
Award for Best Foreign Film. The Academy originally
listed the film’s origins as Palestine, but when Israeli
officials objected (the United States does not recognized
Palestine as an independent state), the Academy altered
the wording to the Palestine Authority, which infuriated
Abu-Assad. Ultimately, the Academy used the wording
Palestine Territories.

Abu-Assad has been lauded by human rights groups
for his portrayal of the injustice and inhumanity of the
conditions under which many Palestinians live. At the
same time, others have strongly criticized him for show-
ing suicide bombers too sympathetically. The world’s
perspective on Abu-Assad depends immeasurably on the
political and social backdrop of his critics.

LEGACY

Although not the first film to address the issue, Paradise
Now is the first to portray suicide bombers as human
beings—not ultimately evil nor righteously glorious in
their acts. “There were some Palestinians who wanted
to see these characters as superheroes, as almost inhuman
in their great powers,” Abu-Assad told Newsweck.
“There were also those—Europeans, Americans, Israelis,
whomever—who wanted to see these characters as evil
monsters. Again, as inhuman. But that’s not what this
film is about..... They are strong and weak—and it’s in
those weak moments that they are the most human.”
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ABU GHAYTH, SULAYMAN
(1965-)

A Kuwaiti Islamist, Sulayman Abu Ghayth is best known
as a spokesman for al-Qa’ida.

PERSONAL HISTORY

Sulayman Abu Ghayth was born in Kuwait on 12
December 1965. He is a teacher and preacher with a
long reputation as a strident Islamist voice in the emirate.
He attracted attention by speaking out in the mosques in
Kuwait against the Iraqi invasion in 1990, despite the
danger of arrest by Iraqi troops. Following liberation in
1991, he began criticizing moves toward greater democ-
racy from his base at the al-Rumaythiyya mosque. In the
following years, he became increasingly critical of the
government, which responded by suspending him several
times as an imam.

Never a prominent figure among Kuwait’s Islamists,
Abu Ghayth was originally a member of the social reform-
ist Muslim Brotherhood but gradually seemed to drift
toward more radical causes. He had apparently fought in
Afghanistan and was said to have joined Muslim guerrillas
fighting in Bosnia-Herzegovina in the summer of 1994.
Removed as imam of al-Rumaythiyya mosque about 1999
for diverting from approved religious themes, as well as
stridently attacking the Kuwaiti and other Arab govern-
ments, he subsequently taught religion classes at a Kuwaiti
high school.

In the summer of 2001, he left his wife and six
children in Kuwait and made his way to Afghanistan
where he joined al-Qa’ida leader usama BIN LADIN. It later
transpired that he had been recruiting Kuwaitis for at
least several years to join al-Qa’ida training camps in
Afghanistan.

INFLUENCES AND CONTRIBUTIONS

In the aftermath of the 11 September 2001 attacks, Abu
Ghayth appeared on a video next to Usama bin Ladin on
7 October 2001, and appeared on videos aired twice
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BIOGRAPHICAL HIGHLIGHTS

Name: Sulayman Abu Ghayth

Birth: 1965, Kuwait

Family: Married; six children

Nationality: Kuwaiti (stripped of his citizenship
by the Kuwaiti government)

Education: Unknown

PERSONAL CHRONOLOGY:

* 1994: Reportedly fights with other foreign
Muslim volunteers alongside the Bosnian
government during the wars among the countries
of the former Yugoslavia

* 2001: Travels to Afghanistan, joins up with al-
Q2’ida; issues video-taped statements as al-
Qa’ida’s official spokesman; Kuwaiti government

strips him of his citizenship

* 2003: Reportedly captured in Iran

more within the week as al-Qa’ida’s official spokesman.
As a result, the Kuwaiti government stripped him of his
Kuwaiti nationality on 14 October (his youngest daugh-
ter, born after his departure from Kuwait, was granted
Kuwaiti citizenship by the emir in June 2002). On
another video that aired in early 2002, Abu Ghayth made
the first al-Qa’ida claim of responsibility for the 11
September attacks in the United States. Another state-
ment by Abu Ghayth in April 2002 claimed al-Qa’ida
responsibility for the April 2002 synagogue bombing in
Tunisia, and a following statement in June 2002 warned
the United States of more attacks. A message broadcast in
December 2002 claimed al-Qa’ida responsibility for the
November 2002 suicide attacks in Kenya.

Similar to bin Ladin and Ayman al-Zawahiri, Abu
Ghayth continued to evade capture. Whereas the other
two were presumed to be at large in either Afghanistan or
Pakistan, reports emerged in mid-2003 that Iranian
authorities had arrested Abu Ghayth. On 17 July 2003,
the Kuwaiti minister of the interior, Shaykh Nawwaf al-
Ahmad Al Sabah, said that Kuwait had rejected an offer
from Iran to extradite Abu Ghayth on the grounds that
he was no longer Kuwaiti. However, Iranian authorities
denied his presence in Iran. On 16 January 2004, the
U.S. Treasury Department froze the assets of Abu
Ghayth. In June 2005, U.S. and foreign intelligence
officials alleged that Abu Ghayth was living in Iran, along
with bin Ladin’s son Sa‘d and al-Qa’ida security chief

Sayf al-Adil. Conflicting reports contended that the al-
Qa’ida figures were either under house arrest or enjoying
the support of Iran’s Revolutionary Guards.

LEGACY

It is too early to asses Abu Ghayth’s lasting legacy, but he
will certainly be remembered for his role as the voice of

al-Qa’ida.
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ABUKHALIL, AS‘AD
(1960-)

As‘ad AbuKhalil (also Abu Khalil) is a Lebanese scholar
based in the United States. He is a frequent commentator
on Middle Eastern affairs, and he publishes a well-known
blog, the Angry Arab News Service, on issues in this
topic.

PERSONAL HISTORY

AbuKhalil was born on 16 March 1960 in Tyre, Lebanon.
His father’s family were Shi‘ite Muslims, while his mother
was a Sunni Muslim. His father was secretary-general of the
Lebanese parliament, and AbuKhalil was raised in Beirut.
He received his B.A. (1981) and M.A. (1983) in political
science from the American University of Beirut, and a
Ph.D. in comparative government in 1988 from George-
town University in Washington, D.C. He later taught at
universites including Tufts University, Georgetown Uni-

versity, and the George Washington University. Since 1993,
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i
Name: As‘ad AbuKhalil
Birth: 1960, Tyre, Lebanon

Family: Divorced; no children

Nationality: Lebanese; American citizen

Education: American University of Beirut, 1981,
B.A. political science, 1983, M.A. political
science; Georgetown University, 1988, Ph.D.

comparative government

PERSONAL CHRONOLOGY:
* 1983: Moves to the United States for graduate
studies
* 1993: Begins teaching at California State
University, Stanislaus
* 2003: Begins Angry Arab News Service on the

Internet

he has taught at California State University, Stanislaus.
AbuKhalil also is a visiting professor at the University of
California, Berkeley.

INFLUENCES AND CONTRIBUTIONS
AbuKhalil was influenced by his surroundings in Leb-

anon. He was born into a privileged, bi-communal
Shi‘ite-Sunni Muslim household, and he studied at elite
schools in Lebanon. He also witnessed the bitter inter-
communal strife of the Civil War in Lebanon that
started in 1975, the Israeli invasion of Lebanon, and
the heavy bombardment of Beirut in 1982. AbuKhalil
also was deeply impacted by the ongoing plight of the
Palestinians as well as by Marxist philosophy. This
varying mix produced in him a burning commitment
to social and political justice, a healthy skepticism, a
militant atheism, and impatience with facile and arro-
gant politicians and great powers.

In addition to being a professor of political science
in the United States, AbuKhalil has written a number
of scholarly books and articles. He has written for a
number of reference works, including the chapter on
Lebanon in Political Parties of the Middle East and
North Africa (1994) and numerous entries on Lebanon
for the Encyclopedia of the Modern Middle East and
North Africa (2004). He also authored the Historical
Dictionary of Lebanon (1998). More recently, he has

written two works dealing with Islamic politics and
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American foreign policy, Bin Laden, Islam, and Amer-
ica’s New “War on Terrorism” (2002) and The Battle for
Saudi Arabia: Royalty, Fundamentalism, and Global
Power (2004).

AbuKhalil is perhaps best known for his political
commentary in the media and, more recently, for his
Internet blog. Since arriving in the United States for
graduate studies in 1983, AbuKhalil’s penetrating insight
into Middle Eastern politics—especially relating to Leb-
anon, the DPalestinians, the Arab-Israeli conflict, and
American involvement in the Middle East—has made
him an increasingly highly sought commentator on
Middle East issues by the American media. Adding to
his media allure is his excellent command of American
English, his witty, typically biting comments, and his no-
holds-barred style. AbuKhalil was a freelance consultant
on Middle Eastern affairs for the NBC and ABC tele-
vision networks, and more recently has appeared on
CNN as well as PBS’s The News Hour. He also is a
regular commentator on the Arabic-language al-Jazeera
network. In September 2003, AbuKhalil launched his
popular Angry Arab News Service, his Internet blog.
His acerbic yet humorous comments make it one of
the most talked-about blogs addressing with the Middle
East.

THE WORLD’S PERSPECTIVE

AbuKhalil’s perspectives on Middle Eastern politics at
times seem to decry nearly every nation, politician, and
group with equal impunity. He has earned myriad
admirers and detractors in both the United States and
the Middle East. In either case, his perspectives and
views receive notice. He was notable as one of the few
voices of dissent heard in the American media and cyber-
space that voiced skepticism about the anti-Syrian
“Cedar Revolution” in Lebanon in 2005. The typical
laudatory and shallow perspective heard in the American
media celebrated the political forces arrayed against pro-
Syrian president EMILE LAHOUD after the assassination of
former Lebanese prime minister RAFIQ HARIRI as herald-
ing the onset of a new era of democracy and people
power in Lebanon. AbuKhalil by contrast did not hesi-
tate to scorn these opinions, offering a deeper and more
nuanced perspective on the situation and the motives
behind it.

The website for AbuKhalil’s Angry Arab News Serv-
ice receives between 30,000 and 35,000 hits per month,
demonstrating its popularity. Approximately one-half of
these hits come from in the United States.

LEGACY

AbuKhalil is a formidable scholar possessing an amazing
knowledge of Middle Eastern politics, particularly relat-
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ing to Lebanon and the Palestinians. Yet his ultimate
legacy may well be the fact that he became one of the
most famous and adroit proponents of using blogging for
political commentary on the Middle East—using the
appeal of the Internet to post his political viewpoints
and analysis in an era when the public, particularly the
young and well educated, increasingly turn to the Inter-
net as a primary source of information.
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AHMADINEJAD, MAHMOUD
(1956-)

The 2006 Time magazine person of the year, Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad has rapidly grown in stature from a virtu-
ally unknown entity to one of the most well-known
political leaders on the world stage. The current president
of Iran, Ahmadinejad is arguably the most controversial
personality in Middle East politics. Whether as a result of
his incendiary claims about the falsity of the Holocaust or
because of his unabashed defiance on what he terms as
Iran’s solemn right to continue its nuclear energy pro-
gram, Ahmadinejad’s political career has remained
shrouded in controversy and confrontation. This contro-
versial persona is mainly a product of his severely acri-
monious relationship with major Western nations
(mainly the United States). Ahmadinejad’s political jour-
ney from an obscure mayor of Tehran to a central player
in the ongoing power relations between the West and the
Middle East has seen several tumultuous shifts and turns,
both on the international and on the domestic front.
Thus far, he seems to have weathered these political
storms and challenges quite successfully. But Ahmadine-
jad’s legacy is far from determined. In all certainty the
outcome of the global impasse over Iran’s nuclear energy
program will represent the key variable in how he is
remembered in history and how his legacy is recorded.

Mabmoud Abmadinejad. STEPHEN CHERNIN/GETTY IMAGES.

PERSONAL HISTORY

Early Life and Education Ahmadinejad was born 28
October 1956 in Aradan, near the town of Garmsar in
southeastern Iran. Son of an ordinary ironworker, he is
the fourth of seven brothers. Ahmadinejad and his family
migrated to Tehran in 1957 when he was a year old. He
completed his undergraduate career in the field of civil
engineering at the University of Science and Technology
in Tehran in 1975 and went on to attain his master’s degree
at the same university in 1986. A year later, Ahmadinejad
earned a doctorate in the field of engineering and traffic
transportation from the same university. This doctorate
represented the culmination of his personal education,
though he did re-join the academy at a later stage in his life.

The Iranian Revolution and the Iran-Iraq War Much
like most Iranian baby-boomers, the career of Ahmade-
nijad both as a politician and as a social activist was most
influenced by the Iranian Islamic revolution of 1979.
Ahmadinejad’s personal involvement in the American
hostage crisis in the aftermath of the 1979 Islamic Rev-
olution remains unclear. Several of the 52 Americans
who were held hostage in the United States embassy say
they are certain Ahmadinejad was among those who
captured them. However, he has always denied this claim
and he continues to insist that he was absent at this event.
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Name: Mahmoud Ahmadinejad
Birth: 1956, Aradan, Iran

Family: Married; two sons, one daughter

Nationality: Iranian

Education: B.S. (civil engineering), 1975; M.A.,
1986, and Ph.D. (transportation engineering),
1987, all from the Science and Technology
University, Tehran

PERSONAL CHRONOLOGY:
* 1992-1993: Served as the governor of the cities of
Maku and Khoy

* 1993-1997: Served as governor general of the
province of Ardebil

* 1989: Became a member of the Board of Civil
Engineering Faculty of the Science and
Technology University in Tehran

* 2003-2005: Served as the mayor of Tehran
* 2005: Elected the president of Iran

However, regardless of the uncertainty regarding Ahma-
dinejad’s direct involvement in the hostage crisis, the
aftermath of the 1970 revolution represents a major event
in the development of his political career.

Following the 1979 revolution, Ahmadinejad became
a member of the Office for Strengthening Unity (OSU)
between Universities and Theological Seminaries, a largely
conservative student-led organization that aimed to
strengthen the nexus between religious and secular modes
of education in post-revolution Iran. Also at this time, he is
reported to have joined the Revolutionary Guards voluntar-
ily. After the onset of the Iran-Iraq war in 1980, Ahmadi-
nejad served in covert operations in western Iran during the
first six years of the war. Ahmadinejad was a senior officer in
the Special Brigade of the Revolutionary Guards, stationed
at Ramazan Garrison near Kermanshah in western Iran.
This was the headquarters of the Revolutionary Guards’
“Extra-territorial Operations,” which was responsible for
mounting attacks beyond Iran’s borders. He later joined
the special forces of the Islamic Revolution’s Guards Corps
(IRGC) in 1986 where he served in the Islamic Revolution
Guards Corps intelligence and security apparatus.

The Beginnings of a Political Career Ahmadinejad’s first

official stint in the field of politics came about when he was
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elected governor of Maku and Khoy cities in the north-
western Azerbaijan province in 1992. He also served as an
advisor to the governor general of the western province of
Kurdistan for two years in the early 1990s. While serving as
the cultural advisor to the Ministry of Culture and Higher
Education in 1993, he was appointed as governor general
of the newly established northwestern province of Ardebil.
He served this post from 1993 to 1997. However, after
these years of steady progress, Ahmadinejad’s political
career took a hit in 1997 when the newly elected admin-
istration of President MOHAMED KHATAMI removed him
from his post as Ardebil governor general. Following this
setback, Ahmadinejad returned to the academy and
assumed the position of a full-time professor at the ilm-o
San'at (knowledge and industry) University in Tehran. He
also became a full-time member of the scientific board of
the Civil Engineering College of University of Science and
Technology. Ahmadinejad continued to teach as a full-time
professor and remained primarily involved in the academy
for six years, from 1997 to 2003 respectively.

In April 2003 Ahmadinejad re-entered the political
sphere when he was appointed mayor of Tehran by the
capital’s municipal council. Ahmadinejad’s mayoral career
was a major passage in his political career. This was the first
time that he was afforded a serious opportunity to articu-
late his vision for the country and to present his ideology
for his fellow Iranians. As mayor, Ahmadinejad undertook
several important measures that put his social ideas on
display. His policies were primarily aimed at re-ordering
the moral and social fabric of public life in Tehran. To that
end, he introduced major reforms that sought to render the
performance of religion in the public sphere more visible
and vibrant. For example, Ahmadinejad turned several
cultural centers into prayer halls during the Muslim holy
month of Ramadan. Moreover, as a symbol of reclaiming
and reinforcing Iran’s Muslim identity, Ahmadinejad
ordered several fast-food restaurants to close their busi-
nesses and he required male city employees to sport beards
and wear long sleeves. He also instituted the separation of
elevators of men and women in the municipal offices.

Although the regulation of religion and the institution of
proper moral performance in the public sphere represented
major parts of Ahmadinejad’s political efforts, he also devoted
a considerable amount of energy toward economic reform
and corruption in Tehran. To sum up, Ahmadinejad’s self-
projection as a firebrand populist determined to fight for the
economic rights and well-being of the less-privileged—an
image that truly flowered during his presidency—was already
at work during his career as the mayor of Tehran.

The Presidency Ahmadinejad was elected Iran’s president
in June 2005. He ran his campaign on a platform of
populism, religious revival, and the reinvigoration of Iran’s
cultural capital. Pitted against the relatively moderate and

pro-Western Ali Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani, Ahmadinejad
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EXCERPTS FROM AHMADINEJAD’S 2006 OPEN LETTER TO
U.S. PRESIDENT GEORGE W. BUSH

Mr. President,

Don’t Latin Americans have the right to ask, why their
elected governments are being opposed and coup
leaders supported? Or, why must they constanty be
threatened and live in fear? The people of Africa are
hardworking, creative and talented. They can play an
important and valuable role in providing for the needs
of humanity and contribute to its material and spiri-
tual progress. Poverty and hardship in large parts of
Africa are preventing this from happening. Don’t they
have the right to ask why their enormous wealth—
including minerals—is being looted, despite the fact
that they need it more than others?

Again, do such actions correspond to the teachings
of Christ and the tenets of human rights?

The brave and faithful people of Iran too have
many questions and grievances, including: the coup

d’etat of 1953 and the subsequent toppling of the
legal government of the day, opposition to the
Islamic revolution, transformation of an Embassy
into a headquarters supporting the activities of those
opposing the Islamic Republic (many thousands of
pages of documents corroborate this claim), support
for Saddam in the war waged against Iran, the
shooting down of the Iranian passenger plane, freez-
ing the assets of the Iranian nation, increasing
threats, anger and displeasure vis-a-vis the scientific
progress of the Iranian nation (just when all Iranians
are jubilant and collaborating their country’s prog-
ress), and many other grievances that I will not refer
to in this letter.

WASHINGTON POST (9 MAY 2006). AVAILABLE FROM
HTTP://WWW.WASHINGTONPOST.COM/WP-DYN/
CONTENT/ARTICLE/2006/05/09/AR2006050900878. HTML

propounded a narrative of middle-class populism and
staunch defiance against any undue Western interference
in Iran’s internal affairs. Heavily backed by the conservative
religious clerics in the higher echelons of Iran’s political
hierarchy, Ahmadinejad’s rhetorical positioning resonated
strongly among two key constituencies in the Iranian elec-
torate: 1) Religious conservatives in the rural areas who saw
Ahmadinejad’s message as the perfect antidote to the
encroachment of westernizing trends in the country and
2) the disenfranchised middle-class in urban areas who were
desperate for a reversal of the dismal economic situation in
the country. This enthusiastic reception for Ahmadinejad’s
political platform translated into electoral success in June
2005 when he emerged victorious in the presidential elec-
tions by a decisive and wide margin.

INFLUENCES AND CONTRIBUTIONS

Ahmadinejad’s influences and contributions to Iranian
society must be considered with a major qualifier: his
subservient position to the Supreme leader of Iran, Aya-
tollah ALl KHAMENEHIL Although Ahmadinejad is Iran’s
president in theory, in practice foreign policy, nuclear
policy, and the central economic policies are ultimately
under the jurisdiction of the supreme leader. In fact, it
has also been argued that Ahmadinejad was Khamenehi’s
favored candidate for president precisely so that the latter
could exercise complete political and social control over
Iran without having to deal with any ideological impedi-
ments, such as those posed by relative moderates such as

28

Rafsanjani and Khatami. However, despite Khamenehi’s
practical dominance over the political scene in Iran,
Ahmadinejad nonetheless represents a major player on
both the domestic as well as the global political front.
Ahmadinejad’s popularity among a vast segment of
the Iranian population (especially in the rural areas) is a
product of two inter-related factors: 1) his populist image
of a leader servant whose top priority is the welfare of the
less-privileged and 2) his relentless insistence on the con-
tinuance and progress of Iran’s nuclear enrichment pro-
gram, even in the face of massive international pressure to
do the opposite. Although Ahmadinejad faces significant
political and ideological opposition from Iranians both
within and outside the country, and even though his
political capital has somewhat eroded since his 2005
presidential election, he remains a popular leader among
the masses of Iran. His popularity among Iran’s common
folk is largely a result of his staunch defiant stance against
Western pressure on the nuclear issue. Ahmadinejad’s
brand of unrestrained chivalry in the face of mounting
Western hostility and opposition to Iran’s nuclear pro-
gram is very effective in catering to a national psychology
of resistance and counter-attack against an imagined
Western hegemony. Therefore, it is quite ironic that the
more that Western countries pressure Iran into halting its
nuclear energy program, and the more that Ahmadinejad
is successful in resisting and smothering this pressure, the
more does his popularity as the champion of Iran’s
sovereignty and national pride rise in the country.

BIOGRAPHICAL ENCYCLOPEDIA OF THE MODERN MIDDLE EAST AND NORTH AFRICA



Ahmadinejad’s biggest contribution to global politics
is perhaps more symbolic than it is practical. By confront-
ing the United States’ demands against Iran’s nuclear
enrichment program, Ahmadinejad has assumed an almost
iconic status of a “‘national warrior” who is brave enough to
withstand the might of the United States. This iconic image
of Ahmadinejad is not limited to the borders of Iran.
Rather, in a region where most leaders are perceived as
overly subservient and submissive towards the United
States, Ahmadinejad has risen as the symbol of resistance
against Western hegemony and domination in not only the

Middle East but in a large portion of the Muslim world.

THE WORLD’S PERSPECTIVE

According to the Bush Administration’s “National Secur-
ity Strategy” document released on 16 March 2006, the
United States “may face no greater challenge from a single
country than Iran.” This statement speaks volumes about
the United States’ perception of Ahmadinejad. The
United States clearly views him as a threat to its national
security and as a challenge to its overall standing in the
broader Middle East. Furthermore, since the United States
harbors and maintains close political ties with other major-
ity Sunni Muslim countries in the Middle East such as
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Saudi Arabia and Egypt, the growing influence of a Shi‘ite
Muslim leader such as Ahmadinejad is obviously a cause of
tremendous concern. This perception has intensified fol-
lowing the military confrontation between the Lebanese
Hezbollah and Israel in July-August 2006. The anxiety of
the United States over Iran’s nuclear energy program is
largely shared by most major European nations, though
with varying levels. Although countries such as France and
Germany have categorically stated that they are opposed to
Iran’s nuclear enrichment program, they are also adamant
in finding a resolution to this issue through sustained talks
and dialogue and not through military means.

Other Sunni countries in the Middle East such as Saudi
Arabia, Egypt, and Jordan also perceive Ahmadinejad with a
certain degree of angst and trepidation, mainly because of his
growing popularity not only among Shi‘ites but also among
Sunni populations in the region. Ahmadinejad’s charismatic
personality is seen by these Sunni leaders as a political threat
and a potential disturber of the prevalent power dynamics in
the Middle East. These fears and anxieties will surely multi-
ply if Iran were successful in attaining its nuclear ambitions.
Another key element involved in the world’s perspective
towards Ahmadinejad is the war in Irag. The more that
Ahmadinejad is seen as making political inroads into the

EXPLORING

Philosopher Charles Taylor has commented that modern
social imaginaries are “the ways people imagine their social
existence, how they fit together with others, how things go
on between them and their fellows, the expectations that
are normally met, and the deeper normative notions and
images that underlie these expectations” (Taylor, Modern
Social Imaginaries. Durham: Duke University Press, 2004,
p. 23). Like most majority Muslim nations encountering
the unsettling conditions and cultural vicissitudes of post-
modernity, Iran is also a country caught in the midst of
competing social imaginaries. On the one hand, the
Iranian social imaginary continues to remain enveloped in
a narrative of the pristine golden past that attempts to
appropriate the literary, cultural, and religious legacy of its
foregone past.

On the other hand, the cultural shifts and
transformations of modernity have compelled Iranians to
re-think their place in the world, and to invest their time
and energy in keeping pace with the increased scientific and

rational focus of the modern social imaginary. The figure of

Mahmoud Ahmadinejad epitomizes the tensions, challenges
and aspirations associated with the competing social
imaginaries that stand before the Iranian nation-state. His
firebrand political posture toward the West and his
insistence on furthering Iran’s nuclear program testify to his
highly modern, scientific and rational social imaginary
where he perceives the scientific progress of his country as
the marker of its cultural progress. On the other hand, his
call for the reinvigoration of “proper” religious practices in
the Iranian public sphere and his strong emphasis on
reviving the moralizing subjectivity of Iranian Muslims
signify the vitality of communal religion to his social
imaginary. These competing social imaginaries need not be
dichotomous. In fact, as Mahmoud Ahmadinejad’s political
career has shown, competing social imaginaries can and
often times do act as complementary dyads as opposed to
conflicting dichotomies. The extent to which Ahmadinejad
continues his success in juggling, negotiating, and resolving
these competing social imaginaries still remains to be seen.

