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Preface 

I HAD already begun to write this book when I discovered that 
I had first to come to terms with another completely neglected 
historical development. My starting point had been an attempt to 
verify or disprove some of the claims made about a relationship 
between Nazism and the occult. My puzzlement grew with every ad
vance in knowledge. Some rela tionship obviously e;(isted, but it was 
not that of popular superstition. An acquaintanceship with occult 
habits of thought began to reveal esoteric lore in the most unlikely 
places. What did this mean? I soon discovered that despite the im
mense amount of material on the subject, no one had bothered to dis
cover what "the occult" in/act is. So my first step toward understan
ding the problems discussed in this book was a preliminary quest for 
the meaning of the "occult·, and its extraordinary revival at the end 
of the last centu ry. 

The result of this first investigation was The Occult Under-






















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