However, so far, he seems to be doing well.
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Shi‘ite leadership and populous of Iraq, the more does his
growing influence become a cause of concern for the United
States, Europe, and Sunni nations in the Middle East.
However, not all nations in the world harbor a neg-
ative opinion about Ahmadinejad. Generally, international
leaders who are openly hostile or opposed to the current
United States government view Ahmadinejad highly favor-
ably. The chief example of this favorable impression is the
country of Venezuela and its leader, Hugo Chavez, whose
amicable relations with Ahmadinejad are well known. In
general, Ahmadinejad is regarded quite highly in several
Latin American countries, mainly because of the anti-
American sentiments prevalent in that region and the way
in which Ahmadinejad is perceived as a bulwark against an
imagined United States and western imperialism.

LEGACY
Ahmadenijad’s legacy is difficult to predict. Much will

depend on how the controversy over Iran’s nuclear enrich-
ment program plays out, and how that impacts the trium-
virate relationship between Iran, Europe, and the United
States. Moreover, in addition to Iran’s tussle with America
and European countries over the issue of nuclear arms,
Ahmadenijad’s legacy will also in large measure be deter-
mined by the progression of domestic politics within Iran.
As evidenced in the unfavorable outcome of the recently
held local body elections in the country, Ahmadenijad will
soon need to deliver on his promises of economic growth
and social reform in the country for him to leave behind a
memorable legacy. However, although several variables in
the formuladon of Ahmadinejad’s legacy are yet to be
determined, one can safely predict that his firebrand mode
of politics and international diplomacy is sure to have a
lasting impact on the contours of the Middle East’s relation-
ship with the West. Moreover, regardless of whether Ahma-
dinejad succeeds or fails in his goal of re-ordering Iranian
society into an economically vibrant, religiously fervent, and
militarily robust nation, he will be remembered as a dogged
resistor of American hegemony and power.

From another perspective, Ahmadinejad’s legacy will
also be open to competing intra-Iranian interpretations.
The people of Iran (both within and overseas) are deeply
divided on their vision for their country. Certainly, several
Iranians vehemently oppose Ahmadinejad’s call for a strin-
gendy religious public sphere or for a cuttingly confronta-
tional attitude toward the United States and the West.
However, even the most liberal Iranians residing in the West
seem supportive of Iran’s nuclear enrichment program, as
anxious as they might be about its potential consequences on
the world stage. According to them, if countries like India
and Pakistan can have nuclear weapons, why can’t Iran do
the same?

Nevertheless Ahmadinejad’s legacy in the thoughts of
those who oppose his vision for the country will in all
probability be decisively negative and unfavorable. They will
view the period of his reign over Iran as a dark moment in the

country’s history when the gradual development of a liberal
society in Iran as cultivated by Ahmadinejad’s predecessors
Rafsanjani and Khatami was brought to a halt and supplanted
by a more doctrinaire and rigid national ideology. On the
other hand, Iranians who agree with Ahmadinejad’s political,
religious, and foreign policy ideas and those who feel inspired
by his call to resist the hegemony of the West will likely
remember him as a national hero who served the national
and security interests of the country with valor and courage.
The point being that the most determinative factor in the
construction of Ahmadinejad’s legacy is the opinions of those
who will articulate his legacy and render it public.

Although Ahmadinejad’s legacy will vary considerably
in both form and content, people will be united in accept-
ing his central role in re-shaping and indeed re-defining
the power dynamics underlying Iran’s relationship with
the Sunni Middle East, Europe, and the United States.
Whether Ahmadinejad goes down in history as a smart,
bold, and decisive leader who challenged the might of the
United States successfully or whether he is remembered as
a rash, radical, and foolhardy leader who destabilized the
globe and created conditions for the isolation of Iran on
the world-stage still remains to be seen. However, regard-
less of how his legacy might be defined, he will go down in
history as a central figure in the political history of the
Middle Eastern whose presidency represented a major
chapter in the evolution of Iran’s relationship with the rest

of the world, especially the United States.
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AJRAM, NANCY
(1983-)

Nancy Ajram is a popular Lebanese pop singer and
dancer. The winner of a Lebanese television musical com-
petition at the age of twelve in 1995, she achieved star-
dom, complete with lucrative commercial endorsements,
after releasing a hit album in 2003.

PERSONAL HISTORY

Ajram was born on 16 May 1983 in Ashrafiyya, in the
eastern part of Beirut, Lebanon to a Maronite Catholic

30 BIOGRAPHICAL ENCYCLOPEDIA OF THE MODERN MIDDLE EAST AND NORTH AFRICA



family who nurtured her musical ability from an early age
(she has two siblings who are also performers, one an
actress, the other a singer). Ajram appeared in two
televised singing contests when she was eight years old.
When she was twelve, she appeared on Nujum al-Mustag-
bal (Stars of the future), a popular variety show, where she
won a gold medal. She began at this time to focus on voice
and theory lessons, and at age eighteen she released her first
album, Mibhtajlak (I need you). She was then accepted,
apparently a major accomplishment, as a member of the
Syndicate of Professional Artists in Lebanon. Three years
after her first album she released a second, Uyunak Anni
(Take your eyes off me). Neither was especially well
received. She has achieved more success in recent years; in
2005 she signed a deal to endorse Coca-Cola and be a
spokewoman for Damas Jewelry, and the album she
released in 2006, Yatabtab... Wa Dalla (I pat and spoil)
was a major success. Ajram is now one of the wealthiest
singers in Lebanese.

During the 2006 war between Israel and Hizbullah,
Ajram refused to leave Lebanon. She wrote a patriotic
song, “Lebanon Ya Habib al-Umur” (Lebanon my love)
as a tribute, and to “express her grief over the horror her
dear country is experiencing while Israeli forces are kill-

Nancy Ajram. ADAM JAN/AFP/GETTY IMAGES.
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BIOGRAPHICAL HIGHLIGHTS

Name: Nancy Ajram

Birth: 1983, Ashrafiyya, Lebanon
Family: Single

Nationality: Lebanese

Education: Vocal and music theory studies

PERSONAL CHRONOLOGY:

* 1990s: Participates in Lebanese TV musical
competitions; wins gold medal on Nujum al-
Mustaqbal (Stars of the future)

* 1998: Releases first album, Mihtajlak (1 need you)

* 2000: Releases second album, Uyunak Anni (Take
your eyes off me)

* 2003: Releases third album, Yz Salam (How
fantastic)

* 2004: Releases fourth album, A» Wa Noss (Yes of
course)

* 2005: Signs to promote Coca-Cola

* 2006: Releases single, Anta Masri (You're
Egyptian) for African Cup of Nations football

tournament being held in Egypt; releases fifth
album, Yatabtab... Wa Dalla

ing so many innocent civilians, destroying the core of
Lebanon.” Ajram also cancelled her concerts in Syria,
Egypt, and the United Arab Emirates on Valentine’s
Day 2006 to commemorate the one-year anniversary of
the assassination of the former Lebanese prime minister
RAFIQ HARIRI, saying that it was “[my] duty as a Lebanese
citizen to commemorate this day, as most Lebanese plan
to do” (http://www.nancy-ajram.ws).

INFLUENCES AND CONTRIBUTIONS

Ajram’s career was deeply influenced by the Lebanese
producer Jiji Lamara. After her first two albums failed,
the Lebanese producer turned her career around and
made her the star she is today. She also claims Fadel
Chaker as her favorite recording artist.

THE WORLD’S PERSPECTIVE

Global perception of Ajram has generally been positive
since her emergence on the music scene in the late 1990s.
Ajram was named as the best Arabic singer by the mag-

azine Zahrat al-Khalij for both 2003 and 2004 and she
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Akkad, Moustapha

CONTEMPORARIES

Myriam Faris (1983?-), like Nancy Ajram, is considered to
have been a child prodigy. She began dancing at the age of
five, and earned the first place spot on Téléliban, a
televised dance competition, at the age of nine. She placed
first in Oriental dance. She credits her early and continued
dance experience with helping her later vocal talent. She
studied for four years at the National Conservatory of
Music. At the age of sixteen, she won the top prize at the
Lebanese Song Festival, and the next year participated in
the singing competition Studio El Fan 200 and took the
first prize here as well. She was signed to the music label
the Music Master International. She has enjoyed
tremendous success, including sold-out concerts and a
large fan following throughout the Middle East. Both
Ajram and Faris started fairly young, and have worked
hard at perfecting their talent and fan followings.

was also named by the Arabic-language edition of News-
week as one of the most influential personalities of the
Arab world in 2005. Although her reception has been
generally positive, Ajram has also caused some contro-
versy (as have many of her colleagues), for her clothing,
for certain comments she has made about religion, and
the fact that she is seen as a sex symbol in the Arab world.
Most recently rumors circulated that her concert in Ber-
lin was boycotted because of this, and she experienced
some difficulties at a concert in Bahrain because it was
held during the Islamic month of fasting, Ramadan. She
is seen somewhat ambivalently in the Arab world: she is a
symbol of modern western influence, a flouter of tradi-
tion; on the other hand, she is loved, considered pro-
gressive, entertaining, and new. The rest of the world,
other than those of Middle Eastern descent, seems to be
slow to discover her.

LEGACY

It remains too early to assess Ajram’s legacy, since she is
young and still growing as an artist; her career and
influence could change in any direction. However, she
has sold more than twelve million albums, and is the
third best-selling female singer in Lebanese and Egyptian
music history. She had three albums debut at number-
one as well as multiple number-one singles after begin-
ning to work with producer Jiji Lamara. She was the
youngest to have a first single reach number one on the
Arabian Charts (Yz Salam [How fantastic], 2003).
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AKKAD, MOUSTAPHA
(1930-2005)

Moustapha Akkad (also Mustafa) was one of the few
Syrians to reach international stardom as a producer and
director in Hollywood from the 1970s until his death in a
terrorist bombing in Amman, Jordan in 2005. He pro-
duced two classics; one on the early years of Islam under the
Prophet Mohammad, and the other a Libyan-funded film
about resistance leader, Omar al-Mukhtar, of the 1920s
and 1930s. Both were also performed in Arabic. Akkad also

produced the horror classic Halloween and its many sequels.

PERSONAL HISTORY

Moustapha Akkad was born to a Muslim family on 1 July
1930 (some sources say 1935) in Aleppo, Syria where he
attended the local French school. After Syrian independ-

Moustapha Akkad. AP IMAGES.
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ence from the French Mandate in 1946 he completed his
secondary education at the American Aleppo College.
There Akkad discovered his love of acting in the theatre
arts classes taught by American Douglas Hill. Hill applied
for a scholarship to enable the nineteen-year-old Akkad to
attend the Theater Arts Department of UCLA.

Akkad’s studies at UCLA coincided with the insur-
gency in Algeria against the French. Los Angeles director
Sam Peckinpah contacted Akkad when searching for an
Arab assistant while developing a film on the conflict.
When the Algerian Revolution ended the film was dropped,
but the bond between Akkad and Peckinpah remained.
After graduating, Akkad accepted Peckinpah’s invitation to
work with him as a production assistant at MGM studios
on the movie Ride the High Country. Akkad later moved to
the CBS News Department and, with Peckinpah’s encour-
agement, produced his own show “As Others See Us.” He
then formed Akkad International Productions, specializing
in documentaries as well as features. The success of one of
these early documentaries, Caesar’s World, broadcast across
the United States, allowed him to open offices for his film
company in Beirut, London, and Hollywood.

INFLUENCES AND CONTRIBUTIONS

In 1972, Akkad founded Filmco International Produc-
tions. In 1976 Akkad produced and directed through
Filmco his first blockbuster in the Arab world, a/-Risalah
(The message), starring the Egyptian actor Abdallah
Ghaith and Syrian actress Mona Wasif. This film made
Akkad a household name in the Arab World and re-runs
are common on Arab satellite television even today,
decades after the movie’s release. Its popularity in the
Arab world prompted Akkad to release a version in
English in the United States. Mohammad: The Messenger
of God starred Anthony Quinn as Hamza, the uncle of
Prophet Mohamed, and Irene Papas as Hind, wife of the
Mecca notable Abu Sufyan. It was the first feature film
with popular lead actors in cinema history to deal with
the Muslim community and the beginnings of Islam.
The movie received positive reviews in the United States
and opened in three thousand theatres across the country.

Some American Muslims, however, were outraged by
the idea of a Hollywood movie on Islam, apparently assum-
ing that it somehow constituted a Jewish attack on their
faith. In Washington D.C., a group of African-American
Muslims stormed the B’nai Brith office building and took
twenty-two hostages, threatening violence unless the film
was withdrawn from circulation. Akkad negotated with
the Muslims’ leader, Khalifa Hamaas Abdul Khaalis. “Let
me show you the movie,” Akkad offered. “If you find it
objectionable, I will burn it.” The Muslim leader refused the
offer, and Akkad was forced to withdraw the film from
circulation. Later the movie was released for a second time.
Khalifa, however, threatened from his jail cell to burn the
theaters showing the film, and many potental moviegoers

kept away from the film. Although Akkad had carefully

Akkad, Moustapha

solicited the approval of various Islamic authorities before
creating the film, it was nevertheless banned in Saudi Arabia
and other Arab countries. One criticism of the movie was that
it showed the camel and cane of the Prophet of Islam—by
Islamic code, nothing related to the prophet can be depicted
in art. It was only after Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini of Iran
approved the film for distribution in Iran that it came to be
widely viewed and praised in the Muslim world.

Describing his classic film 7he Mohammed: The Mes-
senger of God, Akkad said:

I did the film because it is a personal thing for
me. Besides its production values as a film, it has
its story, its intrigue, its drama. Beside all this I
think there was something personal, being a
Muslim myself who lived in the west I felt that
it was my obligation my duty to tell the truth
about Islam. It is a religion that has a 700 million
following, yet it’s so little known about it which
surprised me. I thought I should tell the story
that will bring this bridge, this gap to the west.

Following the 11 September 2001 attacks on Wash-
ington DC and New York City, the Pentagon purchased
many copies of Mohammed: Messenger of God to show to
troops preparing for military duty in Afghanistan and,
later, in the Middle East, so as to help them better
understand the Islamic faith. “Sadly, even after watching
the film” Akkad commented a few years later, “they still
did not understand the truth behind Islam.”

In 1978 Akkad produced Halloween, a low-budget
horror movie costing $300,000. A major success at the
U.S. box office, the film was inspired by Alfred Hitchcock’s
Psycho, starring Janet Leigh. Akkad hired Leigh’s then sev-
enteen-year-old daughter, Jamie Lee Curtis, to play the lead
role. The film is considered one of the most important and
influendal of the horror genre. All but one of the Halloween
sequels featured the same character, Michael Myers, as an
unstoppable psycho-killer. Akkad’s described Halloween as a
movie in which “horror is based on suspense—there is
nothing of blood, gore or special effects.”

The success of the film led to seven sequels, the last
released in 2002 in the United States. Akkad also pro-
duced and directed the seven sequels, the last Halloween:
Resurrection in 2002. The series was highly profitable,
although it was only the first film that became iconic.

In 1981 Akkad produced and directed Lion of the Desert,
a biography on Libyan nationalist Omar al-Mukhtar, who
led an armed revolt against the Italian occupation of Libya
and was executed on the orders of Benito Mussolini in 1932.
The film starred Anthony Quinn as Mukhtar, Oliver Reed as
General Graziani, the officer in charge of crushing the Libyan
revolt, and Rod Steiger as Mussolini. Despite an impressive
cast, the film was not a box office success though it has since
been screened many times on U.S. television and is a
perennial favorite in the Arab world. Mainly because
rumors surfaced that the film had been financed by Mu‘am-
MAR AL-QADDAFI, it got negative reviews, recalled Akkad.
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One reviewer said it was a film about “ayatollahs on horse-
back.” Libyan television repeatedly showed the scene of
Mukhtar’s hanging—classic in the Arab world—in Decem-
ber 2006 when Qaddafi tried to draw parallels between the
executions of Mukhtar and sADDAM HUSSEIN in Baghdad.
Akkad had a studio at Twickenham in Great Britain
and he tried to buy Pinewood Studios from the Rank
Organisation. In 1986, he produced a comedy Free Ride.
With a lackluster cast and plot, it went unnoticed. The
following year he returned to the horror genre, producing
An Appointment with Fear, which also flopped. In 2001 he
began preparations for his third epic, Saladin, a high-budget
Hollywood production with Sean Connery cast in the role of
the Muslim sultan. Akkad lacked the funding for the project,
so he toured the Arab world from 2003 to 2005 secking
support for his Saladin project. At one point he brought
Connery with him to Damascus. The film, which was to cost
$80 million and to be filmed in Jordan, was described by
Akkad shortly before his death: “Saladin exactly portrays
Islam. Right now, Islam is portrayed as a terrorist religion.
Because of a few terrorists are Muslims, the whole religion
has that image. If there ever was a religious war full of terror,
it was the Crusades. But you can’t blame Christianity
because of a few adventurers did this. That's my message.”

THE WORLD’S PERSPECTIVE

Moustapha Akkad was never hailed or honored in Holly-
wood, probably because of his Syrian descent and for not
being a prolific director and producer. Over his thirty-year
career he produced the timeless Halloween movies, The
Messenger, and Lion of the Desert. Only the Halloween
movies were hits in the United States. The others were
popular in his native Syria, the Arab, and Muslim world.
Therefore, a rising generation of moviegoers in the United
States did not really know Moustapha Akkad. His 2005
death in a terrorist attack received minimal mention in the
U.S. press. Only Arab and Middle East-oriented reports
and publications covered his brutal murder thoroughly.
The news of his death hit Syria like storm. He was its
famous son who had made his mark in Hollywood. As far
as the Syrians were concerned, Akkad was their Alfred
Hitchcock. The same applied to the Arab world, where
his movies still air on satellite television many times a year.
Syrian actors and actresses, also mourned Akkad greatly. In
the years following Akkad’s death the Syrian press has been
reporting news on a new Moustapha Akkad in the making,
his son Malek. Malek Akkrad wants to continue his father’s
legacy and produce the long-awaited Saladin epic.

LEGACY
Akkad died before completing the Saladin project. On 9

November 2005 he was mortally wounded in a terrorist
bombing at the Grand Hyatt Hotel in Amman, Jordan
while attending a wedding with his daughter Rima, who
was killed instantly. Akkad later died in a hospital on

November 11 and ABU MUS‘AB AL-ZARQAWT's al-Qa‘ida
group in Iraq claimed responsibility for the attack. Akkad
received a hero’s funeral in Syria where President BASHAR
AL-ASAD posthumously gave him the Syrian Medal of
Honor. Akkad’s tragic murder was particularly troubling
for Syrians who took great pride in his achievements in
Hollywood. There is a sad irony in that Akkad, who spent
his life dispelling stereotypes about Islam and Arabs, should
have fallen victim to Islamic fundamentalism. In fact,
despite his popularity with Arab audiences, Akkad had been
the subject of fundamentalist threats in the past.

The Amman bombings deprived the Arab world of a
man whose work represented a potent weapon against the
massive media machine propagating negative images of
Arabs and Muslims in the United States. He and Egyp-
tian actor OMAR SHARIF were two of only a few Arabs with
considerable influence in Hollywood. Akkad produced
films that presented an Arab and Islamic perspective
rarely seen by the American public.

His classic movie Mohammed: Messenger of God, pre-
sented a nuanced image of Islam in direct contrast to the
perversion of the religion promoted by criminals such as
OSAMA BIN LADEN. Muslim fanatics who threatened to kill
Akkad in 1976 when he produced Mohammed: Messenger
of God succeeded three decades later. Professor Juan Cole,
president of the Global Americana Institute, who was
monitoring the terrorist activities and war in Iraq with
his highly influential website www.juancole.com, wrote

after Akkad was killed:

The Iraq conflict has become a bad horror film.
It has killed the grandfather of the Halloween
movies. And it has snuffed out the man who
wanted to bring real Muslim heroes such as the
Prophet Muhammad, Omar Mukhtar, and Sal-
adin to American film-going audiences. Now, his
last project will remain unachieved. Saladin was a
Kurd from what is now northern Irag, and he
defeated the Crusaders with a legendary chivalry
that inspired their respect. [bu Mus‘ab al-] Zar-
qawi’s henchmen inspire only horror, not respect.
They have no chivalry, only bloodthirstiness.
They are Michael Myers, not Saladin.
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ALAEE TALEGHANI, AZAM
(1944-)

Women’s rights activist Azam Alaee Taleghani (also Azam
Taleghani, Taleqani) is an Iranian women’s rights activist
who has played an important role in women’s rights and
democracy issues in Iran since the 1960s. She is the daugh-
ter of Ayatollah Said Mahmoud Taleghani, who fought
against the Pahlavi Shah Mohammad Reza in the 1970s
and died after the 1979 revolution. Alace Taleghani was a
Member of the Majles, the Iranian legislature, from 1979
to 1981. She is the founding member of Najm Complex
Non-Governmental Organization (NGO) which consists
of three institutions, The Association of Islamic Women of
Iran; Women’s Society of the Islamic Revolution and
Payame Hajar (Farsi: Hajar’'s Message) women’s journal.
She is the author of many articles and books.

PERSONAL HISTORY

Alace Taleghani was born in 1944 (some sources say
1943) in Tehran, Iran. She has a diploma in Humanities,
a diploma in English language, and a BA in Persian
Literature from Tehran University. She specializes in
educational issues and has worked as a teacher, a head
teacher, and head of a school for 26 years. From 1973 to
1975 she was in jail under the Shah’s regime for her anti-
regime activities. Since the 1979 revolution she has been
active on women’s issues and democracy issues.

For Alace Taleghani, women played an important
role in the 1978-1979 revolutionary period which led to
the fall of the pro-West regime of the Shah in 1979:
“Women carried their children on their shoulders and
attended meetings, conferences, and marches. Many were
killed during the street demonstrations against the Shah’s
regime. We worked in hospitals day and night and looked
after the injured. Women left their homes and their hus-
bands to work in hospitals and in the mosques. They only
went home a few hours a day to sort out things for their
children. Those who had young children organized collec-
tive child-care facilities in the neighborhood, allowing
time for everyone to do their share of voluntary work.
Women attacked police stations and barracks, confiscated
arms and distributed them amongst the revolutionaries”

(Poya 1999, p. 124).

INFLUENCES AND CONTRIBUTIONS

Alaee Taleghani is strongly influenced by her father’s idea
of a link between Islam and modern ideas. She, alongside
other female political activists in the 1990s such as Shahla
Habibi (daughter of Ayatollah Habibi), and Fatemeh and
Faeze Hashemi (daughters of Ayatollah Rafsanjani), tried
to reinterpret Islamic laws and regulations in favor of
women’s participation in economics and politics. Alaee
Taleghani believed that women’s political activities in the

Alaee Taleghani, Azam

BIOGRAPHICAL HIGHLIGHTS

Name: Azam Alaee Taleghani
Birth: 1944 (some sources say 1943), Tehran, Iran

Family: Husband, Morteza Eghtesad; one
daughter, Akram Eghtesad; three sons, Abbas
Eghtesad, Kazem Eghtesad, and Mohammad
Sadegh Eghtesad

Education: Diploma and BA, Tehran University

PERSONAL CHRONOLOGY:

* 1979: Founded Najm Complex Non-
Governmental Organization (NGO): The
Association of Islamic Women of Iran; Women’s
Society of the Islamic Revolution and Payame

Hajar Women’s Journal

* 1979-81: Member of the Majles

revolutionary period and their paid and unpaid work in
the 1980s gave them a sense of collective consciousness
against their limited role in the home. She explained how
women’s experiences of voluntary work during the Iran-
Iraq war (1980-1988) politicized women: “During the war
we joined the Sisters Mobilization Organization. We
worked in the mosques, prepared food, blankets and med-
icines for the men at the war front. In the war-zone areas
women were involved in the distribution of arms amongst
the population and the soldiers. In these areas women set
up mobile hospitals and looked after the injured. As the
war continued, women had to return to their homes, but
they still continued their voluntary work and had to
organize their time in a way to allow them to do their
housework and their voluntary work in order to keep
make family members happy” (Poya 1999, pp. 136-137).

During this period, Alaee Taleghani’s organization,
the Women’s Society of Islamic Revolution, voluntarily
taught women sewing, knitting, and electronics work.
This allowed them to be employed in textile and elec-
tronics industries. The organization also ran classes in
mathematics and Farsi for poorer students who needed
help with their studies.

Women’s rights activists put women’s issues at the
center of political debate in Iran. In the 1997 presidential
election, women used this period to raise their voices
for gender equality. Despite the fact that, according to
religious law and Article 115 of the Constitution, women
could not become president, nine women stood. This
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CONTEMPORARIES

Faeze Hashemi, the daughter of Ayatollah Rafsanjani
(the President of Iran between 1989-1997), was a
women’s rights activist during the 1990s alongside
Azam Alace Taleghani. In the 1990s, women’s issues
became central within Iranian politics when magazines,
newspapers, television and radio raised brought the
topic to the forefront. The powerful presence of
religious Iranian women, wearing black chador (Farsi:
Iranian full Islamic cover) as delegates at the
International Women’s Conference in Beijing in 1995
brought to the fore gender issues in Iran. In the
parliamentary election of 1996 Hashemi as a candidate
for Tehran was extremely popular among young
women of both the religious and the secular middle
class for suggesting that if elected she would create
women-only sport ground. She came second in this
election. In 1998 she published the daily Rouznameh
Zan (Farsi: Woman’s newspaper). This was an
important publication relating women’s issues to a
growing democracy movement. This newspaper, with
the circulation of twenty thousand, waged a campaign
to encourage women to stand for elections. In April
1999 this newspaper was closed down for challenging

unequal gender relations.

action was a form of protest, forcing the state to admit to
its own limitations. Alace Taleghani was one of these
candidates. She announced that her intention was first
“to sort out the interpretation of the term “rejal” (Farsi:
statesman), which is ambiguously defined in the Consti-
tution”; second, she said, “It was my religious duty to
stand for the presidential election, otherwise the rights of
half of the population of this country would have been
wasted and I would have been responsible and account-
able to God for such an injustice.” Third, she explained,
“I have discussed with a number of clergymen the issue
of whether a woman could be the President of the Islamic
Republic or not in order to pave the way for the future,
even if this may cause problems for me at present”
(Zanan No. 34, 1997; Poya 1999, p. 144-45).

She visited a number of the ulama (Islamic religious
scholars), and challenged their objection to women
standing for presidency. She explained, “Five out of six
ulama believed that women cannot be president. I argued
with them, my aim was to prove to them that they have a

particular reading of Islamic laws on women which can
be changed.” Despite her and other women activists’
efforts, all female candidates were rejected by the con-
servative clergy. In this election, the majority of women
voted for President MOHAMED KHATAMI who was sympa-
thetic to their views and he won a landslide victory
against the conservatives (Rostami-Povey 2001, p. 49).

Since 1997, Alaee Taleghani pioneered the tradition
of women challenging the presidential elections. Prior to
the 2001 presidential election eighty women and prior to
the 2005 presidential election eighty-nine female activists
declared themselves as candidates. In the 2005 presiden-
tial election, women’s rights activists staged a number of
sit-ins and demonstrations. They argued that they would
continue their struggle until the male reading of the
Islamic laws, including rejecting women to be president,
was changed. In one of these demonstrations, Alaee
Taleghani turned to the police who were surrounding
women and said to them, “Thank you brothers for
allowing us to raise our voices. We will be here forever
to continue our struggle and you will have to cooperate
with us” (Rostami-Povey 2005).

Alaee Taleghani, as the founding member of Najm
NGO, has attended international conferences. Under her
supervision and directorship Payame Hajar is published
in Farsi and in English to promote women’s rights issues.
In 1997 she attended the United Nations (UN) Division
for the Advancement of Women and participated in the
debate about the Muslim women’s equal right with men
to inheritance. In her publications she has been support-
ing Palestinian women and has been sending regular
declarations in support of them. She has also been writ-
ing and discussing issues in relation to refugee and
migrant women and children, disabled women, and the
rights of female religious minorities and secular women
(Payame Hajar 1997, 17-21).

In her analysis of various verses of the Qur'an she
argues that “men were not born weak, they were made
weak; women were not born oppressed, they were made
oppressed. Therefore, women’s and men’s natural rights
are taken away from them. One is therefore obliged to
fight for women’s and men’s rights.” It is on this basis is
that she sees herself on the side of the globally oppressed
who constitute the majority of the world’s population.
She criticizes some Muslim communities in the Muslim
majority and Muslim minority societies who do not
allow women to enter into the mosques. She argues that
“women’s presence in the mosques is their Islamic right.”
In her view, in the eyes of the God, women and men are
equal; in Islam, human beings are equal and one is not
superior to the other. In early history of Islam, women
played important political roles (Payame Hajar 1995, p. 5).
Therefore, according to Islamic culture, women and men
can have equal access to work and employment. In her book
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Women's Issues; Second Notebook: (1991) she discusses the
importance of the work of women in agriculture and in
industry and women’s contribution to the household econ-
omy and the national economy as well as women’s griev-
ances and demands.

LEGACY

Azam Alace Taleghani certainly will go down in history
as an important Iranian women’s rights activist.
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Elaheh Rostami Povey

ALAMA, RAGHEB
(1962-)

Massively popular throughout the Arab world, Lebanese
singer Ragheb (also Raghib) Alama has been a topping
the Arab billboards since the early 1980s when he broke
into the music business at the age of eighteen. He has
released more than fourteen albums, with many singles
reaching number one on the charts. His music tends to
blend traditional rhythms with a synthesized sound to
produce popular dance tunes.

PERSONAL HISTORY

Ragheb Subhi Alama was born in Ghubayri, a suburb of
Beirut, Lebanon, on 7 June 1962. The fourth of eight
children (he has three sisters and four brothers), Alama
displayed his music abilities at an early age. When he was
just two years old, he would sing along with the radio,
even though he could not pronounce the words. His
father, who recognized his son’s special talent and
encouraged his musical interest, took Alama to a taping
of a music show at a Lebanese radio station to be inter-
viewed when he was just nine years old.

When he was thirteen, Alama entered the Beirut
Conservatory of Music, where he refined his talent with
vocal training. He also studied the ud (oud; a lute) for
several years. Although his parents hoped that Alama
would continue his studies at the university and perhaps
enter a career in engineering, Alama’s heart was already in
his music. On the very day he finished his high school

exams, he rushed from his tests to a television studio to

Alama, Ragheb

BIOGRAPHICAL HIGHLIGHTS
i
Name: Ragheb Alama; also Ragheb Subhi Alama
Birth: 1962, Beirut, Lebanon

Family: Wife, Jehan Al Ali (married 1996); two
children, Khalid (born 1997) and Lu’ay (born
2001); one daughter, Sara, from his first wife,
Randa Zaka

Nationality: Lebanese

PERSONAL CHRONOLOGY:
* 1986: Released first album, Yz Rayt
* 1993: Released “Albi Ashigha,” first music video
produced in the Arab region

* 1998: Named Best Arabic Male Singer, awarded
the Golden Lion

* 2002: Released album Saharuni al-Layll
* 2003: Released album 7#b Leh
* 2005: Released Greatest Hits, 1996-2002

appear on the popular, nationally broadcast show, Studio
al-Fann, the Lebanese version of America’s Star Search.
Displaying his wide range of vocal abilities, Alama won
the talent show and quickly became a popular figure
across Lebanon.

Riding the wave of his success on Studio al-Fann,
Alama released his first album, Yz Rayz, in 1986. Written
and produced by Ihssan Al-Mounzer, the album’s blend
of traditional rhythms and Western pop sounds was soon
breaking sales records around the Middle East. Alama’s
popularity continued to increase and he appeared widely
at festivals and concerts in Lebanon and Egypt. He also
spent significant time in the recording studio, releasing a
new album every year through 1990: a/-Hadiya (1987),
Dawa al-Layl (1988), Ma Yajuz (1989), and [bi Ashigha
(1990). In 1990 Alama’s fame reached new heights and
spanned new international borders when Albi Ashigha
went platinum and the title cut became the first music
video produced in the Middle East.

Between 1993 and 1999, Alama released six albums:
Ya Hayati (1993), Tawaam Rubi (1995), Allamtini
(1996), Farq Kabir (1996), Bravo Alayki (1997), and
Habibi Ya Nasi (1999). All but Farq Kabir were released
under the Relax-In Production label. During the 1990s,
Alama’s international audience continued to expand, and
he played to sold-out crowds in New York, Los Angeles,
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Detroit, and Washington, D.C. In 1998, following a
concert in Jordan, he was the target of an assassination
attempt by a crazed fan, who shot him in the leg before
fleeing the scene.

Alama garnered several awards, including Best Video
Clip from Cinema and People Magazine in 1995 and the
Golden Lyre from the Second Orbit Festival for Arabic
songs in 1997. In 1998, he was named the Best Arabic
Male Singer and awarded the Arabian World Gold Lion.
In 1996, Alama married Jehan Al Ali; he has two chil-
dren: Khalid (born 1997) and Lu’ay (born 2001). He
also has one daughter, Sara, from his first marriage to
Randa Zaka.

In 2001 Alama signed with Alam al-Fann Production
and soon released Saharuni al-Layll (Up all night), which
included the smash single, “Bitghib Bitruh” (When you
go away), a duet with then-newcomer Elissa (now a major
Arab singing star). The following year, the title cut of his
new album, 746 Leh (Oh why), became his most popular
release to date, reaching the number-one spot on the
Arab billboards. In 2004, the release of al-Hubb al-Kabir
(The great love) marked the final collaboration between
Alama and Alam al-Fann Productions. “Yalla Ya Shabab,”
performed with Persian superstar Andranik Madadian
(known simply as Andy) received significant attention
and spawned a successful music video. The second single
to generate interest was the album’s title cut, which,
although it never reached number one, managed to make
it into the Top 40. In 2005 Alama released Greatest Hits,
1996-2002, which included songs such as “Tab Leh,”
“Nassini al-Duniya” (Make me forget the world), and
“Saharuni al-layl.”

Although Alama asserted he left his partnership with
Alam al-Fann on amicable terms, the singer has vowed to
never again sign a contract that gives a production com-
pany full and exclusive rights to his music. Thus, several
attempts to negotiate a deal with the radio and television
company Rotana have continued to stall over this point.
Alama plans to self-finance his new album, which is
scheduled for release in summer 2007.

Alama has also done his part to bring “reality tele-
vision” to the Middle East. He starred in the popular
show What You Don’t Know About, which airs on Arab
satellite television station MBC. The show, which follows
along in the everyday life of a popular entertainer, shows
Alama as singer, husband, and father, with several of the
episodes shot at Alama’s home in Paris.

INFLUENCES AND CONTRIBUTIONS

With fans across the world, Alama has toured the United
States and Canada several times. In 2005, he held a
concert in the capital of Mauritania, the first of its kind
in that country. In 2006, he held a concert for the Iranian
community in the city of Dubai in the United Arab

“NASSINI AL-DUNIYA” (MAKE
ME FORGET THE WORLD)

Make me forget the world, make me forget
the people.

Melt me my darling, and let me tell you
sweet words.

If I go around the world, if I go around the
people,

There is no possibility to find love like yours.

If I tell you that I love you,

Love is just too less for you.

If I take a minute away from you,

I return in the need to see your eyes.
Hug me, be mine,

Melt me and melt in my love.

Come and we'll live the nicest days.

It was the nicest day of my life

When I met you, my life.

I couldn’t take it, if I didn’t think of you for
one moment.

I found myself in your love,

You took me from all the people, to live the
most beautiful feeling,

And, my darling, make me forget the world

with you.

EXCERPTED FROM ““NASSINI AL-DUNIYA™

Emirates. In the same year, he performed at Royal Albert
Hall in London, in a benefit concert that aided two
Lebanese orphanages. Alama regularly participates in
charity events, especially those aimed at aiding children
in need. He has also built a school for children. Alama
brings a message of hope and an appeal for unity among
Arab nations to his performances.

THE WORLD’S PERSPECTIVE

Alama’s international appeal has carried his blend of
Middle Eastern rhythms and Western pop melodies
across the world. Although his heavy reliance on synthe-
sized notes and sound effects may sound overdone to
Western ears, the Arab community has long loved his
danceable tunes, with belly dancers preferring his more
traditional beats and others leaning toward his more
purely pop songs. Alama’s love songs have also garnered
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a wide audience. He has performed throughout the Arab
world at festivals in Carthage, Tunisia, the Jarash Inter-
national Festival in Jordan, and the City Lights Festival
in Egypt, as well as appeared in the West in cities like Los
Angeles, Chicago, Detroit, and Washington. He has been
given the honorary keys to the city from cities like
Detroit and Sydney. In Egypt, he received top honors
for his video “Alamtini” (You taught me). He has
recorded with Western performers and even has a global
fan base in non-Arabic speaking countries. His songs also
are available worldwide via such music download services

as Rhapsody, iTunes, and MusicMatch.

LEGACY

Besides being wildly popular among his most devoted
fans during his twenty-year career, Alama has served as a
pioneer of Arab music videos. With the release of the first
Arab-produced music video, “Ibi Ashigha,” in 1990, he
has continued to advance the region’s offerings of quality
music. He will be remembered as one of the most pop-
ular Arab singers of the last quarter of the twentieth
century.
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Alisa Larson

AL-ANI, JANANNE
(1966-)

London-based Jananne Al-Ani is an Iraqi-Irish multime-
dia artist.

PERSONAL HISTORY

Al-Ani was born in 1966 in Kirkuk, Iraq to an Iraqi
father and an Irish mother. She is primarily a video and
video installation artist and emigrated from northern
Iraq to England in 1980 where she trained at the Byam
Shaw School of Art, earning a fine art diploma in 1989.
Al-Ani earned a B.A. in Arabic from the University of

Al-Ani, Jananne

BIOGRAPHICAL HIGHLIGHTS

i
Name: Jananne Al-Ani
Birth: 1966, Kirkuk, Iraq
Nationality: Iraqi, Irish; based in Britain

Education: Fine art diploma, Byam Shaw School
of Art, 1989; B.A. (Arabic), University of
Westminster, 1995; M.A. (photography), Royal
College of Art, 1997

PERSONAL CHRONOLOGY:
* 1996: Photographs Untitled 1 & 2 win John
Kobal Photographic Portrait Award, National

Portrait Gallery, London

* 2004: Participates in “Beyond East and West:
Seven Transnational Artists” show, Krannert Art
Museum, Champaign-Urbana, Illinois

* 2005: Exhibits with “The World is a Stage:
Stories Behind Pictures” show, Mori Art
Museum, Tokyo; Art Now solo exhibition at the
Tate Gallery, London

* 2006: Participates in “Seventeen Ways of Looking”
show, Museum of Modern Art, New York

Westminster in 1995, and an M.A. in photography from
the Royal College of Art in 1997.

INFLUENCES AND CONTRIBUTIONS

Al-Ani’s early works were photographic but in the late
1990s she began to work most frequently in video. Al-
Ani’s work is primarily concerned with the complexities,
ambiguities, and power relationships that are part of the
processes of cultural contact and mixing. She often draws
on her own experience of moving from Iraq to Britain,
and of being the child of an Iraqi father and Irish mother,
to explore these issues, but she intentionally disrupts the
easy correlation between her work and her background.
Al-Ani has done a series of pieces dealing with the male
gaze and the female body, and the Orientalist and Western
male gaze on Middle Eastern women in particular. A
number of pieces that both confront and entice voyeurism
exemplify her work on this theme, as in Untitled 1 & 2
(1996), as do the works that deal with the politics and
practices of veiling.

Her video installations on the veil are part of the
larger body of work being produced by female artists
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from the Middle East examining the complicated issue of
the veil from their own diverse perspectives. Another
theme running through Al-Ani’s works is the relationship
between memory and narrative, a topic motivated by her
personal history. Similar to several other prominent
artists of Arab descent, Al-Ani’s artistic exploration of
her mixed and diasporic identity was initially motivated
by the 1991 Gulf War, which brought into focus the
interwoven personal and political aspects of life in exile.
Al-Ani is particularly interested in the ambiguities of
personal histories as constructed through narratives of
memory, and has created a series of works involving
family members that explore the multiple layers of expe-
rience and identity. Her 2005 Art Now, a two-part video
installation at London’s famous Tate Gallery, has been
her most ambitious project to date.

THE WORLD’S PERSPECTIVE
Al-Ani has exhibited widely in the United States and

Europe. In 1999 she mounted solo shows at the Imperial
War Museum in London and at the Smithsonian Insti-
tution in Washington. In 2004 she participated in the
group exhibition “Beyond East and West: Seven Trans-
national Artists” at the Krannert Art Museum in Cham-
paign-Urbana, Illinois, and in 2005 in “The World is a
Stage: Stories Behind Pictures” show at the Mori Art
Museum, Tokyo. In 2006, her work appeared in the
show “Seventeen Ways of Looking” at the Museum of
Modern Art in New York.

Her work has earned her a number of awards,
including an Arts Council Grant, 1998; a Renaissance
Art Award, 1997; the John Kobal Photographic Portrait
Award, 1996; a Fuji, Joe’s Basement & RCA Award,
1996; a South Bank Photo Show prize, 1991; and the
East International Award in 2000.

LEGACY

It remains too early to assess the final legacy of this
creative artist still in her prime.
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AL-AZM, SADIK
(1934-)

A noted Syrian intellectual, Sadik Al-Azm is one of the
great scholarly minds of the past four decades in the Arab
world.

PERSONAL HISTORY

Sadik Jalal Al-Azm was born in 1934 in Damascus, Syria,
to a distinguished Sunni Muslim Damascene family.
He completed his Ph.D. at Yale University in 1963 and
thereafter began teaching at The American University of
Beirut. He taught for many years at the University of
Damascus, and also was a visiting professor at a number
of institutions, including the Wissenschaftskolleg in Ber-
lin from 1990 to 1991, and the University of Hamburg in
1998. From 1992 to 1993 he was a fellow at the Wood-
row Wilson International Center for Scholars in Wash-
ington. Now retired, he is professor emeritus in modern
European philosophy at the University of Damascus. Al-
Azm is a member of the Committee for the Prizes of the
Prince Claus Fund.

INFLUENCES AND CONTRIBUTIONS

Al-Azm has been one of the premier leftist Arab intellec-
tuals of the past several decades. The 1967 War, which
led to the catastrophic defeat of Syria, Jordan, and Egypt
by Isracl—along with the occupation of parts of all three
of those countries by Israeli forces—had a profound
impact on Al-Azm and his entire generation. As the Arab
world grappled for explanations, Al-Azm produced two
seminal works that offered penetrating explanations that
probed deep into Arab society. His books Self Criticism
After the Defear (1968) and Critique of Religious Thought
(1969) became instant classics. They spawned other intel-
lectual ventures into Arab self-criticism as well, and rep-
resent milestones in modern Arab intellectual history.
Looking back decades later, Al-Azm described his

thought process at the time as follows:

“What really attracted my attention then was the
presence of a transformational and radicalizing
tendency within this [Arab] liberation movement
[in the 1960s] which aimed at the implementation
of necessary changes in the economic, productive,
and political structures of the Arab World. But
along with this tendency went a highly conservative
counter-trend which wanted to preserve the old
social structures and their values, as well as the
superstructures of thought, values, morality, and
religion. In other words, it appeared to me then
as though the Arab liberation movement was striv-
ing toward the implementation of significant and
revolutionary transformations in the lower struc-
tures of society with its left hand, while at the same
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BIOGRAPHICAL HIGHLIGHTS

i
Name: Sadik Al-Azm (Sadiq Al-Azm)
Birth: 1934, Damascus, Syria

Family: Married
Nationality: Syrian
Education: Yale University, 1963, Ph.D.

PERSONAL CHRONOLOGY:
* 1967: Publishes “Modern Science and the
Dangerous Relapse”
* 1968: Publishes Self Criticism After the Defeat
* 1969: Publishes Critigue of Religious Thought
¢ 1981: Publishes “Orientalism and Orientalism in

Reverse”

* 1992: Named fellow at the Woodrow Wilson

International Center for Scholars in Washington

¢ 2004: Receives Erasmus Prize

time striving just as hard to slow down the trans-
formation of the superstructures with its right
hand. I was convinced then that this contradiction
within the Arab liberation movement resulted in a
great deal of obstruction, without any realization
on my part at the time that this may have been
class-related, or more specifically, directly related to
the nature of the petty bourgeoisie. It appeared to
me that the most appropriate intellectual task for a
person like myself would be to engage in some
constructive activity. This meant destroying those
superstructures which had lost their capacity for life
because of the changes occurring in the base, while
at the same time participating in the building of
relatively new structures more suited to the trans-
formations gripping Arab life at that moment”

(Talhami 1997).

Beyond those two works, two ongoing features of his
research have been his studies of Orientalism and Islamic
fundamentalism. He has written much about Orientalism—
essentially defined as the West’s attempt to understand Mus-
lim and other societies of the Orient or the East according to
monolithic, immutable terms (often culturally and religiously
based) and typologies, rather than as living, changing soci-
eties. His work goes on to analyze how such beliefs affect
Western-Islamic relations. His 1981 essay “Orientalism and
Orientalism in Reverse” was a classic in this regard.

As for Al-Azm’s studies of Islamic fundamentalism,
just two months after the 1967 defeat he published an

Al-Azm, Sadik

article titled “Modern Science and the Dangerous Relapse,”
which correctly anticipated the return of Islamic political
discourse in the Arab world. The defeat spelled the end of
many Arabs’ belief in secular trends such as pan-Arab
nationalism and socialism, and caused some to turn to
religion as an explanatory and mobilizing agent instead.
Al-Azm not only studied this phenomenon, but also
criticized Arab regimes’ exploitation of mounting religious
fervor as a way of deflecting attention away from their role
in the defeat. He discussed this in his article ““The Miracle of
the Virgin’s Apparition and the Liquidation of the Traces of
Aggression,” which focused on how the Egyptian govern-
ment helped spread the rumor of the appearance of the
Virgin Mary at a church in Egypt. Al-Azm has continued to
write about fundamentalism in the post-11 September
2001 world. He argues that modern Islamic fundamental-
ism and Islamic politics are reactive, not constructive, in
that they essentially reflect a religious response to ongoing
Arab defeat and humiliation.

THE WORLD’S PERSPECTIVE

Al-Azm has been hailed as one of the foremost Arab intel-
lectuals of recent decades. Self’ Criticism After the Defeat
marked a turning point in Arab discourse about society
and politics. He has received a number of prestigious prizes
and awards testifying to his scholarly contributions. In
2004, he won the prestigious Erasmus Prize along with
fellow Arab intellectual FATIMA MERNISSI and Iranian intel-
lectual ABDOLKARIM SOROUSH. In 2004, he also received the
Dr. Leopold-Lucas-Preis of the Evangelical-Theological
Faculty of the University of Tiibingen, and in 2005,
became a Dr. Honoris Causa at Hamburg University.
Several conferences have also been convened in Al-
Azm’s honor. In 2005, a conference titled “Orientalism
and Conspiracy: Workshop in Honour of Sadik al-Azm”
was held at the Asia-Africa-Institute at the University of
Hamburg. In January 2006, the “Orientalism and Fun-
damentalism in Jewish and Islamic Critique: A Confer-
ence Honoring Sadik al-Azm” was held in his honor at
Dartmouth College. Arab regimes, however, sometimes
have taken a dimmer view of him and his work. The
Lebanese government, for example, imprisoned Al-Azm

after he published Critique of Religions Thought in 1969.

LEGACY
Although still writing, Sadik Al-Azm already has left a

legacy of piercing intellectual examination of the social,
religious, cultural, and political bases of modern Arab
thought and politics.
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ALBERSTEIN, CHAVA
(1947-)

Folk and pop singer-guitarist Chava (also Hava) Alberstein
is one of Israel’s most important, respected, and prolific
entertainers; one of the few Israeli artists whose popularity
spans decades both in her native country and abroad. Her
career resembles that of other female folk singers such as
the American Joan Baez and the Argentinian Mercedes
Sosa, illustrating the connection between folk music and
the performance realm of musical self-expression com-
bined with political and social activism. For her achieve-
ments she has received the degree of Doctor Philosophie
Honoris Causa from Tel Aviv University.

Her success is even more impressive considering the
fact that she has aimed for the highest artistic standards
while remaining true to her political and social agendas.
She has tirelessly promoted collaborations with the most
prominent and respected Israeli poets, composers, and
producers in tandem with developing her own composi-
tional and lyrical skills. She is at home in a wide array of
musical styles (including folk, world, pop and jazz) and is
noted for her singular devotion to singing and recording

in Yiddish.

PERSONAL HISTORY

Chava Alberstein was born on 8 December 1947 in Sche-
chin (now Szczecin), Poland and immigrated to Israel at
the age of four. She settled with her family in Kiryat Haim,
a working-class suburb near Haifa, Israel’s third largest city.
In an interview for Israeli TV, she recalled that her first
guitar was given to her by her father, who had purchased it
from a sailor at Haifa Port, and thus the instrument was
covered with stickers from all over the world. This might
have predetermined her artistic destiny; to be a “wandering
gypsy” vocalizing the music of the people.

At the age of twelve she won a government fellow-
ship for music studies, and five years later performed for
the first time in public during a live radio broadcast. The
musician Meir Harnik heard her performance on the

BIOGRAPHICAL HIGHLIGHTS
L
Name: Chava Alberstein
Birth: 1947, Schechin (now Szczecin), Poland
Family: Married. Husband: Nadav Levitan
Nationality: Israeli

PERSONAL CHRONOLOGY:

* 1967: Releases first solo album, Perah ha-Lilakh
(Lilac flower)

* 1970: Releases Me’shirei Eretz Ahavati (Songs of
my beloved country)

* 1986: Releases Mehagrim (Immigrants)

* 1989: Releases London; one of its songs, “Khad
Gadya,” decries Israeli policies toward the first

Palestinian intifada, and creates controversy
* 1998: Releases The Well with the Klezmatics

* 2005: Receives honorary doctorate from Tel Aviv

University

radio and invited her to join his traveling singing show
on a national tour. She accepted Harnik’s invitation, and
it was during one of these shows that the prominent
popular music composer Nachum Heiman heard her,
and assured her on the spot that she was about to become
a star.

Heiman secured her a contract with CBS Records
(which later became the major label NMC), the most
important record label in Israel during the 1960s and
1970s. She completed her compulsory military service in
the Israel Defense Forces, performing as a solo singer-
guitarist before the troops.

INFLUENCES AND CONTRIBUTIONS

The First Years (1967-69) CBS did not wait long; in
1967 Alberstein’s first solo album Perah ha-Lilakh (Lilac
flower) was released and went gold, with the young singer
amply displaying her overall charm and ability to win-
ningly present a melody. In the same year she also
released her first Yiddish language album: Hineh Lanu
Nigun (Here we have a song).

The following year was very productive; she released
a total of three albums. A careful examination of this
1968 vintage will demonstrate three main directions in
Alberstein’s career: performing and interpreting songs

from the Yiddish musical heritage (in 1968 she recorded
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an album with actor/singer Mike Burstein); exploring the
possible mixture between her singing and a jazzy musical
environment (her album Mot ha-Parpar [Death of the
butterfly] was arranged by leading jazz musician Albert
Piamenta); and her faith and commitment to the work of
young and advanced Isracli musicians (the next album
Mirdaf [The chase] was produced by Misha Segal [who
later became a prominent Hollywood film composer and
arranger]). Both Hebrew albums went gold and intro-
duced a more sophisticated Alberstein, once again dis-
playing her expressive and interpretive abilities. At this
stage in Alberstein’s career, it was already apparent that
she possessed a unique ability to take a song and make it
her own. In 1969, she released her third Yiddish language
album, Margaritkalach (Daisies).

The 1970s A careful review of Alberstein’s career indi-
cates that the roots of her mature personality can be
traced back to her activities in the early 1970s, during
which her constant quest for means of self expression
took some interesting directions.

Her 1970 gold record Me'shirei Eretz Ahavati (Songs
of my beloved country) included texts that had a strong
personal and even political impact. The strongest of them
was the perceived anti-war statement in “Chess” (with
lyrics by Israel’s most potent poet-satirist Hanoch Levin
and music by Alex Kagan), a somber song describing
pawns in a chess game commonly sacrificed to protect
the king.

In 1971 Alberstein mounted a solo show, accompa-
nied for the first time in her career by a live band. Yaacov
Agmon (an important personality in the Israeli entertain-
ment industry) produced the show, which added a sur-
prising theatrical ability to the already wide talents
Alberstein had previously revealed to the Israeli public.
In this show she addressed issues such as womanhood,
love, and even some self-parody about singers who want
to act and actors who want to be singers. Israel’s best
writers joined forces for this production, which was an
enormous success and established Alberstein as a star of
the Israeli stage.

In 1972 Alberstein changed direction when she
recorded an entire album of the music of upcoming young
composers of the time. The gold record Isha Baavatiah
(A woman in a watermelon) was seemingly addressed
to children and included poems by poet Nurit Zarhi with
music by up-and-coming composers such as Shlomo
Gronich and Matti Caspi. The album set unprecedented
musical standards of melodic complexity, harmonic sophis-
tication and orchestration and was considered ahead of its
time. By doing so, Alberstein once again displayed her
courage and individuality. She also released the children’s
record Hava Ve-Oded B’Eretz ha-Ksamim (Magic land) in
1972.

Alberstein, Chava

The 1973 Arab-Israeli war brought Alberstein once
again to the public eye with her performance of “Lu
Yehi” (Let it be), a simple song of hope composed by
the beloved national poet and composer Naomi Shemer.
Alberstein, like many other artists, took up her civil duty
to entertain both soldiers and the public during wartime.
However, in her post-war platinum album Lu Yehi (Let it
be) she included a few somber songs with an overall
pacifistic spirit. Some of the arrangements for that album
were written by Roman Kunzman, the leader of the
influential jazz band Platina. Once again, Alberstein was
among the early vanguard of singers in placing her theat-
rical and musical talents in a jazz-oriented musical envi-
ronment. Alberstein’s collaboration with Platina resulted
in the 1975 triple-platinum album Kmo Tzemakh Bar
(Like a wild flower), which to this day remains one of her
most popular releases.

The year 1976 brought the release of another children’s
album (Elk, Belik Bom) and 1977’s ha-Laila Hu Shirim
(The night is songs) went gold and featured new arrange-
ments of some of her classic hits. The year 1977 also
marked the release of the Yiddish language Shirei
Am Be’Yidish (Yiddish folk songs) as well as the “Carou-
sel” cycle of albums (Karusella 1, 2 & 3). In 1978 she
recorded Hitbaharut (The skies are clearing) in Iraly,
characterized by impressive lyrical melodies and mellow
pop arrangements by Natale Massara. This album even-
tually went gold.

In 1979, one of her most popular Yiddish albums,
Chava Alberstein Sings Yiddish, was released. She also
recorded yet another children’s disc and during that same
year an album recorded in a live show in Tel Aviv was
matched by an album recorded in London, with arrange-
ments and musical production by Heiman, the man who
had discovered her when she was seventeen. Among the
studio players who participated in the recording was
Brazilian composer-arranger Carlos Miranda.

The 1980s The next step in Alberstein’s career took her
for the first time into the realm of creation. In 1986, her
twenty-eighth album Mehagrim (Immigrants) contained
music set solely to her original lyrics. Prior to this album
Alberstein continued to explore various musical styles and
means of expression. Her second solo show (1980) was
musically arranged and produced by keyboardist and vio-
list Nahum Perfekovitch, a member of the show’s backup
jazz band, her old friends Platina.

She worked with rock musician Misha Segal for her
1982 album Kolor (Voices) and entered into a highly
unusual collaboration with Menachem Wiesenberg, a
respected composer of symphonic and chamber art music.
The same year saw the release of the children’s album Shiru
Shir Im Hhava (Sing a song with Chava), which included a
Hebrew language cover of the ’60s psychedelic Beatles
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Alberstein, Chava

WE REALLY MUST SAY WHAT
WE FEEL

Even though I have lived in Israel nearly my
entire life, I am constantly questioning my place
in the world. Maybe this searching comes from
being an artist, maybe it comes from being a Jew.
I’m not really sure. No matter where I am, even if
i’s in my own country, I feel like a bit of a guest.
People can appreciate this today, because they
move around so much. Every country you go to
in the world is filled with so-called foreigners.

AVIV PRODUCTIONS WEBSITE: HTTP://WWW.AVIV2.COM/CHAVA/

Basically, I believe that artists should criticize
governments whenever they can...we are not
politicians that we need voters to vote for us
and we don’t need to please the crowds. So we
really must say what we feel. ...

“CHAVA ALBERSTEIN, ISRAELI SINGER AND PEACE ACTIVIST,”
NPR (24 APRIL 2002): HTTP://WWW.NPR.ORG/PROGRAMS/
MORNING/FEATURES/2002/APR/ALBERSTEIN/

classic “Yellow Submarine,” followed by 1983’s gold album
Nemal Bait (At home). In 1984, for the second time in her
career, Alberstein choose to work with young composers
such as Yoni Rechter and Shem Tov Levi for the album
Avak Shel Kokhavim (Stardust). Musical production was
given to veteran producer Yaroslav Yaakobovitz.

The year 1986’s Mehagrim (Immigrants) featured
Alberstein as a lyricist for the first time, together with
composer Gideon Kafan (who soon was to leave the
popular music field). The album was produced by guitarist
Yehuda Eder (from the mythological rock band Tapuz)
with the contributing musical talents of some of the
country’s best rock studio players and contained songs
with strong statements about Israel’s social problems.

In between the release of Mehagrim and before 1987’s
ha-Zoreh Be'Mila ha-Zoreh Ba’Shtika (Words and silence,
an album that contained for the first time both her own
lyrics and music), Alberstein recorded yet another Yiddish
album, Od Shirim Be’Yidish (More songs in Yiddish). It is
interesting to speculate why she continued to periodically
work in Yiddish; perhaps because of a sense of duty (a
continuing effort to preserve the pre-World War II Jewish
culture), a need to return to musical roots, or simply a need
to express her love for this musical context.

Ha-Zoreh Be’Mila ha-Zoreh Ba”Shtika marked the
beginning of Alberstein’s career as a creator-performer.
From this point she focused on recording her own mate-

rial. For her next album, the 1989 platinum release Lon-
don (with lyrics and music by Alberstein, produced by
Yaakobovitz), she even added modern texts to two folk
tunes. One of these songs “Khad Gadya” (Lamb), which
addressed the moral issues of Israel’s occupation of the
Palestinian territories, created a national mini-scandal.

In some ways this reflected the end of an era: On a
national level, Alberstein had become a controversial
artist. She had begun to feel strong opposition from the
far right-wing political bloc and was publicly booed dur-
ing the traditional torch lighting ceremony for 1987’s
Independence Day celebrations.

The 1990s and International Expansion At this point,
Alberstein began to seriously consider expanding her
international career. In addition to the release of the
controversial ha-Zoreh Be'Mila ha-Zoreh Ba’Shtika in
1987, Alberstein closed out the decade with 1989’s Chava
Zingt Yiddish (Chava sings Yiddish). By 1990 the first
retrospective collection of her songs, Me Shirei Eretz Aba-
vati (Songs from my beloved country) was released, and
the year after that she began to work periodically with
producer Oved Efrat.

Abava Mealteret (Improvised love), an album released
in 1991 that went gold, had most of the songs written by
Alberstein, and was characterized by a world music sound
and featured instruments like accordion, bouzouki and
ethnic drumming. In 1992 her first compact-disc collection
was released and during the same year she produced an
English-language album, The Man I Love (including a
version of the Beatles’ “Eleanor Rigby,” among others).

In 1994 she composed the soundtrack for the feature
film Groupie, directed by her husband, Nadav Levatan, and
re-released it as Margaritkalach (Daisies). In 1995 she wrote
the lyrics and music for most of the songs in Derekh Akbat
(My own way), which was produced by Ilan Wurtzberg.
This rock-flavored album included a protest song named
“Gitara Khadisha” (New guitar). Her next album, 1996
Yonat ha-Ahava (The Dove of love) was once again pro-
duced by Efrat and included Alberstein’s original music set
to texts by major Israeli poets such as Esther Rub and David
Avidan. The year 1997 was relatively quiet by Alberstein’s
standards, with the release of one retrospective album
Adaber Itkha (1 will talk to you).

The year 1998 marked an international breakthrough
for Alberstein; The Well, a joint record with the highly
regarded avant-garde klezmer group 7he Klezmatics for the
Xenophile label, gained her world-wide recognition.
Strangely enough, this album was never distributed in
Israel. A CD box set of sixty songs (Chava Alberstein,
The Collection) was issued in the same year and went gold.
The 1999 album Tekhef Ashuv (Be right back) contained
strong protest songs such “The Magician” (which mocked
then prime minister Benjamin Netanyahu), the anti-reli-
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gious coercion title “Shalom Rav” (Blessed be), and
“Rebecca” (protesting the way that Israel treats its foreign
workers). This album was produced by long-time collab-
orator Efrat and featured top ethnic hand drummer Zohar
Fresco. The end of this decade was capped by the release
of a box set collection of Yiddish songs called Chava
Alberstein, Yiddish Songs.

2000 and Beyond In 2003 she composed and recorded the
single “ha-Tzel” (The shadow), a protest song (set to lyrics
by her husband) dealing with the plight of foreign workers
that serve the elites of the first world, and soon after released
“Tehilim Ktanim” (Little psalms), a song which related the
story of a born-again Jew. In the same year, the album End
of the Holiday (with lyrics by Liviatan and music by Alber-
stein) was released and sold an impressive (by Israeli stand-
ards) 14,000 copies in the first two months of sales, together
with the release of another CD box set collection, 7he First
Years. The year 2005 saw the release of Kokus (Coconut)
and the Yiddish language Lemele (Lamb).

THE WORLD’S PERSPECTIVE

Chava Alberstein is a veritable institution in her native
Israel. But her career and stature have not been without
controversy. In a controversial interview for Israel TV,
Alberstein declared that she currently is not ready to
perform for Israeli audiences, because of the lack of
artistic tolerance and the deterioration of the popular
music scene. She also has been criticized in Israel for
her political views on the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.
Her version of the Passover song “Khad Gadya” from
the late 1980s, decrying the government’s harsh repres-
sion of the Palestinian intifada, was banned from Israeli
state radio. A boycott was mounted against her when she
was chosen to light the flame at the 1990 Israeli Inde-
pendence Day celebrations. Despite all this Alberstein
remains a popular cultural icon in her native country,
continuing to produce an impressive amount of works
that reflect her trademark intensity and personal voice.
Internationally, Alberstein also is well known and
acclaimed. In 2001, a Czech-language film included two
songs sung by Alberstein in its soundtrack and was nom-
inated for an American Academy Award for Best Foreign
Movie. In the same year, the album Foreign Lesters (pro-
duced by Canadian-American multi-instrumentalist and
composer Ben Mink for the label Rounder Records) was
released internationally, with impressive sales in Korea.

LEGACY

Chava Alberstein already is a legendary icon within Israel.
She will be remembered for her music, her attempts to keep
Yiddish culture alive, and her passionate insistence on using
her fame as a platform for speaking out on political issues.

Al Bu Sa‘id, Badr bin Hamad bin Hamood
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Oded Zehavi

AL BU SA‘ID, BADR BIN

HAMAD BIN HAMOOD
(1960-)

Badr bin Hamad bin Hamood Al Bu Sa‘id is undersecre-
tary of foreign affairs of the Sultanate of Oman. One of
the leading diplomats of the Middle East and a negotiator
of many important international trade and political agree-
ments, he has played a central role in formulating and
implementing Omani foreign policy since the early 1990s.

PERSONAL HISTORY

Badr bin Hamad bin Hamood Al Bu Sa‘id was born in
1960 in Muscat, capital of Oman, and spent most of his
early years in Salalah in the Dhofar province of southern
Oman. He takes the title Sayyid as is customary among
members of the ruling Al Bu Sa‘id family. During the
1960s the then-sultan Sa‘id bin Taymur lived almost
exclusively in Salalah, where Sayyid Badr’s father Sayyid
Hamad bin Hamood worked as his private secretary.
Badr is among the last generation of Omanis to have a
clear recollection of the time before the modernization of
Oman, a time when it was common to sleep on rooftops
for the benefit of the cool night air (years later, staying in
modern Western hotels, Badr found himself seeking his
rest on the floor, the beds being just too soft for a good
sleep). It was a time when education was often gleaned
from the Qur'an and the BBC Arabic Service. Badr
would see his father set off regularly for the desert or
mountains to settle tribal disputes. During these years the
family lived in the Salalah Palace compound, where some
of the children benefited from the help of their neighbor,
the future Sultan QABOOS AL BU sA‘ID, with their English.

As a boy of ten Badr was an eyewitness to the events
of 23 July 1970 in Salalah which led to Sayyid Qaboos
taking over as Sultan from his father Sa‘id. Shortly after-
ward Hamad moved his family to Muscat, to make
himself available to assist the new Sultan in the develop-
ment of a modern administration. Hamad was appointed
minister of diwan (court) affairs, a position of great
importance which managed relations between the palace
and the government, which he held dll 1986, when he
became Qaboos’ personal adviser until his death in 2002.
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Al Bu Sa‘id, Badr bin Hamad bin Hamood

BIOGRAPHICAL HIGHLIGHTS

Name: Badr bin Hamad bin Hamood Al Bu Sa‘id
(AlbuSa‘id)

Birth: 1960, Muscat, Oman

Family: Former wife, Nura (divorced 1993); one

son, Nasr; three daughters, Aseelah, Salsabeel,
and Mazan

Nationality: Omani

Education: Sa‘ideyya schools, Muscat and
Salalah; private tutors, U.K.; M.Lit., St.
Catherine’s College, Oxford, 1988

PERSONAL CHRONOLOGY:

* 1989: Appointed first secretary, Ministry of
Foreign Affairs; established Office for Political
Analysis

* 1990: Promoted to counselor

* 1996: Promoted to ambassador

* 1997: Appointed head, Minister’s Office

Department

* 2000: Promoted to undersecretary

Badr left Oman in the summer of 1977, at the age of
seventeen, to pursue his education in the United King-
dom. He first spent several months in North Wales with a
private tutor. Badr’s experience in North Wales was cold
and lonely, and it was with some relief that he relocated to
London during the spring of 1978. Then, working with a
team of tutors, he managed over a period of three years to
earn sufficiently high marks on the British secondary
school examinations to win a place at St. Catherine’s
College, Oxford, where he read politics, philosophy, and
economics. He was fortunate to have as his tutor Wilfrid
Knapp, a renowned teacher of political science, who over
the years had many leaders of the future among his pupils,
among them Peter Mandelson (guru of the early years of
the Blair government in Britain) and Benazir Bhutto
(erstwhile prime minister of Pakistan).

While studying in the United Kingdom, Badr took a
keen interest in the well-being of his fellow Omani
students. In 1983, he and his younger brother, Khalid,
organized a concert in London, providing an opportunity
for several hundred Omani students to celebrate their
national day together and to send greetings home via
Oman TV, which covered the event.

On his return to Oman, and following the death of
his elder brother, Sami, in 1988, Badr took over as
chairman of the family business, SABCO (Sami and
Brothers Company), a diverse holding company. He
remained in this position until 2000, when pressure of
official work and concern to observe fully a separation
between public responsibilities and private interest led
him to resign all his private appointments. In 1988 Badr
returned to Muscat and started work as a diplomat in the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, where he has been ever since.

INFLUENCES AND CONTRIBUTIONS

Since the early 1990s Badr has played a central role in the
implementation of Omani foreign policy, acting as chief of
staff for the minister, as well as directing ministry opera-
tions on his behalf. In one of his first tasks at the Ministry,
he established an Office of Political Analysis to provide the
ministry with a systematic process of policy assessment and
analysis of international and regional issues.

Badr has represented Oman in many regional and
international meetings at the Gulf Cooperation Council
(GCCQ), at the Arab League, in the United States, in the
multilateral phase of the Middle East peace process, at
the United Nations, at the Non-Aligned Movement, at
the Organization of the Islamic Conference (OIC), and
in many other multilateral and bilateral forums. He led
the initial negotiation with the United States concerning
labor law issues which began in 1993 which subsequently
developed into an initiative resulting in Omani member-
ship in the World Trade Organization in 2000, and to a
U.S.-Omani Free Trade Agreement in 2006.

During the active phase of the Middle East peace
process, from the Madrid Conference in 1991 to death
of Israeli prime minister Yitzhak Rabin in 1995, Badr
helped shape Oman’s responses. The first official talks
between Oman and Israel took place in 1995 in Wash-
ington with Badr and Yossi Beilin (then Israel’s deputy
foreign minister) representing their respective govern-
ments. He also played an active role in the Water Working
Group of the multilateral phase, which led to the establish-
ment of the Middle East Desalination Research Center in
Oman, an institution conceived in the context of the peace
process, and currently serves as Oman’s representative and
the chairman of the Executive Council of the Center.

For many years the GCC and the European Union
have had a persistent although relatively fruidess trade
dialogue. Badr has been closely involved in this, in
particular when the GCC chair has been with Oman.
He has also worked closely with the United Kingdom,
and took a leading role in developing Oman’s bilateral
relations with the Netherlands (home to Shell Oil, Oman’s
partner in Petroleum Development Oman, the dominant
player in Oman’s energy industry). He also chairs the
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Al Bu Sa‘id, Badr bin Hamad bin Hamood

WE DO WANT TO BE MODERN

Globalization also puts into question the relation-
ship between periphery and core ... it seems to me
very clear that the fluidity and multplicity that
characterizes contemporary economic relations is
going to break down any stable sense of core and
periphery ... . there is a sense in which smaller nations
like ours may have been living an early version of
this reality slightly longer than some of the larger
nations, and that as a result the kinds of diplomacy
and foreign policies we have been developing for
some time will increasingly be taken up by others.

We are not imposing modern things and modern
ideas and hoping that they will somehow perform a
kind of magic that will make us modern just like the
industrial West is modern. We are adapting and
transforming our own social and cultural inheri-
tance, blending in whatever ideas and practices will
enhance the process. We do want to be modern. We
are modern. But we're doing it our way.

One aspect of [globalization] that is sometimes
unjustly overlooked, or paid insufficient attention, is

the development of cosmopolitan cides. One is
inclined, on hearing the term, to think of places such
as New York, London or Paris as the great cosmopol-
itan centres. And indeed, they were, and still are,
among the great cosmopolitan cities of the modern
world: of the late nineteenth and twentieth century.
But there are others now, in the 21* century, other
cities whose cosmopolitan character is not the result of
a great imperial past or present, but perhaps a rather
more modest outcome of trade and commerce. Dubai
today is just one example of the cosmopolitan city in
the age of globalisation. If we think back before the
modern period, one might think perhaps of Venice,
another cosmopolis based on an unusual commitment
to free trade. One might, on a much more modest
scale, think also of the network of cities from Kilwa,
via Muscat to Gwadar in the eighteenth century, and
then, in the light of this historical insight, look again
at Muscat, its history and its future potential.

BADR BIN HAMAD ALBUSA‘ID. “THOUGHTS ON WRITING OMANI HIS-
TORY.” LECTURE AT THE OMANI HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION, MUS-
CAT, 23 FEBRUARY 2004.

Omani side of joint bilateral committees and political
consultations with countries such as Germany and Russia.

Badr’'s work has not only been concerned with
Oman’s relationship with the West and with Middle East
peace. He has made three important official visits to China
(currently Oman’s principal trade partner), interacting at
the ministerial and vice-ministerial level. In addition, he
chairs standing strategic working groups for bilateral coop-
eration with India. He also oversees bilateral political
consultations with a number of other countries including
Pakistan, Singapore, Brunei, and Japan.

Beyond the realm of foreign relations, Badr has
lectured in Oman and internationally on topics such as
cultural dialogue, modernization and development, and
the writing of Omani history. He is an articulate and
prolific exponent of the nuanced political philosophy of
Sultan Qaboos.

THE WORLD’S PERSPECTIVE

The diplomatic community in Muscat, and indeed in Wash-
ington and other places, where he is less well known, con-
sistently appreciate Badr as someone easy to work with:
quick on the uptake, and unafraid to make decisions. Inter-
acting with a diverse range of colleagues and visitors, from
the most hardline neoconservative American to the Islamist
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mainstream, Badr makes his interlocutors feel they have been
understood, like the professional diplomat that he is.

The issue of Middle East peace arouses very strong
emotions, and Badr’s firm and consistent promotion of
Oman’s longstanding moderate policy, which has been
clearly visible from its support for the first Camp David
agreement in 1979 onward, has won him many friends
throughout the world.

LEGACY

With many years of work ahead of him, it is perhaps
premature to consider Badr’s legacy. However, he has clearly
made an important contribution to dialogue between Islam
and the West, and in particular has improved understanding
of Oman’s balanced policies in the United States. He has also
been an effective modernizer of government administration.
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Al Bu Sa‘id, Qaboos

AL BU SA‘ID, QABOOS
(1940-)

Omani political figure Qaboos (also Qabus) bin Sa‘id Al
Bu Said is, from 1970 on, the sultan of Oman. Qaboos is
credited with the Omani Renaissance: the political, eco-
nomic, and cultural rebirth of the country in the late
twentieth century following the long period of political
repression, instability and economic depression under his
father, Sultan Sa‘id bin Taymur Al Bu Sa‘id (1932-
1970).

PERSONAL HISTORY

Qaboos was born in Salalah in Oman’s southern province
of Dhofar on 18 November 1940, the only son of Sultan
Sa‘id bin Taymur (d. 1972) and Taymur’s second wife
Mayzun bint Ahmad al-Ma’ashani (d. late 1990s), a Qara
woman of the Bayt Ma’ashani clan of Dhofar. Qaboos’
early life was spent in the royal compound in Salalah,
where he received private tutoring. In 1958 he went to
England for further private schooling before entering the
Royal Military Academy at Sandhurst in September 1960.
Upon graduating from Sandhurst in August 1962,
Qaboos served a one-year tour of duty with the British
army in Germany. His education was completed with a
private course in local government in England and then a
world tour before returning to Oman in late 1964.
Upon his return to Salalah, Qaboos remained isolated
from government affairs, except for occasional briefings
by Sa‘id’s mostly foreign personal advisors, and devoted
his time to the study of Islamic law and Omani history.
Personal relationships were limited to carefully selected

Qaboos Al Bu Sa‘id. AP IMAGES.

BIOGRAPHICAL HIGHLIGHTS

L
Name: Qaboos bin Sa‘id Al Bu Sa‘id
Birth: 1940, Salalah, Oman
Nationality: Omani

Family: Divorced. Former wife: Kamila (formerly
Nawwal) bint Tariq Al- Sa‘id (m. 1976); no
children

Education: Oman private tutors; England private
tutors, 1958-1960; Royal Military Academy,
Sandhurst, September 1960-August 1962.

PERSONAL CHRONOLOGY:
* 1970-present: Sultan of Oman

* 1971: Becomes prime minister and minister of
defense, finance, and foreign affairs

* 1975: Proclaims victory in Dhofar

¢ 1981: Forms State Consultative Council; Oman
named a founding member of the Arabian Gulf
Cooperation Council

* 1994: Arrests Islamic fundamentalists in plot
against Omani government

* 1995: Survives automobile accident in which
Minister of State for Foreign Affairs Qays bin Abd
al-Mun‘im al-Zawawi dies

* 1996: Proclaims Basic Statute of the State

* 2002: Extends voting rights to all Omanis over
the age of twenty-one

* 2005: Arrests Islamic opposition plotting

overthrow of government

palace officials, and efforts by Sultan Sa‘id’s advisors to
include Qaboos in the affairs of state were rebuffed.
Qaboos did use his limited contacts to express his dis-
pleasure with Oman’s political and economic conditions.

On 23 July 1970 Qaboos succeeded his father fol-
lowing a nearly bloodless palace coup. The action was
coordinated by Sultan Sa‘id’s British military advisors.
The actual coup was lead by Burayk bin Hamud al-
Ghafiri, the son of Sultan Sa‘id’s governor of Dhofar,
who led a group of the sultan’s bodyguards to the palace.
After a brief struggle, Sultan Sa‘id surrendered, signed an
abdication document, received medical attention for a
superficial gunshot wound, and then was flown off into
exile in England. Once Qaboos secured his position in
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Salala, he flew to Muscat—seeing the sultanate’s capital
city for the first time—to announce the New Oman.

Qaboos became sultan of a country in disarray. An
insurgency dating from the mid-1960s raged throughout
Dhofar, with Marxist-inspired rebels, who received mate-
rial support from South Yemen, in control of most of the
province except for Salala. Political dissatisfaction also
threatened to erupt in northern Oman where some sup-
ported reestablishment of a traditional Ibadi imamate
such as had ruled much of interior Oman until its defeat
by Sultan Sa‘id and his British allies in 1957. Much of
the opposition, whether in Dhofar or northern Oman,
was a result of the slow pace of economic development.
Oil was discovered in 1964 and exports began in 1967.
Sultan Sa‘id had prepared a development plan, but much
of the oil income went to suppressing the rebels in
Dhofar, and the sultan was reluctant to commit to eco-
nomic and social programs in any event.

The first decade of the new sultan was devoted to
consolidation of his authority by defeating the insurgents
in Dhofar through reorganization and modernization of
the military and establishing a strong institutional basis
for his government. At the same time, the social causes of
political dissatisfaction required attention, and Qaboos
began implementing his father’s development plan for a
modern port, airport, road system, educational and health
facilities, and added to the plan with housing and a
communication infrastructure. By the middle of the
1970s, Oman had been transformed from an unstable,
backward country to one well on the path to becoming a
modern state.

Once his position was consolidated, Qaboos began
devoting more attention to larger political and develop-
ment issues. First and foremost was the question of
succession. On 22 March 1976, Sultan Qaboos married
his cousin Nawwal (later Kamila) bint Tariq Al Sa‘id.
Unfortunately, the marriage ended in divorce with no
heir to the throne. In other areas, Qaboos was more
successful. Economic development had been disorgan-
ized, not surprising given the need to build a new country
from the ground up. By 1976, in the wake of a financial
crisis and a World Bank study of the Omani economy,
Qaboos placed economic development on a more orderly
footing by approving the first comprehensive five-year
plan. Political change came much more slowly. Qaboos
remained one of the world’s few absolute rulers where the
ruler was isolated from his subjects. Oman had no tradi-
tion of the majlis (a gathering for discussion) that is so
much a part of traditional leadership in the Arabian
Peninsula. However, in 1975 he launched “Meet the
People” tours in which he and the full complement of
his ministers and other government officials took up
residence in some part of the country to hear and deal
with local complaints. Then in October 1981 a royal
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decree created the State Consultative Council, the sulta-
nate’s first representative consultative body. Political
reform culminated with the proclamation of the Basic
Statute of the State, a constitution-like document, in
November 1996.

Although Qaboos’ political reforms and economic
development programs resulted in tremendous popular-
ity, his regime has experienced some opposition. Early
plots against the government in 1972 and 1974 were
remnants of opposition to Sultan Sa‘id. However, in
May and June 1994, the government discovered a plot
to overthrow Qaboos by Islamic militants that was
quickly suppressed. A second plot, this one inspired by
a group seeking to reestablish the Ibadi imamate, was
uncovered in February 2004. Sedition trials followed in
both cases, but Qaboos eventually pardoned all of those
found guilty. The only other matter to threaten Qaboos’
reign was a September 1995 traffic accident in which a
car he was driving, which had been stopped along the
highway, was struck from behind by another vehicle.
Although a passenger in his car, Minister of State for
Foreign Affairs Qays bin Abd al-Mun‘im al-Zawawi,

died, Qaboos and two other passengers survived.

INFLUENCES AND CONTRIBUTIONS

Qaboos’ policies and personal style are very much a result
of four factors: his military background; his appreciation
of Omani history and culture and desire to Omanize the
sultanate; his desire to balance the tradition of royal
sovereignty with the demands of popular participation
in government; and his love for the environment.

His first priority upon becoming sultan was to defeat
the insurgency in Dhofar. Most of his focus was on the
military aspect of the conflict, and Qaboos’ interest in
military affairs is something that he acknowledged as late
as 1995 when he told an interviewer, “I am a military
man.” This began with reorganization and supply of all
branches of the sultan’s Armed Forces, including a much
larger and more centralized Dhofar Brigade. Qaboos
made two important changes in the Brigade. First, recruit-
ment expanded rapidly, in part to reduce the historic
dependency on foreign, mostly ethnic Baluchi, mercena-
ries. Second, Qaboos authorized creation of the firgas,
paramilitary units comprised entirely of Dhofaris who
had surrendered to the government. Sultan Sa‘id had
rejected such a notion, but Qaboos embraced it as an
important way to win the hearts and minds of the Dhofari
people. Furthermore, the sultan internationalized the war,
despite opposition from his Arab neighbors. British
involvement in the Omani armed forces, already consid-
erable, increased with the inclusion of a Special Air Service
(SAS) unit. As the war progressed, a 4,000-man Iranian
force and Jordanian special forces joined the British
troops. The greatly expanded, modernized, and interna-
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tionalized force began a series of campaigns that succeeded
in establishing a government presence throughout Dhofar
on a permanent basis. On 11 December 1975, Sultan
Qaboos announced victory.

Although victory in the Dhofar War eliminated the
greatest threat to Omani security, defense remained a
primary focus of Sultan Qaboos. Military expenditures
expanded greatly during the 1970s and 1980s as all units
in the sultan’s armed forces and royal Oman police
obtained modern equipment and a full educational and
social services infrastructure. Defense expenditures con-
tinue to consume a large percentage of the Omani budget,
and Qaboos’ association with the military is constantly
reinforced in his public appearances at military events and
his wearing of military uniforms.

The victory in Dhofar did not arise completely from
military action, a fact that highlights the importance of
Qaboos’ appreciation of Omani history and culture as
well as his desire to Omanize the sultanate. In addition to
military reform, Qaboos incorporated a so-called “hearts
and minds” campaign to gain the support of the Dhofari
population. This campaign began in August 1970 when
Qaboos issued a general amnesty to any rebel who sur-
rendered to the government. Qaboos then appointed the
Dhofar Development Council with a Civil Aid Depart-
ment and Civilian Action Teams that drilled wells and
built schools, medical and veterinary clinics, mosques,
and shops in newly liberated villages. Such actions greatly
reduced support for the insurgency.

Even Qaboos™ military focus demonstrates his com-
mitment to Omanization. At the end of the Dhofar War,
the officer corps was almost exclusively British. By the
end of 1977, Omani officers commanded all infantry
units. The first Omani commander of the army was
appointed in 1984 and Omanization became complete
in 1990 when both the air force and navy came under
Omani command.

On the broader national scale, Qaboos has also
sought to insure that economic and social change does
not come at the expense of Omani traditions and identity.
Government policies have focused on a free-market, /ais-
sez faire model of development. The rapid expansion of all
sectors of the economy resulted in an influx of foreign
labor at all levels from construction workers to managers.
However, as the population has grown, education pro-
grams that emphasize the creation of a highly skilled
workforce sought to replace expatriate labor with Omani.
Qaboos also encouraged the adoption of specific Omani-
zation programs that restricted the hiring of foreign
workers.

Qaboos also encouraged the development of cultural
and religious institutions. Among the first ministries to
be established was National Heritage, which was charged
with developing a national cultural museum and archive,

publishing historical and religious texts, preserving his-
toric buildings, and promoting national handicrafts.
Qaboos also began funding the construction of mosques
and various religious institutes throughout the country.

The Sultan Qaboos Grand Mosque in the Capital Area is

one of the largest in the world.

Political development also incorporates Qaboos
understanding of Omani tradition, especially as it relates
to royal sovereignty. The inidal phases of political modern-
ization coincided with the Dhofar War. The new sultan
had inherited only the basic rudiments of a modern state in
July 1970. Sultan Sa‘id’s highly personal and centralized
rule meant few exercised any real authority. Immediately
after the coup, the British advisors, mostly holdovers from
Sultan Sa‘id’s regime but supporters of Qaboos, created an
Interim Advisory Board to oversee the transition. The
board’s first act was to invite Qaboos’ uncle, Sayyid
(Prince) Tariq bin Taymur, to return from exile in Ger-
many to become the prime minister of the new govern-
ment. Qaboos was probably not consulted in this matter. A
consequence was that the new sultan and his uncle set up
competing cabinets, Sayyid Tariq appointing a government
of technocrats and opponents to Sultan Sa‘id. Qaboos drew
on a more traditional group drawn from close associates to
the old regime. The system did not work, and in December
1971 Tariq resigned. The new cabinet, with Qaboos as
prime, defense, foreign, and finance ministers, combined
both Qaboos’ and Tariq’s officials and remained in place
until conclusion of the Dhofar War. Then in 1974 Qaboos
introduced major changes to the cabinet when members of
the Omani commercial establishment, most with strong
historical ties to the Al Bu Sa‘id regime, were brought into
the government. This served to consolidate Qaboos’ hold
on government and maintained the tradition of centralized
authority under the sultan.

However, Qaboos remained cognizant of the politi-
cal tradition of shura, or consultation, a central principle
of Oman’s Ibadi school of Islam. The shura tradition was
institutionalized in 1981 with the creation of the State
Consultative Council (SCC). The SCC combined gov-
ernment officials, business community, and popular rep-
resentation, all appointed by the sultan, to discuss, not
legislate, social and economic matters. This body evolved
further in November 1990 when Qaboos announced its
replacement by the Majlis al-Shura. A significant change
with the new body was that representation came exclu-
sively from the general population. The selection process
at first involved local nominations and royal appoint-
ment but has evolved into direct election by universal
adult suffrage. As of 2007, two women have won election
to the Majlis. Although still limited to social and eco-
nomic issues, the Majlis reviews all proposed legislation
and can, itself, propose laws.
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Political development progressed further when in
November 1996 Qaboos announced promulgation of the
Basic Statue of the State, Oman’s first constitution-like
document. Although the Basic Statute confirms the sover-
eignty of the sultan, the document does establish guaran-
tees for personal rights and freedoms, along with dutes,
and expands the representative nature of government with
the establishment of the Oman Council, a bicameral con-
sultative body comprised of the existing Majlis and a new,
fully appointed upper house called the Council of State.
Many of the general provisions of the Basic Statute have
been implemented, most notably judicial reform, which
established a much more independent judiciary, and legis-
lation expanding personal freedoms, such as the legaliza-
tion of labor unions in 2006.

An important matter addressed by the Basic Statute
was the question of succession. Qaboos has no children
and has not designated an heir, preferring to allow the
royal family to deliberate and consult on the future
sultan. The Basic Statute spells out the specific proce-
dures to be followed in this process.

Finally, while military affairs and political matters
have attracted much of Qaboos’ attention, his interest in
the natural environment has resulted in Oman being
recognized as one of the rare developing countries in
which conservation and anti-pollution policies has been
put in place during development, rather than after the fact.
As the war in Dhofar was winding down in 1974, Qaboos
promulgated Oman’s first environmental law and created
an office for conservation of the environment. The govern-
ment then commissioned flora and fauna surveys, and the
first nature reserves—in Jabal al-Akhdar and the coastal
wetlands at Qurum—were established in 1979.

The major conservation effort was the reintroduction
of the Arabian oryx. The oryx was hunted to extinction in
its natural habitat in 1972. The Omani government, in
partnership with the World Wildlife Fund, the Interna-
tional Union for the Conservation of Nature TUCN), and
American zoos, reintroduced a herd of oryx to the Jiddat
al-Harasis region of central Oman. In addition to the
nature preserves and the oryx project, Qaboos has encour-
aged attention to the marine environment. Governmental
programs have focused on sea turtles in the Ra’s al-Had
nesting area and have focused on coral reef preservation.

These efforts have resulted in considerable interna-
tional recognition. Sultan Qaboos received the United
Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organiza-
tion (UNESCO) award for conservation in 1989, and
was invited to deliver the keynote address at the 1992
Earth Summit. The IUCN elected Oman to its govern-
ing council in 1994 and then awarded Qaboos its Philips
Memorial Medal in recognition of his environmental
activism in 1996. The oryx reclamation project received

United Nations World Heritage Site status in 1994.
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THE WORLD’S PERSPECTIVE

Qaboos’ international reputation as a moderate Arab and
Islamic leader is well established. His political and cul-
tural reforms have balanced Western secular views of
democracy and personal freedoms with Oman’s Muslim
religious traditions. More importantly to the interna-
tional community, Qaboos adopted an independent for-
eign policy based principally on Omani political and
economic interests, rather than on ideological concerns.

For example, despite the objections of conservative
Arab neighbors and the U.S. as well as his personal
opposition to communism, Qaboos established diplo-
matic relations with the Soviet Union and the People’s
Republic of China in the 1970s. However, Qaboos also
refused to side with the Arab League boycott of Egypt
following President Anwar Sadat’s peace treaty with Israel
in 1977. Then in 1980, Qaboos, concerned with the
regional destabilization caused by the Soviet invasion of
Afghanistan, signed agreements with the United States
granting American access to military facilities in Oman,
again with strong opposition from his Arab neighbors.
This access proved to be important in the 1991 Gulf War
and the 2003 American invasion of Iraq, and Omani
access agreements became a model for similar agreements
signed by Qaboos’ previously reluctant neighbors.

Qaboos has also maintained strong regional relations.
As one of the founders of the Arabian Gulf Cooperation
Council, Qaboos advocated the need for mutual defense
over economic reform and proposed a joint defense force.
Although his partners rejected Qaboos’ view, Oman con-
tinued to work closely with its neighbors toward economic
integration and concluded treaties over long-contested
borders. At the same time, Qaboos maintained good
relations with Iran, first under Shah Mohammad Reza
Pahlevi, who provided military assistance during the
Dhofar War, and then after 1978 with the Islamic Repub-
lic, emphasizing the shared responsibility of Iran and
Oman for the Straits of Hormuz, the strategic waterway
linking the Persian Gulf and its oil facilities with the wider
world. Oman has also played a leading role in the found-
ing of the Indian Ocean Rim Association for Regional
Cooperation.

LEGACY

Sultan Qaboos will always be remembered as the founder
of modern Oman. Although recent scholarship on Oman
questioning the extent to which Qaboos deserves absolute
credit for the renaissance and some criticism about gov-
ernment corruption and the isolation of the sultan has
replaced the universal adulation of the 1970s and 1980s,
there is no denying that Oman has undergone a political
and economic transformation under his rule.
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In addition to his domestic legacy, through his char-
itable giving Qaboos has also established an international
legacy. Every two years since 1991, UNESCO awards a
new winner the Sultan Qaboos Prize for Environmental
Preservation in recognition of Qaboos’ personal commit-
ment to environmental issues. Qaboos has also endowed
chairs in Arabic and Arab studies at American, British,
and Australian universities, in addition to funding other
causes internationally.

BIBLIOGRAPHY

Allen, Calvin H., Jr. and W. Lynn Rigsbee, II. Oman under
Qaboos: From Coup ro Constitution, 1970-1996. London:
Frank Cass, 2000.

Kechichian, Joseph A. Oman and the World: The Emergence of
and Independent Foreign Policy. Santa Monica, California:
Rand Corporation, 1995.

Owtram, Francis. A Modern History of Oman: Formation of the
State Since 1920. London: 1. BIN Taurus, 2004.

Peterson, J. E. Oman Since 1970: Tradition Transformed.
London: I.BIN Taurus, 2007.

Riphenburg, Carol J. Oman: Political Development in a Changing
World. London: Praeger, 1998.

Calvin Allen

AL KHALIFA, HAMAD BIN ISA
(1950-)

Shaykh Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa became the emir of the
state in Bahrain following the death of his father Isa bin
Salman on 9 March 1999, and the supreme commander
of Bahrain Defense Force. In addition, Hamad holds the
titles of field marshal, Royal Bahrain Army; admiral of
the fleet, Royal Bahrain Navy; and marshal of the Royal
Bahrain Air Force. On 14 February 2002, Hamad pro-
claimed a new constitution and pronounced himself king
of the kingdom of Bahrain. He is also the author of First
Light: Modern Babrain and its Heritage (1994).

PERSONAL HISTORY
Al Khalifa was born on 28 January 1950 in Rifa‘a, the

royal family’s exclusive town, fifteen miles outside Man-
ama, the capital of Bahrain. Hamad was the eldest son of
Shaykh Isa, the late emir of Bahrain, and Shaykha Hessa.
He was appointed crown prince on 27 June 1964. He
studied at the Manama Secondary School in Bahrain for
two years before he was sent to the United Kingdom to
study for a year at the Leys School, a private school in
Cambridge. In September 1967, Hamad joined the British
Mons Officer Cadet School at Aldershot for a six-months
military training course. While receiving his military train-
ing, Hamad was also involved in his father’s plan to build

Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa. AP IMAGES.

the Bahrain Defense Force (BDF), founded in August
1968. Hamad joined the BDF and became its commander
in chief from January 1970 to March 1999. In 1971,
Hamad traveled to the United States for year-long military
training at the U.S. Army Command and General Staff
College, Fort Leavenworth, Kansas.

For most of the following three decades, Hamad’s
public roles were largely ceremonial. Following the inde-
pendence of Bahrain in 1971, Hamad was appointed
minister of defense, a position he combined with being
the commander in chief of the BDF. Following the
eruption of the 1973 Arab-Isracli War, Hamad began
mobilizing the newly constituted BDF to join the Egyp-
tian side. Although a ceasefire agreement was reached
before actual deployment of Bahraini troops to the war
theatre, the exercise remains a source of pride for Hamad
because it displayed Bahraini troops’ “readiness to join
the war and heroism displayed by Arab troops helped to
heal the wounds of the disaster of June 1967” (Al Kha-
lifa, 1994, p. 82).

In 1974, Hamad was appointed deputy to the chair-
man of the Al Khalifa Family Council (AFC). In the

same year he became president of the Supreme Council
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BIOGRAPHICAL HIGHLIGHTS

Name: Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa (Hamad bin Isa,
Bu Salman, and Abu Salman)

Birth: 1950, Rifa‘a, Bahrain

Family: Wife, Sabeeka; Seven sons, Salman,
Abdullah, Khalifa, Nasser, Khalid, Faisal, and
Sultan; Four daughters, Najla, Hessa, Nura,

and Munira

Nationality: Bahraini

Education: Manama Secondary School, Bahrain;
Leys School, Cambridge, U.K., secondary
school; British Mons Officer Cadet School,
Aldershot, UK., 1967, six-month training
course; U.S. Army Command and General
Staff College, Fort Leavenworth, KS, U.S.,

1971, one-year military training
PERSONAL CHRONOLOGY:
* 1964: Becomes Crown Prince

* 1970-1999: Serves as Commander in Chief of
Bahrain Defense Force

* 1999-2002: Emir of Bahrain
* 2002-present: King of Bahrain

of Youth and Sports. He has personally taken the initia-
tive to found several institutions, including the Emiri
Stables in June 1977, the Historical Documents Centre
in 1978, and the Bahrain Center for Studies and Research
in 1981. Hamad continued to allocate considerable time
and energy developing these institutions and pursuing
other personal interests including falconry, horse riding,
and golf. In 1978 he became a certified helicopter pilot
and was appointed as the first commander of the Bahrain
Emiri Air Force.

Notwithstanding his formal positions as the crown
prince, minister of defense, and commander in chief of
the BDF, Hamad was not offered a realistic possibility to
improve his potential or practice in the running of day-
to-day political and financial affairs of the state. This can
only be partly explained by his preoccupation with rec-
reational interests and hobbies. Other explanations relate
to balance of power within the ruling family. Since gain-
ing independence, Bahrain’s politics were the reserve of
the emir, Isa bin Salman, and his powerful brother,
Khalifa, Bahrain’s prime minister since 1971. Between
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them, no additional space was left for the young Hamad.
He was not included in the customary consultations
before or after the two brothers made major political
decisions. The role of the BDF was also ceremonial.
Despite the unsuccessful attempt to carve a military role
for the BDF in the 1973 War, its political significance
was limited to being a recruiting ground for young males
from Al Khalifa and its tribal allies. This was not seri-
ously affected by BDF’s actual participation in the 1991
Gulf War to evict Iraqi forces from Kuwait in 1991.
Further, the better-equipped police and internal security
forces that remain under the strict control of the prime
minister outnumber the BDF. It was these forces that
carried the burden of defending the regime since 1975
when it imposed a state of emergency following the
dissolution of parliament and suspension of the 1973
constitution.

Following the death of his father on 6 March 1999,
Hamad became the emir of Bahrain. He inherited a
country in deep political crises as a result of decades of
periodic unrest and systematic violations of human
rights that culminated in regular street confrontations
between protesters and government forces since Decem-
ber 1994. Those confrontations have, at times, been
violent, and led to some twenty fatalities. The main
issue of contention has been the opposition’s call for
the restoration of the constitution and the reinstatement
of the parliament that was dissolved by an emiri decree
in the summer of 1975.

Soon after assuming power, Hamad promised
changes that would result in political stability and eco-
nomic growth. Throughout the initial period of his reign,
he repeatedly assured his people that his priorities include
strengthening national unity, internal security, and con-
solidating solidarity of all Bahrain citizens through elim-
ination of all forms of discrimination based on origin,
gender, or creed. These proclamations were well received
by most people in Bahrain, a country that was under-
going decades-long political unrest. Some of those pro-
clamations gained their own historical significance, such
as his commitment to women’s political rights that
resulted in granting Bahraini women full citizenship
rights in the Bahrain constitution of 2002.

After eighteen months of coming to power, Hamad
formally announced his intentions to introduce political
reforms and to move his country on the path of modern
constitutional monarchies. In implementing his reforms,
Hamad benefited from his unchallenged power to mobi-
lize both the relatively large financial resources available
to the state and its internal security forces. Hamad
has made extensive use of the these financial resources
and its distributive capacity to exercise control over civil
society.
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Hamad was encouraged by his state’s coffers filling
up almost immediately after he assumed power. Follow-
ing several years of instability and decline, oil prices
began in 1999 to show a sustained rise. Bahrain’s rev-
enues from oil rose by more than 80 percent that year.
This enabled the new ruler to expand his support base
within the royal family and among political elites. Ham-
ad’s generosity was particularly conspicuous in the makra-
mas (royal favors) he extended to local elites, including
some of the newly pardoned political prisoners and exiles.
His effective political use of makrama has elevated it into a
strategic instrument of rule. The list of makramas dispensed
by him between December 2000 and February 2002 is long
and by any measure impressive. The most spectacular con-
sisted of diverse housing grants costing over BD172m
(approximately U.S.$450m). Another makrama wrote off
up to a third of every housing loan owed to the state
housing bank. Some 30,000 families, nearly 40 percent of
Bahraini citizen households, benefited.

Following its Jordanian mirror image, the Bahraini
National Charter has been presented as an attempt to
reassert the legitimacy of the ruling family through con-
cessions to opposition demands for reinstating the con-
stitution and for curbing the excesses of the security
services. Authors of the charter defined the state as a
constitutional monarchy where government decisions
are subject to the approval of a freely elected parliament.
It stipulates that decisions of the elected parliaments are
balanced and moderated by an appointed consultative
council. Each of the charters was presented as an integral
part of a liberalization package. The package included a
general amnesty granting the release of political prisoners,
return of exiles, reinstating activists to their government
and semi-government jobs, return of confiscated pass-
ports, lifting travel restrictions on prominent political
activists, and most significantly, lifting of the state of
emergency and repealing of state security laws. The
Charter states the same guarantees of rights stipulated
in 1973 constitution, and reiterates that the people are
the source of sovereignty. It solemnly declares that “time
has now come for Bahrain to be among the constitutional
monarchies with a democratic system that achieves the
aspirations of its people for a better future.”” Hamad
faced little difficulty in convincing opposition leaders to
back the charter.

On the eve of the plebiscite on 14-15 February
2001, Hamad appeared justifiably triumphant. He had
already appeased most critics of the Charter, and its text
and modalities were proposed for adoption. Bahrainis,
including most of the opposition networks, offered near
unanimous approval. Turnout for the plebiscite, in which
women participated, was massive, and 98.4 percent voted
in favor of the revised text of the National Action Char-
ter. These figures attested to the general mood prevailing

at the time in Bahrain: Hamad’s promises and reconci-
liatory gestures created a state of national euphoria with-
out precedent in the island’s history since it was
conquered in 1783 by the Al Khalifa family and their
allies from mainland Arabia.

This was a major achievement for a ruler who, at first,
was dismissed as indecisive and uninspiring. In giving him
their support, the leaders of the opposition—many of
them recently rehabilitated after long years in prison or
exile—were hoping he would reinstate the country’s
elected parliament that had been dissolved by his father
in 1975, in exchange for backing his regal aspirations.

On 14 February 2002, Hamad declared the state of
Bahrain a constitutional monarchy and himself a king.
He also promulgated an amended constitution, and
called municipal elections in May and national elections
in October. The new constitution gives the king (whose
person is inviolate), the loyal protector of religion and
homeland, and the symbol of national unity, some wide-
ranging authority elaborately detailed in Section One of
the Constitution of 2002. He is head of state, supreme
commander of Defense Forces, and chair of the Higher
Judicial Council. He appoints and dismisses ministers,
judges, and members of the Consultative Council.
According to article 35, the king may amend the con-
stitution, propose laws, and is the authority for their
ratification. The 2002 constitution calls for the forma-
tion of a National Assembly, which shares legislative
authority with the king and is to be made of two forty-
members chambers, Majlis al-Shura (Consultative Coun-
cil) and Majlis al-Nuwwab (Chamber of Deputies).
Members of the Consultative Council are appointed by
the king, whereas members of the Chamber of Deputies
are elected on the basis of universal suffrage.

INFLUENCES AND CONTRIBUTIONS

During this initial period of his reign, Hamad seemed to
be trying hard to please everyone. The promises he made
to various sections of the populations, combined with his
inexperience, resulted in raising expectations among his
opponents and supporters alike. Most critical among
these are leaders of the competing factions within the
ruling family itself. This may explain why consolidating
his reign was among the most urgent measures taken by
Hamad during his first year; he was attempting to protect
himself against the ruling family itself.

Although aware that the ruling family is not a mono-
lith, his twenty-five-year tenure as a deputy president of
the AFC convinced him of the family’s importance as the
regime’s core constituency and its most trustworthy pool
of recruits to administer the security forces of the state
and staff other major governmental offices. While rela-
tions between members of the Al Khalifa family and its
head are formally regulated since 1932 through the AFC,
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INTELLIGENT PEOPLES MUST BENEFIT FROM THEIR EXPERIENCES

“When we published the book 7he First Light in 1986
we referred to Bahrain’s experience ‘in choosing a polit-
ical system to take part in decision-making. Bahrain
emerged from that experience with a Constitution that
was approved by a national assembly that was founded
on the two principles of election and appointment
(1973). Then Bahrain passed through a parliamentary
experience from which it benefited, and from which it
will also benefit for the future of its political system in
participation and consultation.” We are pleased that we
have begun to fulfill that promise and realize that
aspiration fifteen years later when the draft Natonal
Action Charter was put to a general referendum, despite
warnings, and the emergence of a new Bahraini gen-
eration that was inexperienced in electoral traditions.”

FROM OFFICIAL TRANSLATION OF AN ARTICLE BY HM KING HAMAD
PUBLISHED IN ALL BAHRAINI NEWSPAPERS ON 9 FEBRUARY 2005.

“The National Action Charter and subsequently
the articles of the ‘amended Constitution’—which
was promulgated in accordance with the renewed
contract and popular authorization represented by
the general referendum on the draft Charter—were
the guarantees and checks that I had thought care-
fully about for years in order to renew the demo-
cratic and constitutional march while avoiding the
pitfalls that faced the earlier experiment. Intelligent
peoples must benefit from their experiences so that
they do not repeat their mistakes, and I am con-
fident that the people of Bahrain are one of those
peoples.”

FROM OFFICIAL TRANSLATION OF AN ARTICLE BY
HM KING HAMAD PUBLISHED IN ALL BAHRAINI NEWSPAPERS
ON 9 FEBRUARY 2005.

rallying the support of the 2,500-3,000 Al Khalifas was
not self-evident. However, Hamad benefited from his
long tenure as deputy president of the AFC that has,
since 1974, become a formal organ of the state with an
executive secretariat and full-time administrative offices
headed by an Al Khalifa, who holds the rank of a min-
ister. Members of its board are recognized representatives
of various kinship lines and factional alliances within the
family. Within its formal meetings the AFC settles family
disputes, particularly those related to appropriation of
land, sale of real estate, and other properties. Above all
else, Hamad took several measures to preserve the unity
of the ruling family and he swiftly appointed his own
crown prince to head the AFC.

Throughout his first year of reign, Hamad focused
on maintaining the cohesion of his family while trying to
establish a credible base of authority that could compete
with the power base of his uncle, the prime minister. He
appointed some trusted members of his faction, includ-
ing another of his sons, to the AFC. He increased the
monthly stipends allocated to each adult member of the
royal family and placed more of them in senior positions
in government and public institutions. He also embarked
on civil engineering improvement works, including new
housing projects in Rifa‘a, where most Al Khalifa house-
holds are located.

In a speech delivered to members of the Shura
Council in early November 2000, Hamad announced
his intentions to introduce a series of measures to reform
the political system. Keywords in his reform plan were
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constitutional monarchy and bicameral legislative body.
A forty-six-member commission was formed to draw up
a charter based on common values and practices in the
country, to put forward proposals for constitutional
reforms, and to elaborate on the parameters of his
planned liberalization process. The work of the commis-
sion was concluded on 18 December when it presented
to the emir its final draft of the Mithaq al-Amal al-
Watani, National Action Charter (the Charter). Although
formulated in general terms and at times ambiguous, the
Charter outlined the emiri political reform plans. In addi-
tion to the required political reforms to enhance the
hereditary constitutional monarchy of the ruling system,
the document puts forward one of Shaykh Hamad’s key
conditions for introducing the envisaged reforms.

To reduce his opposition’s mistrust, Hamad took
several measures to improve the human rights situation in
the country. Throughout 2000, Hamad announced several
makrama, granting conditional pardon to several hundred
detainees. Scores of exiles were allowed to return home.
Toward the end of that year Hamad announced another
makrama, promising citizenship to thousands of Bahrainis
who were living without formal citizenship rights.

Although limited, the political reforms initiated by
Hamad during the first two years of his reign have created
some unprecedented venues for political activity. Gradually
those reforms have redefined the political space in the
country. This strengthened Hamad’s ability to outmaneu-
ver the old guards within the ruling family and weaken the
position of his uncle. More than three hundred associations
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helped to bolster self-confidence among their growing
membership and constituencies. Ethnic, regional, and ideo-
logical allegiances found expression in forums, associations,
and in mosques and religious meeting places. In spite of
this, Hamad did not allow his reforms to cause the regime
to lose its ability to shape major parts of the visible political
terrain of the country. Through manipulation of admin-
istrative red tape and legal requirements, the regime con-
tinues to control the growth of these associations, its
activities, and its freedom of action.

In designing his own reforms plans, Hamad followed
closely the similar steps to those taken by King HUSSEIN BIN
TALAL of Jordan. Hamad learned to admire the late Jorda-
nian king whom he visited immediately after graduating
from Mons, seeking Jordan’s military help in building Bah-
raini armed forces. In his book First Light, Hamad speaks
with awe of the resolution and spirit of cooperation exem-
plified in King Hussein. According to Hamad, he thought it
was a good omen that during his first visit to Jordan he
witnessed a victorious action over the Israelis in the Battle of
Karameh on 21 March 1968. The deep personal influence
of King Hussein became apparent even in Hamad’s appear-
ance and demeanor. While crown prince, Hamad was a
frequent guest of King Hussein and followed closely the
Jordan monarch’s handling of his kingdom.

LEGACY

Hamad is credited with changing the face of political life in
his country. Admirers of the Bahraini monarch point out
that, for the first time in its modern history, Bahrain jails
are empty of political prisoners, that he initiated political
reforms that increased respect of human rights organiza-
tions, and eased restrictions on freedom of expression and
association. His reforms granted equal citizenship rights to
women, including the right to vote and to be elected to
public office. Hamad is further credited with appointing
the first female judges in the Gulf Cooperation Council
(GCCQ) countries, as well as encouraging the growth of civil
society institutions. His critics fault his reforms for being
too slow and for keeping the reforms as his own prerogative
and private domain which he jealously guards through his
effective use of the state distributive capacity. A more
sympathetic view explains Hamad’s caution by pointing
to the continuing influence of the old guard within the
ruling family, including the prime minister whose support-
ers and protégés control of most key positions in the state.

One of Hamad’s lasting legacies is the elevation of
makramas from being simply an aid for cooptation of
traditional notables and their circulation into becoming a
strategic instrument of rule. Critics allege that, although
reliance on makramas seems to work for the present, it
cannot be a viable alternative to a thoroughly worked out
strategy of reforms. In spite of his commitment to
reforming his country, Hamad remains reluctant to con-

sult with any of the political groups on any aspect of the
political process in the country.
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AL KHALIFA, KHALIFA

BIN SALMAN
(1935-)

Khalifa bin Salman Al Khalifa has been prime minister of
Bahrain since its independence from Britain in 1971. A
businessman with real estate and other interests in Bahrain,
Southeast Asia and the UK., he is said to be the wealthiest
individual in the kingdom.

PERSONAL HISTORY
Khalifa bin Salman was born 24 November 1935 in Al

Jasra, one of the ruling family’s seaside retreats, outside
Manama, the capital. He is the second of three sons of
Shaykh Salman bin Hamad, ruler of Bahrain from 1942
to 1961. He received no formal education, but was tutored
in reading and writing as well as other traditional skills.

Shaykh Khalifa received his first official appointment
in 1954 as a member of a government committee to solve
rent disputes. Upon returning from Britain, where he took
an English language course in 1957, he was appointed
president of the Education Council. In the following three
years he combined this role with several other official super-
visory positions. Between 1960 and 1966 Khalifa was pres-
ident of the Finance Directorate of the government of
Bahrain. From 1962 to 1967 he was also chairman of the
Manama Municipal Council. In 1966 he was appointed
chairman of the newly formed Administrative Council, a
quasi-cabinet, which was renamed the State Council in
1970. Following Bahrain’s declaration of independence on
15 August 1971, Khalifa was appointed the country’s first
prime minister—a position he has held ever since. Khalifa
has also held other key posts including the presidencies of the
Bahrain Monetary Board, the Scientific Council, the
Supreme Defense Council, the Supreme Oil Council, the
Civil Service Board, and the Supreme Economic Develop-
ment Council.
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BIOGRAPHICAL HIGHLIGHTS

Name: Khalifa bin Salman Al Khalifa (Khalifa bin
Sulman, Abu Muhammad, Abu Ali)

Birth: 1935, Al Jasra, Bahrain

Family: Wife, Hassa; three sons, Muhammad
(d. 1974), Ali, Salman; one daughter, Lulwa

Nationality: Bahraini

Education: No formal education

PERSONAL CHRONOLOGY:

* 1954: Member, Rent Disputes Committee;
Education Council

* 1957—-60: President, Education Council

* 1960—66: President, Finance Directorate

* 1962-67: Chairman, Manama Municipal
Council

* 1966-1971: Chairman, Administrative Council
(renamed State Council, 1970)

* 1971—-present: Prime minister

With his appointment in 1960 as president of the
Finance Directorate, Khalifa became the most powerful
member of the ruling family. Even after his brother
Shaykh Isa bin Salman’s accession as ruler in 1961 after
the death of their father, Khalifa remained the most
powerful of the three brothers. His position was enhanced
by his experience, his control of the country’s finances,
and his business acumen, as well as his hands-on control
of the government bureaucracy and internal security appa-
ratus. Indeed, Khalifa was perceived throughout his
brother’s reign as the de facto ruler of the country. This
point is carefully noted in Khalifa’s official biography,
which praises his brother for the “sagacity and insight”
that led him to assign “executive leadership to the man
who could efficiently shoulder the weighty responsibility,
despite all the difficulties entailed.” All “the development
Bahrain has achieved—and [is] still achieving—is the
result of decades of [Khalifa’s] struggle, endeavor and
sacrifice” (Hamad, p. 12).

INFLUENCES AND CONTRIBUTIONS

Khalifa has played a central role in building the govern-
ment administration, modernizing its structures and
personally recruiting its leading personnel. In 1960,
when he was appointed president of the Finance Direc-
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torate, government administration was rudimentary and
its employees represented only a small portion of Bahrain
labor. Bahrain Petroleum Company (BAPCO), then a
subsidiary of Standard Oil of California, had been the
major employer in the country since the discovery of oil
in Bahrain in 1932. In 1960, government structure, func-
tions, and personnel were legacies of British administration
and dealt primarily with elementary duties of state such as
maintaining public order, collecting customs duties, and
dividing accrued oil revenues between the ruling family and
the government. Paucity of educated local personnel made
government offices dependent on recruits from the Indian
subcontinent, and the schools on Arab recruits, particularly

from Egypt, Lebanon, and Syria.

Khalifa oversaw the expansion of government serv-
ices through direct investment, which turned the govern-
ment into the major employer in the country in 1971,
with more than 50 percent of the labor force. Continued
expansion in the public sector, as well as increases in
government investment in industrial and commercial
projects, consolidated the role of the state as Bahrain’s
major employer. Recruitment for all major positions in
government agencies and businesses have been personally
monitored and approved by the prime minister himself.
Khalifa became the focal figure for both admiration and
discontent with wages and working conditions.

Another important contribution by Khalifa was his
role in the intense diplomatic negotiations following Brit-
ain’s announcement in early 1968 of its decision to with-
draw its military forces from the Gulf as part of its “Fast of
Suez” strategy. In response, Iran reiterated its historic
claim to Bahrain, threatening to move in to fill the mili-
tary vacuum once the British troops left. With the help of
King Faysal (1964-75) of Saudi Arabia, the Shah of Iran,
Mohammad Reza Pahlavi (1941-79) agreed to refrain
from use of force once he was convinced that the “resi-
dents of Bahrain do not wish to unite with [his] country”
(Hamad, p. 16). Khalifa became directly involved in the
negotiations with the Iranians and the British on the
appropriate ways of appraising the wishes of the Bahrainis.
These negotiations resulted on 26 March 1970, in a joint
request by Britain and Iran to the secretary general of the
United Nations to send a special envoy to Bahrain to
report on the opinion of its people. The fact-finding
mission concluded its report on 30 April noting that that
“the proposed state should be an Arab state.” In the
following decade Khalifa paid two official visits to Tehran,
which helped maintain his close personal relations with his
Iranian counterparts, and encouraged Bahraini business-
men to develop their economic and financial tes with
Iran. According to his official biography, Khalifa believed
that with the fall of the Shah of Iran, Bahrain lost a
regional ally and he a personal friend. These sentiments
may have been influenced by the uneasy relations between
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WE TALK ABOUT OUR HOPES
FOR THE FUTURE

“The Consultative Council—a distinguished
experiment in which we take pride—is the
result of such interaction and integration
among state institutions. It includes 40 mem-
bers who represent various groups and sects in
Bahrain. It has carried out its role in full as a
partner in making political and economic deci-
sions and as a forum where various views and
trends are aired. When we talk about our hopes
for the future of our country in the new millen-
nium we say that we hope to continue with the
same determination and enthusiasm to safe-
guard the achievements and gains that have
been accomplished in order to continue with
the security and stability Bahrain has enjoyed
for a long time and that lie behind its progress
and renaissance.”

(WASHINGTON TIMES ADVERTISING DEPARTMENT.
“SPECIAL INTERNATIONAL REPORT.” WASHINGTON TIMES
(21 MARCH 2000).)

[Commenting on rumors of disagreements
with the king:] “Understanding with His Majesty
King Hamad and Crown Prince and BDF
Commander-in-Chief Sheikh Salman bin Hamad
Al Khalifa is at its highest . .. His Majesty imme-
diately updates me by telephone on his talks in
total transparency.” He reiterated his unabated
keenness to continue serving Bahrain politically,
economically and socially.

(“UNITY CALL,” GULF DAILY NEWS, 21 SEPTEMBER 2006.
AVAILABLE FROM HTTP://WWW.GULF-DAILY-NEWS.COM)

the Islamic Republic of Iran and Bahrain since 1979,
including occasional Bahraini charges that Iran insists on
exporting its revolution to its neighbors. The fact that
nearly two-thirds of the population of Bahrain are Shi‘ite
fuels its government’s suspicions of Iranian regional ambi-
tions. Tension increased following the start of the Iran-
Iraq war in September 1980, which led to occasional
severing of diplomatic ties and bans of travel between Iran
and Bahrain.

Among Khalifa bin Salman’s less remarkable contri-
butions is his role in promoting Bahrain’s claims to be
the leader of the Gulf shaykhdoms. Together with his
brother Shaykh Isa, Khalifa was involved in the intense
negotiations among rulers of Abu Dhabi, Ajman, Dubai,

Fujairah, Qatar, Ras al-Khaimah, Sharjah, and Umm al-
Quwain. These negotiations were motivated by Britain’s
decision to withdraw its military presence from the Gulf
in 1968. Britain encouraged the nine shaykhdoms of the
Gulf to form a political union, which would provide the
basis for stability in the region. Various proposals were
discussed by the rulers of those shaykhdoms. Bahrain, the
most populous of the nine at the time, insisted on
popular representation and proposed a referendum to
determine the will of the people of the proposed union.
Upon rejection of his proposal, Khalifa bin Salman
walked out of the meeting, declaring that in Bahrain’s
view “the union should be established among peoples,
not among governments.”

Modernization and the Parliamentary “Experiment”
Khalifa also took a leading role in modernizing the
regime. Following the 1972 “March uprising,” which
was the culmination of various actions organized by an
alliance of underground opposition networks and public
figures, the government publicly agreed to several oppo-
sition demands, including modernization of labor laws
and legalization of trade unions. The regime also took
steps to implement earlier promises to draft the country’s
first constitution. A partially elected Constituent Assem-
bly (both the franchise and the seats were restricted to men
only) debated and adopted a draft constitution, which was
proclaimed by the emir in July 1973. On 7 December that
year voters elected a thirty-member National Assembly
following an electoral campaign involving various politi-
cal forces, including well-known public figures represent-
ing the underground networks. While the majority of
members of the National Assembly were members of
communist, Pan-Arab, and Islamist networks, it remained
powetless in the face of the government. In his role as a
prime minister, Khalifa was able to effectively manipulate
differences among parliamentary blocs and, as a result,
prevent the Assembly from taking up its legislative role or
becoming a credible body capable of monitoring govern-
ment policies. Khalifa expressed displeasure with a parlia-
ment whose members resorted, even in the first
parliamentary working session, to “certain patterns of
behavior, mistakenly thought by some members as part
of the democratic process, whereas they were merely fruit-
less arguments, incompatible with the spirit of true parlia-
mentary practices, and obstructive in the efforts of the
State in many fields of national Service” (Hamad, p. 202).

The parliamentary “experiment” was evolving into a
threat to the regime because it also expanded other infor-
mal political spaces. Disenfranchised women’s groups
were organizing in towns and in the countryside and
taking actions challenging the regime and its conservative
clerical allies. Scores of petitions were organized by
women activists and presented to the National Assembly
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demanding rights, from voting and other political rights
to the provision of child day-care centers. Other groups
including Bahraini biduns (stateless legal residents of Bah-
rain who lack formal rights of citizenship even though
most can document generations-old roots in Bahrain),
trade unionists, and the unemployed began using the
National Assembly to put forward their grievances and
demands.

During the summer recess of the National Assembly
in 1974, the government issued a “state security decree”
giving the internal security apparatus unrestricted powers.
Opposition groups were undeterred. The government
faced an overwhelming parliamentary majority against
the decree when it proposed it to the National Assembly
as a draft State Security Law. Year-long negotiations with
various parliamentary blocs were fruitless. This was the
first time that Khalifa’s abilities as a negotiator failed to
overcome his adversaries. On 25 August 1975 Khalifa
submitted his resignation to the emir, on the grounds that
his government was hindered from fulfilling its duties by
the uncooperative National Assembly. In his letter of
resignation, Khalifa complained that “parliamentary life
has been deviated from the right path, and the effective
role of moderate views has been hampered.” Conse-
quently, he writes, “the Government was unable to final-
ize the aspired legislations, or carry out the projects
planned for the benefit of the citizens. Those who do
not adopt our principles, or believe in our ideals, exploited
the situation and worked furtively to realize the aims of
their ideologies” (Hamad). The emir, using his constitu-
tional prerogative, promptly dissolved the Assembly and
reappointed Khalifa as prime minister.

Dissolution of the Assembly Dissolution of the Assembly
was also influenced by a change of national fortune as a
result of the rise in oil prices following the Arab-Israeli
War of 1973. While Bahrain produces only around
200,000 barrels per day, oil remains the major source of
income for the country and facilitates the growth of
other major economic activities including banking and
offshore businesses. From the start of the oil boom,
Shaykh Khalifa and his government became increasingly
impatient with the intrusive (as they saw it) role of the
parliament. Indeed, Khalifa saw the parliamentary debates
as obstructions for his plans to expand the economy,
modernize the state, and maintain security and political
stability. During the following twenty-five years, Khalifa
would administer the affairs of the state almost single-
handedly and without intrusion by other people except his
own appointees. The increase of state revenues during the
first oil-boom years facilitated the modernization and
expansion of the country’s infrastructure, but contributed
nothing to its democratization.

Al Khalifa, Khalifa bin Salman

With the rising oil revenues the government of
Shaykh Khalifa became the generous provider of basic
social, education, and health services. In becoming the
supreme patron, Khalifa demonstrated a remarkable abil-
ity to maintain balance among competing segments of
society. Khalifa utilized the expanded financial resources
of the state to continue recruiting supporters from nearly
every social background to the government bureaucracy
and public sector enterprises. Khalifa’s detractors allege
that he has often looked the other way while encouraging
senior officials to indulge in personal enrichment. While
these allegations have not been investigated by an inde-
pendent commission or by a court of law, opposition
groups continue to publish reports documenting ram-
pant corruption in the government and public institu-
tions, and, opponents charge, this corruption has been a
means of consolidating the regime’s control over the
country through a pyramid of patron-client relationships.
While corrupt officeholders have benefited from the
prime minister’s generosity, they remain both vulnerable
and in constant need of his protection.

The entrepreneurial sector was a major beneficiary of
oil-boom investment, and it provided Khalifa with a new,
and relatively modern, addition to his power base. Major
actors in this sector were able to increase their wealth
through government and public sector enterprise con-
tracts or licenses largely on basis of their political loyalty
to Khalifa personally, rather than through reliance on
their tribal or sectarian backgrounds. Some entrepreneurs
considered not sufficiently loyal lost already awarded
contracts.

Through offshore banking, one of Khalifa’s pet proj-
ects, Bahrain became an important regional banking
and financial center. He also initiated many development
projects, including the construction of several new town-
ships that helped improve living conditions for low- and
middle-income families, thus eliminating one major source
of discontent. The expanding economy also reduced rates
of unemployment in the country, particularly among uni-
versity graduates, and led to improving levels of wages for
the local labor force.

“Stability” and the Security Apparatus Khalifa’s con-
cerns for maintaining political “stability” as a requirement
for business expansion may explain the high priority he
gave to improving the capabilities of the internal security
apparatus. Within the first decade of the oil boom alloca-
tions for security and defense increased from US$22.5
million in 1974 to US$236.4 million in 1983, or from
11 to 20 percent of total government expenditures.
Empowered by the state security decree of 1974 and by
several amendments to the 1976 Penal Code, the security
apparatus continued to expand, becoming a formidable
bulwark of the regime. For these improvements Khalifa
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relied on the service of Colonel Ian Henderson, a former
British colonial officer in Kenya. The two worked closely
together from 1966 until Henderson’s forced retirement
following the accession of Shaykh HAMAD BIN SALMAN AL
KHALIFA as emir in 1999.

The unrestricted powers enjoyed by Henderson, par-
ticularly after 1975, led to a virtual permanent state of
emergency, pushing all forms of political opposition under-
ground. Various regional and international human rights
watchdogs have amply reported on state violations of human
rights, including torture and incarceration of political oppo-
nents for years without trial. Other measures included with-
holding or withdrawing the mandatory state “certificate of
good behavior” from job seekers, limiting to one year the
validity of passports issued to students, and banning students
from returning to their universities abroad. Khalifa’s detrac-
tors blame his authoritarian rule and continued influence for
the slow pace of political reforms initated by his nephew
upon becoming emir in 1999. Khalifa continues to advocate
“a concept of democracy which does not compromise
national interests,” noting that “the United States and Brit-
ain adopted laws curbing civil liberties, despite their deep-
rooted democratic heritage” (Gulf Daily News). Critics note
that on 20 November 2006 the prime minister issued an
edict banning strikes at “vital facilities” including all means
of transport involving people or merchandise, telecommuni-
cations, electricity, water, bakeries, educational establish-
ments and oil and gas facilities.

THE WORLD’S PERSPECTIVE

Perspectives on Khalifa are inevitably mixed. He is
viewed by Bahraini opposition groups as the leading
figure within the ruling family’s old guard that opposes
political reform. According to a 2002 study conducted in
Bahrain for the National Democratic Institute for Inter-
national Affairs (NDI), a quasipublic American nonprofit
organization, Khalifa is “viewed with distinctly less affec-
tion than his nephew, the king. He is viewed as an
effective yet cold, businesslike person—responsible both
for the modernization of the country over the last gen-
eration and for the fact that the country has not found a
way to equitably distribute the benefits of that modern-
ization. Usually with a bit of nervous laughter, suggesting
they would not have dared voice this thought a few
months or years ago, people in several of the groups say

his time has passed and he should retire” (Melia).

LEGACY

Among local and foreign business communities, Khalifa
is appreciated as an astute businessman who has attracted
some major banks and investment houses to invest in
Bahrain development projects. He is also seen as a pillar
of stability whose policies have made Bahraini economy

“the fastest growing economy in the Arab world [with]
the freest economy in the Middle East according to the
2006 Index of Economic Freedom,” according to the
Bahrain Economic Development Board website.
Another enduring legacy of Khalifa bin Salman is
Bahrain’s modern government structure. While marred
by corruption and nepotism, it is by all accounts a
functioning and reliable bureaucracy. Khalifa’s personal
control of the internal security apparatus between 1966
and 2001 will assure that his name will continue to be
associated with the unrestricted abuse of power and sys-
tematic violation of human rights, particularly during the

1990s.
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Abdulbadi Kbhalaf

ALMAGOR, GILA
(1939-)

Gila Almagor is an Israeli film and theater actress, the
first and only Israeli female film star. She has rendered a
rich portrayal of women of diverse ethnicities and social
classes in an acting career lasting for nearly fifty years.
She is the author of two successful semiautobiographical
novels, which she also adapted to the screen. She won the
prestigious Israel Prize in 2004.

PERSONAL HISTORY

Almagor (born Alexanderovich) was born in Petah Tikva,
mandatory Palestine, in 1939, just four months after her
father, an officer in the British police, was killed by an
Arab sniper. At the age of thirteen she was sent to
Hadassim youth village, but left after two years, and
moved, alone, to Tel Aviv to join the acting school of
Habima, Israel’s national theater. When she was seven-
teen she got her first stage role.

Her first screen appearance was in 1960 in Burning
Sands, an action-adventure film about a group of young
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BIOGRAPHICAL HIGHLIGHTS

Name: Gila Almagor (born Alexanderovich)
Birth: 1939, Petah Tikva, mandatory Palestine

Family: Husband, Yaakov Agmon; one son; one

daughter
Nationality: Israeli

Education: Actors Studio and HB Studio, New
York, 1963-1965

PERSONAL CHRONOLOGY:
* 1954: Enters acting school of Habima (Israel’s

national theater)
* 1956: First stage role
* 1960: First screen appearance

* 1985: Publishes first semiautobiographical novel,
The Summer of Avia

* 2004: Wins Israel prize for cinematic contributions

travelers on their risky way to the ancient city of Petra,
across the Jordanian border. But her breakthrough per-
formance came in 1966, when she played a Moroccan
mother of five in a remote southern town in Menachem
Golan’s Fortuna. In 1963 Almagor left for New York,
where she enrolled in the prestigious Actors Studio and
took acting courses with Uta Hagen. In 1965 Almagor
returned to Israel and joined the Cameri, the Tel Aviv
city theater. She left a year later and became a much
sought-after stage actress. Some of her well-known roles
include the leads in Anne Frank, Jeanne d’Arc, The Cru-
cible, The Bride and the Butterfly Hunter, and Medea.

But Almagor is best known as the Israeli cinema’s
leading lady. She has appeared in more than fifty films,
and her on-screen persona expresses the multiple images of
Israeli women. She played a soldier’s young widow trying to
get back to normal life in Siege (1969), made by the Italian
director Gilberto Toffano, a part she once acknowledged as
her favorite; a street prostitute in Menachem Golan’s The
Highway Queen (1971); and a demented Holocaust survivor
in The Summer of Avia (1988). Mainly she played mothers
or motherly figures, such as the struggling widowed mother
in Moshe Mizrahi’s The House on Chelouche Street (1973),
which was nominated for an Academy Award as best for-
eign-language film, a Moroccan matriarch in Shmuel Has-
fari’s Shhur (1994), an over-protective Jewish mother in
Joel Silberg’s comedy My Mother the General (1979), based
on a local stage hit, the pub owner in Assi Dayan’s
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Life According to Agfa (1992), and even her own mother
in Avia—a fact that positioned Almagor as the ultimate
matron of Israeli cinema.

Her ability to convincingly portray all sorts of women—
vulgar as well as elegant, North African as well as European
and Arab (for example, in the Israeli-German 1973 copro-
duction, Stranger in Jericho), peripheral as well as bourgeois,
and tragic as well as comic, the Israeli Jeanne Moreau—not
only indicate Almagor’s diversity as an actress, but also mark
her as the screen image of the all-Israeli identity. The char-
acters she has portrayed over her career manifest the various
aspects of Israeli identity.

Between 1977 and 1986 Almagor’s career declined,
and she found herself forced to accept small and insig-
nificant roles. During this period of professional crisis
she even attended auditions, as if she were not one of
Israel’s veteran actresses. As personal and professional
therapy, Almagor wrote her semiautobiographical novel
The Summer of Avia. She then adapted it as a one-actress
stage play, that turned into a surprisingly great success.

In 1988 Almagor adapted the play for a film version,
directed by Eli Cohen, which she coproduced and starred
in. She plays a Holocaust survivor in the 1950s, a char-
acter based on her own mother, who is mentally ill and
has just been released from a mental institution. While
her ten-year-old daughter tries to cope with her mother’s
illness, she becomes convinced that a new resident in
their village is actually her lost father, whom she’s never
met. The film was very well received, both commercially
and critically, and won the Silver Bear award at the 1989
Berlin Film Festival. It went on to be named best film at

both the Belgrade and Valladolid film festivals.

In 1994 she co-wrote the script and starred in the
sequel to The Summer of Avia, Under the Domim Tree, also
directed by Cohen, which told the story of her growing up
in the Hadassim youth village in the 1950s along with
teenaged Holocaust survivors. Since then she has appeared
constantly in the theater and in films. Among the latter are
Shemi Zarhin’s Passover Fever (1995), Assi Dayan’s The
Gospel According to God (2004), and Dan Wolman’s Tied
Hands (2006).

INFLUENCES AND CONTRIBUTIONS

Throughout her acting career Almagor has won numerous
prizes, among them the prestigious Israel Prize for her
cinematic work (2004), an Israeli Academy of Film and
Television honorary award (1997), and, several times, the
best actress award for her performances in films and on
stage. She spends much of her time doing volunteer activ-
ities for ailing children, was a member of the Tel Aviv-Yafo
(Jaffa) City Council, and chairperson of the Culture Com-
mittee for the city. Almagor is also one of the founders of
Ami, the Israeli Artists Association. In 1996, she received
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the President’s Merit Award for Volunteers as recognition
for her years of volunteer work.

THE WORLD’S PERSPECTIVE

Almagor has appeared in many international productions,
most recently in Steven Spielberg’s acclaimed political
thriller, Munich (2005). She has been a jury member in
many international film festivals, among them the Berlin
Film Festival in 1996. She has been honored with a number
of retrospectives, most notably by the Museum of Modern
Art (MoMA) in New York. Her novels, The Summer of
Avia (1985), Under the Domim Tree (1992) and Alex
Lerner, Daphne and Me (2002), have been translated into
English, German, Russian, Danish, and other languages.

LEGACY

Gila Almagor has proved in more than four decades of
screen appearances a rare ability to stay at the center of
Israeli cinema despite the changing context. She actually
grew up with it, thus becoming one of its iconic figures.
It is difficult to point to another Israeli screen actress who
has achieved a similar status.
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AL NAHYAN, KHALIFA

BIN ZAYID
(1948-)

Ruler of the Emirate of Abu Dhabi since 2004, Khalifa
bin Zayid Al Nahyan is also the president of the United
Arab Emirates.

PERSONAL HISTORY

Shaykh Khalifa bin Zayid Al Nahyan has been president of
the United Arab Emirates (UAE) and the Emir and ruler
of Abu Dhabi since 2004. As chairman of Abu Dhabi’s
Supreme Petroleum Council, he is also responsible for
management of Abu Dhabi’s massive share of the coun-
try’s considerable oil wealth.

Khalifa bin Zayid Al Nahyan. AP IMAGES.

Khalifa was born in 1948 in al-Ayn, the most prom-
inent among a cluster of eight villages located in the east-
ernmost reaches of the Emirate of Abu Dhabi in an oasis
region that overlaps the border with Oman. He is the eldest
son of the late Shaykh Zayid bin Sultan Al Nahyan, who
ruled Abu Dhabi from 1966 until his death in 2004 and
served as the first president of the UAE upon its founding
on 2 December 1971 until his passing in 2004. Shaykh
Khalifa’s mother, Shaykha Hassa bint Muhammad bin
Khalifa bin Zayid Al Nahyan, was from a collateral branch
of the Al Bu Falah branch of the ruling Bani Yas tribe.
Among his siblings, from different mothers, are Shaykhs
Sultan, deputy Prime Minister of the UAE; Muhammad,
crown prince of Abu Dhabi and deputy supreme
commander of the UAE armed forces; Hamdan, also a
deputy prime minister of the UAE; Saif, UAE Minister of
the Interior; Abdullah, UAE Foreign Minister; Hamad,
Tahnun, Sa‘id, and a dozen other half-brothers, many of
whom occupy key posts in the UAE or local Abu Dhabi
governments.

Abu Dhabi, is by far the largest of the seven UAE
emirates and is situated atop more than 90 percent of the
UAE’s oil and gas reserves. It also has foreign instruments
estimated conservatively to be in excess of US$750 bil-
lion. Therefore, the overall power and influence of the
ruling family and emirate that Shaykh Khalifa heads is
without a peer within the confederation.
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BIOGRAPHICAL HIGHLIGHTS
L
Name: Shaykh Khalifa bin Zayid Al Nahyan
Birth: 1948, al-Ayn, Abu Dhabi

Family: Married; children, including Sultan bin
Khalifa

Nationality: Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates
Education: Local and Sandhurst Military

Academy, United Kingdom

PERSONAL CHRONOLOGY:

* 1966: Appointed ruler’s representative in the
eastern region of Abu Dhabi and head of the
courts department in al-Ayn

* 1969: Becomes crown prince/heir apparent (Wali
Abd) of Abu Dhabi

* 1971: Appointed prime minister of Abu Dhabi
and minister of defense and finance

* 1973: Assumes post of deputy prime minister in
the UAE Federal Cabinet

* 1974: Appointed chairman, Abu Dhabi Executive
Council

* 1976: Appointed deputy supreme commander of
the UAE armed forces

* 2004: Elected to succeed Shaykh Zayid as ruler of
the Emirate of Abu Dhabi and as president of the
UAE

Shaykh Khalifa received his initial education from the
traditional system of learning then long in practice in the
oasis setting of al-Ayn where he was born and raised. A
core feature of the system was its emphasis upon learning
to read and write Arabic, memorization and recitation of
the Qur’an, and the study of selected sayings as well as
exemplary practices of the Prophet Muhammad. For those
born into a ruling household, there was additional empha-
sis upon understanding and assimilating lessons in leader-
ship learned from one’s ancestors, including the broad
outlines of Islamic values, moral principles, and the
traditions, institutions, and practices associated with one’s
family, tribe, and society. Prior to 1958, when Shaykh
Khalifa was ten years old, no formal school system existed
in Abu Dhabi. Shaykh Khalifa spent time at Sandhurst,

the British armed forces academy.

Public appointments commenced in 1966 for Shaykh
Khalifa when he assumed two posts in al-Ayn, namely

Al Nahyan, Khalifa bin Zayid

ruler’s representative in the eastern region of Abu Dhabi
and head of the courts department. In the early years after
the establishment of the UAE in 1971, this area was some-
times referred to informally as an eighth UAE emirate,
owing to its size, population, degree of development, and
the extent of its government apparatus relative to most of
the other emirates. Being responsible for the day-to-day
administration of this multifaceted oasis region with its
different tribes, half dozen villages, and its agriculture-based
economy’s dependence upon perennially scarce sources of
water would have tested the capacity for effective leadership
of anyone. In Shaykh Khalifa’s case, it provided an ideal
laboratory within which he was able to learn and practice
firsthand the time-honored leadership skills of consultation
and consensus essential for the promotion and mainte-
nance of, among other things, political stability, domestic
security, and a sense of material well being. Being head of
the courts department required that he become steeped in
and adept at overseeing administration of the emirate’s
system of law enforcement and justice in keeping with
the body of jurisprudence (figh) and sources (usul) of law
applied in Abu Dhabi in association with the Maliki school
of Islamic legalistic thought, one of four schools of Islamic
law recognized among Sunni Muslims worldwide.

In 1969, Shaykh Khalifa was named crown prince of
Abu Dhabi and head of the Department of Defense, where
he presided over the Abu Dhabi Defense Force (ADDEF),
later to become the core of the UAE’s military. Following
the first ADDF Chief of Staff, Shaykh Khalid bin Sultan Al
Qasimi, eldest son of the immediate past ruler of the
Emirate of Ra’s al-Khaymah, there would be a succession
of Jordanian chiefs of staff seconded to Abu Dhabi by then
king HUSSEIN BIN TALAL of Jordan prior to the assumption
of this post by Abu Dhabians. Since then to the early
twenty-first century, Shaykh Khalifa has maintained a
strong interest in the modernization and development of

Abu Dhabi’s and the UAFE’s defense establishment.

During Shaykh Khalifa’s service as deputy supreme
commander, until his accession as ruler of Abu Dhabi and
election as UAE president, the UAE armed forces have
seen action in various international contexts. In 1976, the
military was sent to Lebanon as part of the Arab Deterrent
Force, which aimed to defuse the civil war then raging in
that country. During the Kuwait Crisis and Gulf War of
1990-1991, the UAE armed forces played an active role,
with several hundred Emirati troops taking part in the
internationally concerted action to reverse Iraq’s aggression
against Kuwait. UAE armed forces personnel were also
sent to Somalia in 1993 and participated in the multina-
tional force dispatched to Kosovo in 1999.

In 1971, upon the foundation of the United Arab
Emirates with his father, Shaykh Zayid bin Sultan Al
Nahyan, serving as president, Shaykh Khalifa was appointed
prime minister of Abu Dhabi. In 1973, he assumed the post
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of deputy prime minister of the presidentially appointed
UAE Federal Cabinet. In the late 1980s, Shaykh Khalifa
became the chairman of Abu Dhabi’s Supreme Petroleum
Council, assuming administrative control over the emirate’s
vast oil resources. In this capacity, he sought to diversify the
economy away from what had rapidly become, since the
export of oil in 1958, its overwhelming dependence upon
the extraction and export of hydrocarbons. To this end, he
sought to develop an industrial complex at Ruways, a coastal
settlement to the north of and west of Abu Dhabi Island. He
also oversaw efforts to establish mutually beneficial joint
commercial ventures with international aerospace and
defense firms in association with a system of economic off-
sets. In fulfillment of obligations incurred in the course of
being awarded lucrative defense-related and other large devel-
opment contracts, such companies undertook to partner with
Abu Dhabians in the strengthening and expansion of such
projects as the Abu Dhabi Ship Repair Yard in association
with the American firm, Newport News Dry Dock and
Shipbuilding. Much later, he would lend his support to the
beginnings of what promised to become a burgeoning tour-
ism sector predicated on the need to provide meaningful jobs
outside government employment for the country’s growing
population. In 2007, one of the most high profile projects of
this nature took the form of the Louvre Museum in Paris
entering into a partnership in Abu Dhabi to construct a
world-class museum in Abu Dhabi. Another partnership

was also entered into with the Guggenheim Museum.

INFLUENCES AND CONTRIBUTIONS

A source of international goodwill for Shaykh Khalifa
and his father has been the Abu Dhabi Fund for Devel-
opment, established in 1971, originally as the Abu Dhabi
Fund for Arab Economic Development. The purpose of
the Fund has been to promote economic development,
first among select Arab states, and subsequenty in
numerous other developing countries. Shaykh Khalifa
has remained chairman of the Fund. In addition, Shaykh
Khalifa has followed his father as chairman of the Zayid
bin Sultan Foundation, a charitable organization with
capital at more than one billion dollars. The Fund has
focused on four areas of assistance for needy recipients in
the developing world: hospitals and health care services;
financial aid for orphans, widows, and widowers; the
building and maintenance of Islamic schools and mos-
ques; and disaster relief. Regarding the latter category,
among all international donors in the wake of Hurricane
Katrina in 2005, specifically in regard to the State of
Louisiana in the United States, the UAE stood second to
none in the amount of financial assistance provided to
alleviate the plight of the hurricane’s victims. In these and
other endeavors, Abu Dhabi, together with Kuwait and
Saudi Arabia, has ranked yearly among the top three of
all countries providing foreign economic assistance in the

two most important categories of measurement, namely
as an annual percentage of its economy’s gross national
product and the amount of charity per capita.

More broadly, within not only Abu Dhabi but the
UAE as a whole, Shaykh Khalifa has long been associated
with a degree of generosity and charity that has had no
match among the other six UAE emirates. The Depart-
ment of Social Services and Commercial Buildings, pop-
ularly known as the Khalifa Committee, which was so-
named to reflect Shaykh Khalifa’s role in organizing the
program, was formed in 1981 to promote development
of the UAE and to demonstrate Abu Dhabi’s commit-
ment to sharing its oil wealth. The Department provides
low-interest loans to Abu Dhabians wishing to build
houses in the country. The project has garnered consid-
erable goodwill from citizens toward Abu Dhabi, the
UAE federal system, and particularly toward Shaykh
Khalifa and his late father, Shaykh Zayid. Whereas most
citizens have remained in the homes they build with these
funds, others receiving such loans have subsequently
leased their properties to foreign laborers and expatriates.
This generates an additional source of private sector
income and with it a strengthened middle class, deemed
an integral pillar of economic, political, and social stabil-
ity. All in all, the Khalifa Committee’s work has been
viewed as but one among many examples of tangible
benefits derived from the developing world’s most suc-
cessful confederation and the generosity of its founder
and his successor.

During the run-up to the American-led invasion and
subsequent occupation of Iraq in 2003, Shaykh Khalifa
and other Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) leaders,
together with King ABDULLAH 1I of Jordan, President HUSNI
MUBARAK of Egypt, and League of Arab States Secretary
General AMR MOUSSA, among others, voiced their opposi-
tion to the operation and attempted unsuccessfully to play
a mediator role by calling on Iraq to comply with UN
resolutions. However, once hostilities commenced, the
UAE, together with the rest of the GCC countries, Egypt,
and Jordan, confronted a strategic dilemma not of their
making. On one hand, they could have chosen to oppose
the United States openly with a view to altering American
policies toward these two issues. On the other hand, they
could have assumed a quiet and informal role of tacit,
albeit limited, assistance on grounds that their dependence
upon the United States for support in deterring and, if
necessary, defending against Iran, Iraq, or some combina-
tion of the two, left them without any credible alternative.
Aligned to this latter argument was the additional rationale
that the nature and extent of the many other benefits and
advantages they sought to obtain and maintain with
Washington mitigated against opting to confront Wash-
ington officials. Had they done so, they could have
severely damaged their ties to the White House and placed
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their overall strategic partnership with the United States at
risk. Weighed in the balance, most saw the UAE and its
fellow GCC members as having wisely opted not to
pursue the first option.

On 2 November 2004, when Shaykh Zayid bin Sul-
tan died, Shaykh Khalifa succeeded him as ruler of Abu
Dhabi and was elected by his fellow rulers the next day as
president of the United Arab Emirates. Immediately upon
assuming power, he took care to emphasize his commit-
ment to the UAE system and especially the overall policies
and standards of leadership associated with his father. He
also noted his strong support for the GCC, at whose
annual heads of state summits he had already been repre-
senting the UAE several years before his father died.

Shaykh Khalifa was associated with two major devel-
opments in 2005, his first year as ruler of Abu Dhabi and
UAE president. In the first one, he hosted the GCC’s
twenty-fourth Annual Ministerial and Heads of State
Summit. The summit was notable for the heads of state
calling for a Middle East free of nuclear weapons. Given
the evolving crisis related to Iran’s nuclear development
program, this particular summit result was directed most
immediately to Tehran in light of its ongoing and sub-
stantially accelerated nuclear research and development
program; however, it also applied to Israel, which, in
contrast to Iran, was already an acknowledged major
nuclear power. The meeting was also notable for the
palpable anxieties occasioned by the summiteers’ alarm
at the extent to which Iran had become emboldened as a
direct result of the American-led invasion of Iraq.
Emblematic of the nature and degree of the apprehension
on this front was an observation that circulated among
the delegates to the effect of, America attacked Iraq
militarily and Iran won—without firing a single bullet
or shedding a drop of blood.

In the second development, which pertained solely
to the UAE, Shaykh Khalifa announced a limited democ-
ratization measure. To this end, he declared that half the
members of the already appointed UAE Federal National
Council would be elected, whereas the other half, as
before and indeed since the UAE was established on 2
December 1971, would be appointed. In so doing, the
UAE became the last of the GCC countries to introduce
an electoral system as a means of increasing the degree of
popular participation in the country’s national develop-
ment and political processes.

THE WORLD’S PERSPECTIVE

Shaykh Khalifa has been deeply influenced by the exam-
ple of his father, the founding ruler of the United Arab
Emirates, who, as noted, was widely respected for his
statesmanship and generosity. Shaykh Khalifa has gener-
ally followed his esteemed father in his broadly pro-
Western stance with regard to global and regional strate-
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gic issues and in his commitment to strengthening the
UAE as a whole. Sensitive to the Abu Dhabian and
broader UAE citizenry’s reverence for the memory of
his father and that his father’s shoes would be exception-
ally difficult ones to fill, Shaykh Khalifa has repeatedly
underscored his intention to do whatever possible to
emulate his predecessor’s accomplishments and exem-
plary role as a leader.

Gestures such as the 2005 changes to the Federal
National Council notwithstanding, Shaykh Khalifa and
his fellow UAE rulers movements toward democratiza-
tion have been viewed, in the eyes of their critics, as, at
most, minor and gradualist, and subordinate to a more
overarching emphasis upon the need to maintain at what-
ever cost the prosperity and stability of Abu Dhabi and
the UAE. In Shaykh Khalifa’s and his colleagues’ defense,
various rationales have been advanced. In one, Shaykh
Khalifa has indicated that he and his fellow leaders’
reluctance to engage in radical political change is rooted
in the unassailable observation that such change has not
been vociferously demanded by the population. Another
rationale has made references to the sagacity embedded in
an analysis attributed to American political philosopher
Thomas Jefferson, who posited, “That government is
best that governs least.” Yet another rationale has likened
the UAE federal experiment to a coat that, in addition to
being light rather than heavy, also fits loosely, not tightly,
thereby reflecting, in both instances, the wishes of those
for whom its manufacture was commissioned and who,
since the UAE’s inception, have opted to wear it. Regard-
less of perspective, what is equally undeniable is the fact
that the UAE represents the longest and most successful
experiment in sub-regional cooperation and integration
in modern Arab history.

LEGACY

Shaykh Khalifa is unique among world leaders for three
reasons. The first is that he is the ruler of Abu Dhabi,
whose citizens, since oil was discovered in 1958, have
become among the planet’s wealthiest people in terms of
income per capita. The second is that he is the president
of the United Arab Emirates, unquestionably the devel-
oping world’s longest and most successful confederation
from the time of its establishment on 28 May 1971 to
the present day. The third is that, for more than three
decades, the government of Abu Dhabi, the Abu Dhabi
Fund for Economic and Social Development, and the
Zayid Bin Sultan Foundation, over all three of which is
Khalifa the single most prominent leader, have annually
been ranked among the world’s most important contrib-
utors to charitable causes as well as providers of human-
itarian assistance and other forms of development aid to
the world’s less fortunate peoples.
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AL NAHYAN,

MUHAMMAD BIN ZAYID
(1961-)

Shaykh Muhammad bin Zayid Al Nahyan is the Crown
Prince of the Emirate of Abu Dhabi in the United Arab
Emirates (UAE), Chairman of Abu Dhabi’s Executive

Council, and Deputy Supreme Commander of the
UAE Armed Forces.

PERSONAL HISTORY

Shaykh Muhammad was born in 1961 in Abu Dhabi, the
third son of Shaykh Zayid (also Zayed) bin Sultan Al
Nahyan. Shaykh Zayid served as Ruler of Abu Dhabi,
beginning in 1966, and UAE President from its founding
in 1971, holding both positions until his death in
November 2004. Upon Great Britain’s announcement
in late December 1967 that over the next three years it
would abrogate their defense and foreign relations treaties
in east Arabia, Shaykh Zayid became the prime mover for
the establishment of a union between the emirates, a
project which culminated in the UAE’s 2 December
1971 declaration of independence.

Although Shaykh Zayid had a total of nineteen sons,
Shaykh Muhammad is Shaykh Zayid’s eldest son by Shay-
kha Fatima bint Mubarak Al Qudayra, a favored wife.
Some have opined that this fact played a role in Shaykh

Mubammad bin Zayid Al Nahyan. AP IMAGES.

Muhammad’s selection by his father as deputy crown
prince in 2003. While this was undoubtedly a contributive
consideration, several other factors were as important, if
not much more so, in driving the decision. One was that
Shaykh Muhammad is the acknowledged leader of the
single largest bloc of Shaykh Zayid’s sons from the same
mother, Shaykha Fatima, who gave birth to a larger num-
ber of children than any of the other wives of Shaykh
Zayid. As is the case with numerous large ruling families in
Arabia as elsewhere, it is virtually impossible for a monar-
chical head of state to devote as extensive an amount of
time and care to raising his progeny on a day-to-day basis
as would be likely with a father in a smaller, more nuclear,
non-dynastic family. This being the case, it is typically the
mothers who have the single greatest formative impact not
only on how the children of a ruling household are being
raised from one day to the next in terms of order and
discipline, but also in terms of helping to develop numer-
ous other attributes of their character, personality, knowl-
edge, values, behavior, and sense of duty and service to
those who, as public officials, they will one day be
expected to lead and represent. In this regard, the influence
of Shaykha Fatima, a powerful and inspiring person who
has remained a legend in her own right, exercised outsized
influence on Shaykh Muhammad and her other children
early on. Not least among her many accomplishments is
that she has long been second to none among UAE ruling
family women leaders in striving to advance women’s
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BIOGRAPHICAL HIGHLIGHTS

Name: Shaykh Muhammad bin Zayid bin Sultan
Al Nahyan

Birth: 1961, Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates
Nationality: Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates
Education: Sandhurst Military Academy, 1979

PERSONAL CHRONOLOGY:

* 1993: Becomes Abu Dhabi Army’s Chief of Staff

* 2003: Named by his father Deputy Crown Prince
of Abu Dhabi

* 2004: Upon his brother Shaykh Khalifa bin Zayid
bin Sultan’s assumption of rulership, becomes
Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi, Deputy Supreme
Commander of the UAE Armed Forces, and next
in line for the presidency of the UAE

opportunities and rights not only locally and nationally
but worldwide. Year after year she has been a pivotal
force within the UAE in hosting national and inter-
national conferences designed to increase the level of
women’s participation in a variety of professions such as
the media, business, education, government, and public
affairs in general.

INFLUENCES AND CONTRIBUTIONS

Few have been surprised that, in addition to the impor-
tant leadership posts assumed by Shaykha Fatima’s eldest
son, Shaykh Muhammad, others among her sons can also
be found in positions responsible for such important
tasks as inter alia, administering the emirate’s port, air-
port, intelligence, and palace operations as well as, on the
larger stage of the UAE, information and foreign affairs.
Viewed in this light, Shaykh Muhammad’s position and
role within the Emirate of Abu Dhabi as well as the UAE
has not only been multifaceted. The length and diversity
of his public service alone have provided him a degree of
legitimacy in matters of leadership unrivaled by any of
his contemporaries. His legitimacy is anchored not just in
such weighty matters as his responsibilities for the UAE’s
defense, together with all that entails in terms of his
having continuously to interface with his country’s armed
forces establishment and those among the Great Powers
that provide supplies, training, and logistical as well as
operational support services for the country’s military. It
is also based on his having been selected to be the next
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ruler of Abu Dhabi when the time comes to succeed the
incumbent and, if the manner of the most recent succes-
sion is repeated, to become president of the UAE as well.
It is rooted further in his being recognized as leader of the
single largest faction within the Abu Dhabi ruling family,
itself the unquestioned centerpiece of governance in
the UAFE’s most sizeable and powerful emirate and
among other ruling households in the UAE, in the coun-
try as a whole.

Yet another attribute that has strengthened Shaykh
Muhammad’s unique niche within the constellation of
power in Abu Dhabi and the UAE has been his patronage
of the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) region’s most
successful public policy academic institute, or think tank,
the Emirates Center for Strategic Studies and Research.
Established on March 14, 1994, in Abu Dhabi, the
center, under the administrative direction of Dr. Jamal
S. Al Suwaydi, has played a pioneering role in conducting
studies and hosting annual conferences as well as year-
round seminars on issues pertaining to a broad range of
pan-GCC needs, concerns, interests, challenges, objec-
tives, and relationships. From the very beginning, the
Center has engaged the participation of many of the
world’s most renowned researchers, scholars, and foreign
affairs practitioners as speakers and consultants in its
projects, programs, events, and activities as well as authors
of its numerous publications.

In addition to its public service operations, the Center
has also maintained an extensive library, a popular website,
and a private branch that conducts research for the UAE
government on select strategic issues, including defense,
technology, foreign policy, and international relations. As
the Center’s premier sponsor, Shaykh Muhammad has
thereby been able to remain as abreast as any leader in the
Gulf of the latest developments in national, regional, and
global affairs as these pertain to his and his fellow UAE
leaders’ ongoing quest to enhance the UAE and the GCC
region’s political stability, external defense, and further
economic development and modernization. It has also
engaged him directly in the education and training of the
rising generation of UAE leaders in domestic and externally
centric research and writing, information and communica-
tions, technology, and strategic analysis, placing him, like
few other UAE leaders, at the cutting edge of the country’s
intellectual and scientific development.

At another level, Shaykh Muhammad has continued
the example of the late Shaykh Zayid in demonstrating
that politics is not simply synonymous with the art of the
possible but entails equally that its practitioners go
beyond accepting and mastering the spirit and principles
of compromise to demonstrate a capacity, should matters
of state require it, to forge political compromises in
contentious matters even when doing so would require
the sublimation of his emirate’s or the UAE’s particular
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interests to those of the larger issue at hand. In this
regard, Shaykh Muhammad has repeatedly indicated that
the UAE has become a microcosm of how far and fast the
dynamics of transformation within a traditional society
can realistically be expected to be launched, proceed, and
in the end prevail. Indeed, with the UAE having been
born against a historical background of one failed Arab
attempt at political cooperation and integration after
another, few among the privileged handful of foreign
observers present at the union’s foundation in 1971 were
willing to wager that the experiment would last as long as
half a year, if that.

Yet, in 2007, the UAE had already endured longer
than three and a half decades. It had done so despite the
limitations and constant need for compromise among
any government of seven semi-autonomous polities. Fur-
ther, in spite of the 1980-1988 Iran-Iraq war, the Kuwait
crisis of 1990-1991, the American led-invasion and occu-
pation of Iraq from 2003 onward, the post-1979 Iranian
attempts to export its Islamic revolution to the UAE and
elsewhere, and more, the UAE managed to remain rela-
tively unscathed by these and the kinds of other ravages
that had brought low or ended many another attempt
elsewhere to forge a similar edifice of governance and
strong but flexible political institutions. In the process,
the confederation has continued to serve, as it has from
the beginning of the GCC on 28 May 1981, as a living
example of what other polities can accomplish. Certainly,
it has been a relevant bellwether for how the GCC itself
came to be structured, led, and focused, which, in itself,
was no mean feat. Indeed, while hardly devoid of defect,
the GCC too has survived and, along the way, become
the most successful experiment to date in inter-Arab
organizational cooperation.

Shaykh Muhammad bin Zayid’s Al Nahyan family
in Abu Dhabi heads the predominant Al Bu Falah sec-
tion of the Bani Yas tribe, which has been the most
powerful in the southern region of the Emirates since
the 19% century, when the fortunes of the northern
region’s rival Al Qasimi extended family waned in con-
junction with the increase of British power throughout
the Gulf as a whole. The ruling Al Maktum family of
Dubai represents another section of the Bani Yas, one
with which, like his father before him, Shaykh Muham-
mad has been on exceptionally close terms, most espe-
cially with the ruler of Dubai Shaykh MuHAMMAD BIN
RASHID AL MAKTUM (r. 2006—), who is the UAE Vice
President and Prime Minister (2006-), and, since 1971,
also its minister of defense.

Shaykh Muhammad’s pre-collegiate education was
obtained through private tutors in Abu Dhabi after
which he attended Sandhurst, the British Army’s premier
military academy in the United Kingdom, from which he
graduated in 1979. He then entered the UAE air force,

where he progressed through the ranks, becoming a
commander and eventually chief of staff in January
1993 (although one source puts the date as 1994). The
decision to appoint Shaykh Muhammad inidally to a
position that was below flag rank, beyond which he
would not advance for several years, was arrived at only
after considerable deliberation. It was influenced by his
father and those among his advisers who wanted to avoid
promoting Shaykh Muhammad in the manner of his
next eldest half-brother, Shaykh Sultan bin Zayid. The
latter had been provided the rank of Major General while

he was still in his twenties and, thus, relatively untested.

For this reason and the additional one of conforming
to the canons by which armed forces leaders ordinarily do
not obtain senior rank until they have served first at lower
levels and earned the respect of their fellow officers, it was
several years before Shaykh Muhammad was promoted to
the rank of general. Once appointed to senior command,
however, there was no doubt that Shaykh Muhammad,
who thereby earned the additional sobriquet of General as
well as Deputy Supreme Commander of the UAE Armed
Forces, would thereafter be a powerful force to be reck-
oned with in all matters pertaining to enhancing the
UAE’s capacities for deterrence and defense. In so doing,
he became an essential third member of a de facto triad of
UAE leaders that, upon his father’s passing in 2004, would
include his older brother, Shaykh KHALIFA BIN ZAYID AL
NAHYAN, as Supreme Commander of the UAE Armed
Forces (and Ruler of Abu Dhabi as well as President of
the UAE since then), and Dubai’s Shaykh Muhammad
bin Rashid Al Maktum, the country’s Minister of Defense
since 1971 and Ruler of Dubai as well as UAE Prime
Minister since 2006.

In 2003, Shaykh Muhammad’s father appointed him
deputy crown prince, fixing his place in the line of suc-
cession to become the ruler of Abu Dhabi as second only
to his brother, Shaykh Khalifa. Prior to this appointment,
there was some uncertainty in the country as to who
would become crown prince upon Shaykh Zayid’s death
and the ascension of Shaykh Khalifa to the position of
emir. Besides Shaykh Muhammad, the other major con-
tender was Shaykh Sultan bin Zayid Al Nahyan, Shaykh
Muhammad’s older half-brother. (In 2004, the latter
would become Abu Dhabi deputy ruler as well as UAE
deputy prime minister.) Among the reasons offered for
Shaykh Muhammad’s selection was his manifest reputa-
tion for integrity, hard work, and skills as a leader,
together with his domestic popularity and prominent
international profile, especially with defense and aerospace
firms. Additional factors were his level of comfort with
Western and market-oriented approaches to the procure-
ment of military systems and defense equipment as well as
education and training, his acknowledged status as the
most powerful among his siblings who also held key
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government posts, and the fact that his mother occupied
the predominant niche among the women within the
ruling family’s household.

Iraq Policy In the period leading up to the American-led
invasion of Iraq on March 19, 2003, Shaykh Muham-
mad, together with his fellow GCC defense leaders, con-
fronted a predicament for which neither he nor his
colleagues were responsible. On one hand, neither he
nor others among his Arab colleagues, or for that matter
most of the world’s leaders, agreed that a military attack
against Iraq was justified. They contested the view that an
invasion could be rationalized factually or morally either
on the grounds of international law or for the sake of
protecting any of Iraq’s neighbors, let alone on any argu-
ment that it was necessary to deter an imminent threat to
the Gulf’s regional stability and defense. Shaykh
Muhammad, together with most of the other GCC mili-
tary leaders and their counterparts elsewhere in the Arab
and Islamic worlds, viewed the situation not only in light
of the fact that Iraq had not attacked the United States,
other great powers, or any of its neighbors since its 1991
aggression against Kuwait. They viewed it also in the
strategic context of how a unified, sovereign, and inde-
pendent Iraq, however weak and flawed it had become
after more than a decade of onerous economic and other
internationally imposed sanctions, nonetheless func-
tioned as a geostrategic counterweight to Iran, the GCC
countries’ largest, most populous, and most radical
neighbor. From this perspective, they foresaw that an
American invasion of Iraq would immediately upset the
regional balance of power. They acknowledged that this
balance, achieved by the American-initiated policy of
“Dual Containment” against Iran and Iraq from 1991-
1992 onward, was hardly bereft of blemish. Indeed, they
were fully aware that the accompanying economic sanc-
tions administered by the United Nations Security
Council, apart from being porous, less than comprehen-
sively enforced, and ironically serving in various ways to
strengthen the regime of SADDAM HUSSEIN, had severe
negative consequences upon the health of many Iraqis.
Even so, viewed from an overarching strategic perspective
of the necessity of prolonging regional peace and avoid-
ing a potentially catastrophic war, it had produced a
degree of much-needed and appreciated stability within
the Gulf as a whole.

On the other hand, Shaykh Muhammad and other
Arab leaders conceded that their profound disagreement
with the administration of U.S. President George W.
Bush (and also Great Britain) on this matter notwith-
standing, it would have been unwise and counterproduc-
tive for their strategic, economic, political, commercial,
defense and other interests with the United States to
allow their disagreement on this one issue, large and laced
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with uncertainties as it was, to place their overall relation-
ship with Washington officialdom in jeopardy. There
were simply too many other things that the UAE, the
rest of the GCC member-states, and Arab countries else-
where wanted and needed from their association with the
world’s sole superpower for them to let their opposition
to American policy in this instance endanger all their
other U.S.-centric interests.

In the end, as was the case with every other GCC
country, in addition to Egypt and Jordan, the UAE
found it had litde choice but to agree, if necessary, to
extend tacit and low profile over-flight, refueling, search
and rescue, and humanitarian assistance to the United
States and the other Allied Coalition countries in the
event they proceeded to attack Iraq. The decision to do
so was rationalized as being the least bad in a situation
where there were no good options available. The deci-
sion’s results were hardly insignificant and not long in
coming. In the UAE, among the consequences was that
Shaykh Muhammad and virtually all the other UAE
leaders had to contend almost immediately with poten-
tially serious implications for the country’s domestic
stability and security. One set of concerns stemmed from
the palpable anger of Emiratis opposed not so much the
idea of replacing the Iraqi regime of Hussein as to what
they argued would be the inevitable immense harm
inflicted upon an already weakened and beleaguered Iraqi
people as a result. More specifically, UAE citizens, along
with millions the world over, took particular exception to
Washington’s stated reasons for the attack. These included
inter alia, the search for (non-existent) weapons of mass
destruction; stemming the tide of terrorism emanating
from the Middle East; lowering the international price of
oil; installing a system of democratic governance in Iraq
that would become a beacon to other countries; and priva-
tizing the Iraqi economy, including its oil, gas, and petro-
chemical industries, as well as the country’s banking and
manufacturing sectors, among other rationales. Further,
Shaykh Muhammad and other UAE and GCC country
leaders’ positions were not made any easier in light of the
undeniable fact that, nearly half a decade after the invasion
and occupation began, practically all of the attackers’ stated
objectives had met with ignominious failure.

Worse, Shaykh Muhammad and the rest of the
GCC countries’ leaders found that the results of the
invasion, as they had predicted, left the previous regional
balance of power in tatters. In its place was an embold-
ened Iran keen to expand its strategic influence and reach
throughout the Gulf region and beyond. The implica-
tions of these new realities for UAE and other GCC
strategic and defense interests as well as policies were
profound and far-reaching. Not least was the heightened
anxiety over the possibility that Iran, sooner rather than
later, would become a nuclear power. The prospects for
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its doing so had advanced largely unchecked as a result of
the United States and other great powers, throughout the
1990s, having been fixated upon Iraq to the exclusion of
what was happening in Iraq’s next door neighbor.
Heightening the anxieties rooted in this possibility were
mounting signs that either the United States, or Israel, or
worse, perhaps some combination of the two, would
attack Iran milicarily before the end of the Bush Admin-
istration in 2008 if not earlier. Making everyone more
nervous still was the inability of anyone to rule out that
Washington might use force against Iran not by itself but
in conjunction with an Israeli strike with a view possibly
to influencing in the Republican Party’s favor the out-
come of the American presidential elections scheduled for
November 2008.

Regarding these concerns, Shaykh Muhammad had to
contend simultaneously with two other realities. One was
the fact that Israel was the only Middle Eastern country
other than Kuwait to support the United States-led
campaign to replace the regime of Hussein. The other,
which was more ominous, was that many of these same
Israeli strategists, together with their American supporters,
remained enamored with the possibility of being able to
overthrow the government of Iran as well. The consequen-
ces of the United States toppling the Iragi government, to
be sure, were serious enough. It had demolished the
regional balance of power in the Gulf. It had heightened
an image of instability throughout the area. It had broken
a country and smashed to smithereens its capital that, for
half a millennium, had been associated with the zenith of
Arab as well as Islamic civilization. That the U.S.-led
invasion and occupation of Iraq had strengthened the
hand of the UAFE’s largest non-Arab neighbor, which
continued to occupy three UAE islands it had seized by
force on the eve of the UAE’s independence; that there
were tens of thousands of Iranians living and working in
the UAE; and that Iran indicated it would not hesitate to
strike at American interests in the Gulf were U.S. armed
forces to attack Iran—these constituted an even more
ominous set of consequences confronting Shaykh Muham-
mad and others responsible for ensuring the UAE’s and
the lower Gulf’s defense. A particularly acute apprehen-
sion in this regard stemmed from the fact that virtually all
of the UAE’s desalination facilities, power generating
plants, and the centers of the country’s offshore oil and
gas producing operations were not well situated in terms
of being able to defend them from external attack. To the
contrary, they would be within easy striking distance of
Iran’s armed forces in the event that Tehran’s leaders,
responding to an American and/or Israeli military attack

against Iran, were to retaliate against United States inter-
ests in the UAE.

Domestic Policies Since December 2004, Shaykh
Muhammad has been the Chairman of the Abu Dhabi
Executive Council, the major decision-making body in
the Emirate. First established in the late 1960s, the
Council has comprised as many as nearly two dozen
members appointed by the ruler. In the absence of a
parliament, the council has functioned for years as a kind
of a de facto council of Emirati ministers, or cabinet. As
such, its members are charged to consult continuously
with a view to forging consensus in matters relating to a
variety of functions common to all governing bodies,
especially municipal ones such as energy, education,
housing, health, roads, and communications. The coun-
cil was responsible for administering all of these services,
and more, for the city of Abu Dhabi, as the capital of the
emirate, in the first five years following Shaykh Zayid’s
becoming Ruler of Abu Dhabi in 1966, and in that same
role as well as Abu Dhabi having become the UAE’s
national capital since 1971, continuously since then. Just
as his older brother, Shaykh Khalifa bin Zayid, obtained
valuable experience in the day-to-day administration of
government in Abu Dhabi, so, too, has Shaykh Muham-
mad benefited in the course of developing important
administrative skills of a kind at once different and more
numerous than those he developed earlier in his role as
deputy supreme commander of the UAE defense forces.

Upon Shaykh Zayid’s death in November 2004 and
his brother’s accession to the leadership of Abu Dhabi
and the UAE, Shaykh Muhammad became next in line
for leadership of the emirate. Likewise, if precedent and
the continued predominant position and role of Abu
Dhabi within the UAE as a whole are any guide, there
is every indication that Shaykh Muhammad will eventu-
ally be in line, if not first among equals, to be elected

President of the UAE as well.

THE WORLD’S PERSPECTIVE

Shaykh Muhammad is renowned in defense and aero-
space circles the world over as the chief of the air force
component as well as deputy supreme commander of the
UAE Armed Forces, one of the most modern, high-tech,
and well-equipped and supplied air forces of any country
in the developing world. He is director of a complex and
controversial economic offsets program whereby, in
exchange for lucrative defense contracts, his country has
been able to enter into long-term mutually beneficial
economic and related arrangements whereby the host
contracting country gains valuable access to technology,
education, training, and access to foreign markets it
would have been unlikely to obtain in any other way,
simultaneous to strengthening the overall defense com-
mitment of the contracting companies’ host country
governments in assuring the defense of Abu Dhabi and

the UAE as a whole.
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LEGACY

Like all of Shaykh Zayid’s children, it would be difficult
for Shaykh Muhammad to have been uninfluenced by
the towering legacy of his father. Like his elder half-
brother, Sheikh Khalifa, Shaykh Muhammad is regarded
as generally committed to continuing those among his
father’s policies as they pertain to Abu Dhabi. These have
included most especially Shaykh Zayid’s legacy of pro-
viding a degree of security, defense, and material well-
being as well as a system of civil and effective justice for
the citizens of Abu Dhabi that is second to none not just
in the UAE but, arguably, among other countries in the
developing world in general. Similarly, he has given every
indication that he is also determined to continue as well as
build upon his father’s pro-confederation policies. These
have been manifested most prominently in the efforts to
bolster the UAFE’s capabilities in and contributions to
regional and global affairs. They have also been evident
in the care that Shaykh Muhammad has taken to
strengthen and expand the UAE’s close partnership with
mainly Western oil and gas companies and a comparably
extensive partnership with Western, and increasingly Amer-
ican, systems of deterrence and defense as well as equip-
ment and training in strategic and tactical doctrine
pertaining to the country’s armed forces.

In addition to being broadly supportive of the UAE’s
strategic relations with the United States and other West-
ern great powers, Shaykh Muhammad has long admired
the UAE Emirate of Dubai’s business-friendly policies
and orientation. Evidence of the latter has been his sup-
port for Abu Dhabi’s Chamber of Commerce, comprised
of all of the emirate’s leading merchant families and
investors. Indicative of his willingness to introduce the
most modern elements of electronic commerce to Abu
Dhabi and the UAE’s private sector vendors, he sup-
ported the decision stipulating that no application for
government contracts would be considered if the appli-
cant failed to submit its request via e-mail.

Further evidence of Shaykh Muhammad’s determi-
nation to enhance the degree of UAE business participa-
tion in major foreign contracts has been the UAE “offsets
program.” This system has long existed as a means of
compelling international companies seeking lucrative
government contracts to commit to investing a portion
of the profits generated back into the country’s economy.
As one might expect, international companies have never
liked this system, as it often forces them into underwrit-
ing business undertakings that for reasons owing to their
often being at variance with their strengths and of dubi-
ous profitability, they would like to avoid. The UAE and
other governments’ perspectives have been quite differ-
ent. They have argued that companies seldom venture
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outside their specific area of specialization unless required
to do so by some factor over which they have no control.
In this instance, the factor has been the UAE govern-
ment’s insistence that any foreign company deriving
major defense-related commercial gain from the UAE
has a legal duty to find ways to strengthen and expand
the country’s private sector as a cost, in effect, of doing
business in this exceptionally lucrative sector of the UAE
economy. As a result, foreign companies doing business
in the UAE have concluded they have no choice but to
comply with such terms, however onerous they may be,
as an essential means of aspiring to win a contract.

Shaykh Muhammad has been essential to the con-
ceptualization and administration of this system since it
was launched in the early 1990s. To date, the commercial
record of the system’s implementation, as elsewhere, has
been mixed. However, the goal of achieving the pro-
gram’s strategic objectives, as was the intent from the
beginning, has by and large been successful. For example,
the UAE has thereby been able to obtain technology it
would otherwise have had to purchase separately at addi-
tional cost. It has been able to enhance vital human
resource training for Abu Dhabian and other UAE citi-
zens who might otherwise not have been provided such
an opportunity. It has helped UAE businesses to access
foreign companies’ or their affiliates” markets in ways that
would probably not have been possible in any other way.
And it has deepened private sector-to-private-sector ties
between the UAE and some of the world’s most advanced
companies to a degree that would not have been imagi-
nable otherwise.

Finally, Shaykh Muhammad is known for champion-
ing improvement of the UAFE’s record in the realm of
human rights. To this end, he and his colleagues have
long held to a much broader definition and concept of
human rights than many of the country’s mainly Western
critics. That is, in contrast to many wealthy countries in
the Western world, Shaykh Muhammad, in keeping with
his father and siblings’ values and Islamic-inspired ethics,
has contended that any country whose economy can afford
it should not shirk from fulfilling its duty to provide as
many of its citizens as possible with their legitimate needs.
The obligation to provide such assistance is the more keenly
felt in those cases where, if it is left to the citizen’s personal
initiative alo